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TH I 1 
＋ R 1 
Re ar-Admi cal Knows ; 


XT 2 Court-Martial affembled on board his Ma- 
A jeſty's Yacht the OG at Deptford, _ I en 
of December, 1749- 


PRESENT. 


William Rowley; Eſa; | Rear-Admiral of N p. 4 
_ Great-Britain, and Ra miral of the Hb:te, 5 Freſident. 


Sir Edward Hawke, Vice- | Hon. Jobn Forbes, Rear- 

Admiral of the Blue. Admiral of the Mpite. 

Capt. Merrick De Þ Angle, Capt. Thomas Sturton, 
> „„ Willam Parry, 
Richard Haddock, Matthew Buckle, | 


Mr. Knowles brought intg Court by the Marſhal ; 


and the Accuſers, Captains Holmes, Powlett, Toll, and 


Tunes, and all Perſons who thought proper to be pre- 
ent, were admitted, 

The Order for trying Mr. Knowles was read as ſol⸗ 
lows, viz, 


F 2M 


q The TRIAL of 


By the Commiſioners for executing the Office 
ard High Admiral of. Great-Britain 
5 and Ireland, &c. - 


THEREAS Captain Charles Holmes, Captain 
Charles Powlett, Captain Edmund Toll, and - 


Captain Thomas Jnnes, have repreſented to Us, in their 


| Letter, of the 31ſt of March laſt, That in an Action 
which happen'd on the "1ſt of Ofober, 1748, near 


Havanna, between his Majeſty's „ N and a Squa- 
dron of Spain, Charles Knowles, 


faid Brit Squadron, did, by bad Conduct, miſtaken 
Signals, and un- officer- like Attack, give great Ad- 


vantage to the Enemy, by engaging, in a ſtraggling 


Line, a ſuperior Squadron drawn up in a cloſe Line of 


Battle, late in the Day, when he might have attack'd 


them much earlier, and to greater Advantage: That 
his Majeſty's Ship the Cornwall was not an Hour in 
the Action, but to the great Diſhonour of the Britiſh 
Flag, Mr. Knowles not only unneceſſarily carried, but 
kept his Majeſty's Flag out of Action: And that he 
has endeavoured to deceive his Majeſty, this Board, 
and the Publick, by having tranſmitted a falſe and in- 
jurious Account of the ſaid Action to our Secretary, 
by Letter of the 2d of October, 1748. And whereas 
we think it fitting, that the Matters alledged in the 
ſaid Repreſentatibn ſhould be enquired into at a Court- 
Martial, and that Mr. Knowles ſhould be tried for his 


Conduct and Behaviour in and relating to the ſaid 


Action, we ſend you herewith the aforementioned 


Letter of the 3 iſt of March laſt, from the ſaid Captains, 


and alſo the aforeſaid Letter of 2d of October, 1748, 
from Mr. Knowles, and do hereby require and direct 
you to aſſemble a Court-Martial, to enquire into the 


Conduct and Behaviour of Mr. Knowles, in and relat- 


ing to the ſaid Action, and to try him for the ſame 
accordingly, 


ſq; a Rear Admi- 
ral of his Majeſty's Fleet, who then commanded the 


Oe Os. Dy 


; 
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| Rear-Admiral K NO L ES. f 
accordingly, Given under our Hands the iſt of De. 
cember, 1749. . | 1 


To William Rewley, Eſq; Rear- . 
Admiral of Great- Britain, and 2 | 
Admiral of the White Squadron Ancann n., 
of his Majeſty's Fleet. Tho. Villiers. 


By Command of their Lordſhips;- | 
„ N. ' - 


Then the Court and Judge-Advocate were ſworn, 


agreeable to Act of Parliament. 


The Priſoner and his Accuſers were allowed to take 
the Proceedings by a Short-hand Writer. 

The Court ordered; that all Perſons who were in- 
tended to be produced as Witneſſes, ſhould withdraw; 
and thereupon Captains Holmes and Toll withdrew; 


Captain Innis ſaying, that they were to be Witneſſes ; 


Mr. Knowles objected to their being ſo, upon which 
the Court was cleared. 155 
The Judge- Advocate laid before the Court the Opi- 


nion of the Attorney and Solicitor-General, and the 


King's Advocate, and the Advocate of the Admiralty, 
and Council of the Admiralty, that the Accuſers were 
competent Witneſſes, Court unanimouſly agree, that 


the four Captains may be admitted Witneſſes, as well 


as Managers, at this Trial, if they think proper; and 
that, upon their Trials, Mr, Knowles may be admitted 
as a Witneſs alſo, as well as Manager, if he deſires it; 
the Court. being of Opinion, that their being Mana- 


gers, does not take off from their being Witneſſes. 


All Parties re-admitted, and the Reſolution read. 
Two Papers delivered in by the Accuſers, which 
were read by the Judge-Advocate, viz. 
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6 e ei 
| Explanatory Articles of the Charge exhibited againſt 


Rear Admiral Knowles, by the Captains Charles 
Holmes, Charles Powlett, Edmund Toll, and 
Thomas Innes, which the ſaid Captains defire 
may be annexed to, and ſtand as Part of their ſaid 
—  -. C7 


N regard to the firſt Part of our ſaid Charge, con- 
cerning the ſaid: Rear Ad miral's bad Conduct, and 


un: officer - like Attack in the aforeſaid Action off the 
Havanna, we beg Leave to lay the following Articles 


before this Court. 


I. That on the oth. of September, being the Day 


preceding the ſaid Action, Rear-Admiral Knowles was 
informed by Captain Holmes, of his Majeſty's Ship 
Lenox, that he had heen chaſed the Day before by a 
Spaniſh Squadron, conſiſting of ſeven Men of War, 


who had taken one of his Convoy ; whereupon Cap- 


tain Holmes propoſed, the better to deceive the Ene- 
my, and draw them to a Battle at a Diſadvantage, that 
the ſaid Rear Admiral ſhould change Vanes with the 
Lenox, her's being large white ones, under which Dif- 
guiſe, and from the large Size of the Cornwall, the 
Spaniſb Admiral might probably take her for the Lenox, 
and the reſt of his Majeſty's Squadron for the Mer- 
chant Men under her Convoy ; which Propoſal the 
Rear-Admiral accordingly .approved of, by exchanging 
Vanes with the Lenox. But the next Morning, being 
the iſt of Oober, ſoon after the Spaniſh Squadron ap- 
peared, the ſaid Rear Admiral, as though he intended 
to warn them of their Danger, diſplayed his own pro- 
per Flag and Colours, as the reſt of the Squadron did 


theirs: Upon which Variation the Spaniſh Squadron, 


which was then chaſing ours, were effectually unde- 
ceived, and putting about, ſtood from us, and thereby 
gained Time, not only to unite their divided Ships, 
but to form their Line of Battle in good Order, which 
before was not. ED = | 

: II. That 
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i 


ee e 


. 


towards ours on the contrary Tack, at about three 


1gues Diftance, and much ſeparated, which was a 
molt favourable W nen” | to have attacked them, 
as all our Ships | 


by the ſaid Rear-Admiral's Order, 
were ready for Action, yet notwithftanding this, the 
ſaid Rear-Admiral Knowles made the Signal, and wore, 
and afterwards ftood from” the Enemy, whereby this 


ſignal Advantage was loſt. 


III. The faid Rear-Admiral formed his Line of Bat- 
tle on the contrary Tack, and ſtanding. off from the 
Spanifh Squadron, much increaſed the Diſtance between 
the two Squadrons, by which Means chiefly the Ac- 
tion was retarded till ſo late in the Day as near three of 


the Clock in the Afternoon, and the Attack made in 
an un-officer-like manner, and to great Diſadvantage. 


IV. That the Spaniſh Squadron being drawn up in 
a cloſe, well-formed Line of Battle, ours was ſcattered, 
and at great Diſtances ; nevertheleſs the ſaid Rear- 
Admiral Knowles precipitated onwards the two Ships in 


aur Van, which the Spaniſh Squadron engaged whilſt 
the two Ships in the Center were at leaſt half an Hour _ 


aſtern of the Van, and the two rearmoſt Ships a full 
Hour's Sail behind the Center. In this diſorderly 
Poſture the Fight was begun, altho' the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron had bunted their Mainſails, and made no more 
Way than juſt enough to keep their Line up; ſo that 
by the Enemy's Situation and prudent Conduct, and 
our diſconcerted Order of Battle, the two ſternmoſt 
Ships of our Squadron, the Warwick and Canterbury 


might have been rendered uſeleſs, as the Enemy out- 


failed us, or the two headmoſt Ships, viz. the Straf- 


ford and Tilbury might have been deſtroyed before out 


Line could have been cloſed. 
In regard to the third and fourth Articles of our 

faid Charge, concerning the ſaid Rear-Admiral Knowles's 

unneceſſarily carrying his Majeſty's Flag out of Action, 
\ "1" 3 


3 ks 


* 


| Rear-Admiral KNOWLES. + 
II. That upon the 1ft Day of October, 1748, by 
Day-break, the Spaniſh Squadron appeared ſtanding 
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with the Enemy, who were to leeward o 


an 
we further beg leave to acquaint this Court with the 
following Particulars. 3 


2. That the ſaid Rear-Admiral Knowles in his Ma 


jeſty's Ship the Cornwall, did not engage till full half 


an Hour after the ſaid Battle began, and within three 


quarters of an Hour afterwards, the Head of his Main- 
topmaſt was ſhot away; whereupon, without receiv- 


ing any other viſible Damage, he put his Helm a- lee 
and lay to. That after both the Squadrons were paſſed 
by, and no Ship of the Enemy remained for him to 
engage, he run down with his Headſails ſet, to one of 


the Enemy's Ships (the Conguiſtador) who had ſtruck 


to the Warwick, when he might with equal Eaſe have 
came and have aſſiſted, and directed the Ships engaged 

f hin” but 
the ſaid Rear-Admiral continued laying to with the 


ſaid Prize, under Pretence of ſhifting Priſoners, and 


in this ſort withdrawing from the Battle, he left it to 
be maintained by five Ships of his Majeſty's Squadron, 
againſt five of the Spaniſh Squadron of much ſuperior 
3 the Warwick being then in Chace of the ſixth 
Ship of the Spaniſh Squadron; which abdicating of his 
Command appears more blameable, becauſe, if in Fact 


his Majeſty's ſaid Ship the Cornwall had been diſabled, 


the faid Rear-Admiral Knowles might have gone on 
board, either the Canterbury, which was a freſh- Ship, 
and in all Reſpects fitted for a Flag-Ship, or on board 
the Warwick, another freſh Ship, or on board the Le- 
20x, which was cloſe. to him, and ſo continued as long 
as the Cornwall remained in Action; We therefore ap- 
rehend that theſe Inſtances of the ſaid Rear-Admiral's 
Miſbehaviour, are within that Part of the twelfth Ar- 
ticle of War, declaring, that no Captain, or any other 
Officer ſhall in Time of Fight, or Engagement, with- 
draw or keep back, and not do his utmoſt to take, fire, 
and endamage the Enemy, and aſſiſt, and relieve all, 
and every of his Majeſty's Ships. | 
2. That Rear-Admiral Knowles, did not uſe his En- 
deavours to rejoin his Majeſty's ſaid Squadron, which 
Es * . continued 
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himſelf the whole Merit of the Action, in whic 
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continued fighting without their Admiral, till paſt Ten 


at Night; whereas, if he had in Perſon conducted the 
Britiſh Squadron, as it was his. Duty, and had given' 
them the Aſſiſtance of his Majeſty's Ship Cornwall, 
our Squadron muſt have either taken, or deſtroyed 
more of the} Enemy's Ships; which Miſbehaviour in 
the ſaid Rear-Admiral Knowles, we conceive is ex- 
preſſly againſt that Part of the tenth Article of War,” 
declaring that every Captain and Commander ſhall in 
his own Perſon, and according to his Place, hearten' 
and encourage the inferior Officers and common Men 
to fight courageouſly ; and Part of the 14th Article 
of War, declaring, that whatſoever Perſon or Perſons 
in or belonging to the Fleet, either thro? Cowardice, 
Negligence or Diſaffection, ſhall forbear to purſue the 
Chace of an Enemy, or Pirate, or rebel beaten or 


h Hying, or ſhall not relieve or aſſiſt a known Friend in 


iew, to the utmoſt of his Power, ſhall be puniſhed 
as therein mentioned, EE 1 e 


Mr. Præſident, oO 
UR Allegiance to his Majeſty, Love to our 

Country, as well as the Regard to our own Cha- 

racters and Honour, did jointly and loudly call upon 


us, to lay before the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 


miralty, the bad Conduct and diſhonourable Behaviour 

of the Gentleman, who is now to be tried. As every 
Occaſion of this Kind, eſpecially after an Action that 
terminated ſo much to the Advantage of the Britiſh 
Arms, muft be diſagreeable to the Nation in general, 
It is equally ſo to us. But when an Officer of Rank 
who has been ſo remiſs, and defective in his own Con- 


duct and Behaviour, not content with arrogating to 
1 he 


had ſq ſmall a Share, but likewiſe underhandly inſinu- 
ating, that the Officers in general who ſerved under him 
on that Day had behaved baſhfully : And this too, with 
a manifeſt View to injure them 'clandeſtinely, without 
bringing them to a Trial. It became ſtill more neceſ- 
fary to ſhew what Share the Rear-Admiral had in the 
A+ Action, 


numerous of ſhi 


 -: EY 
Actjon, and each to vindicate his own 8 * 
Reputation, and not ſuffer all the faithful Services of 
many Years, to be ſully'd by the ininriaut Daſh of a 


vain-glorious Pen. - 


In the Couric 14. the Evidence, we ſhall ler 


8 4 * * 


| "Bad led of. being BA firſt Part of the . ex⸗ 
hibited againſt Rear-Admiral Knowles, we ſhall endea- 
vour to prove the ſame in ſeveral Inſtances, and his 


diſhonourable r in more Inſtances than one. 


diſc qualif himf or 2 Command i in his Majeſty? $ Servies, 
is yet of far. leſs dangerous Tendency as to national 
Reputation, than diſhonourable Behaviour, in a Per- 


2 who has the Honour to bear one of his Majeſty's 
288. 
e have many Inſtances indeed of Britiſh Admirals 
ſhifting their Flags to continue to conduct and ani- 
mate the Action, and purſue the Enemy, even after 
they were beaten and flying, and not one ſingle In- 
ſtance of an Admiral's withdrawing or keeping back 
om Action, when the Enemy were ſuperior, and the 
Fortune of che Day depending. 


In the two —— Dutch Wars, when Britiſh 
Valour was in its full Meridian, from the Prince of the 


Blood down to g ſubordinate Admirals, Inſtances are 
the Flag from a diſabled Ship into 


ene that was on in \ order not only to continue to 45 
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duct the Action, but likewiſe to ſhew an Example to the 


Officers and common Men; nor were the Dutch Ad- 
mirals leſs famous for the ſame, in the ſucceeding: 


Reigns of King William and Queen Mary ; thoſe ſhin- 


Examples were imitated as juſt and true Patterns 
of nayal Diſcipline and Britiþ Glory, and haye hi- 
therto been locked upon as indiſpenſable Rules, and 
are plainly enough, without the leaſt ſtraining, to be 
inferred fro rom the Articles of Was made 3 in that Reign 
when they were moſt — 
Out of numerous Examples, we beg * to recite 
a few of the moſt remarkable In the Battle of Sole- 
— the Brit; Fleet was then under the Command of 
the Duke of Tert, in the St. Michael, who being 
warmly attacked by De Ruyter the Dutch Admira, 
and having loſt her Maintopmaſt, his Royal Highneſs 


| ſhifted his Flag on-board the Loya! London, and con- 
tinued to conduct the Action from 3 o' Clock in the 
Maraing till 7 at Night, when it ended in a compleat 


Victory 8 

In * Battle off the Narth Foreland, on the 25th of 
July, 1666, Prince Rupert and the Duke of Albemarle 
were joint in the Command of the Fleet, and on board 
of the ſame Ship, but after three Hours Engagement 
with De Ruyter, were obliged to ſhift their F lag on 


- beard another Ship. 


Sir Edward — Admiral of the Blue, in the 
Battle of the 28th of May, 1672, ſhifted his Flag 
twice, whilſt his Adverſary Admiral Van 7. romp ſhifted 
his Flag three Times. | 
And on the 11th of Augyt following, Sir Edward 
Spragg ſhifted his Flag from the Royal Prince to tlie 


St. George, and as he was ſhifting his Flag from the 


St. George, his Boat was pierced by a Cannon-Ball and 


- ſunk, and Sir Edward unfortunately drowned. 


Sir Raiph Delaval, after the Battle of Za Hogue, 


ſhifred his Flag from the Royal Sovereign on board 


the St. Albazs, to go to the Attack of three Capital 
Ships of the Enemy, who had hawled into ſhoal Wa- 


ter, and under the. Protection of ſome Batteries in 


Cberbourg- 5 


12 we TREAL of 
Cherbourg-Bay, and when he could not come near e- 
nough in the St. Alban, Sir Ralph, to encourage the 
Officers and Seamen, went in one of the Boats to pro- 
tect and aſſiſt the Fireſhips, and effectually performed 
that Service, burning all the three Spe each of three 
Decks. 


Sir George Rooke l. likewiſe, after the ſaid Battle, being 


ſent to deſtroy the Ships in La Hogue Bay, for the 


fame Reaſon went in one of the Boats to aſſiſt and ſup- 


port the Fireſhips, and ſaw the Service effectually per- 
formed, burning ſix Men of War the firſt Day, and 
ſeven the next, beſides Tranſ Ports, and Veſſels loaded 
with Proviſions. 
At Vigo, when the 7 hay was ſet on pre, Sir George 
Rooke went in his own Boat with his Flag flying, and 
took Vice-Admiral Hopſon out of her, after the Fire 
— extinguiſhed, and you him on board another 
io. | | 
| But what Socaficn; ae is bbs to enume- 
rate Examples, ſince the Articles of War are very ex- 
plicit in this Caſe.— That every Officer is by his own 
Example, and according to his Place, to encourage 
the Officers and common Men to fight courageouſly, 
and not to behave themſelves faintly; and the 14th 
Article, that no Perſon in or belonging to the Fleet 
ſhall thro* Cowardice, Negligence or Diſaffection, for- 


bear to purſue an Enemy, beaten or flying.—12. That 


no Perſon ſhall withdraw, or keep back, and not do 
his utmoſt to endamage the Enemy. 


The Diſhonour of the Flag, we humbly conceive, 


is Treaſon againſt our Country, and abdicating the 
Command, is Breach of Allegiance to his Majef y, ag 
well as of the Truſt repoſed in a Flag-Officer. The 
ſame Maxim has been approved in all Ages, as well 
in military Operations as in Morality, that Example 
is better than Precept; for Example produceth e 
lation, Zeal, and Fortitude. 

Let us, for a little, turn our Eyes to the Army: 
Should a General Officer, commanding any of his Ma- 
jeſty 5 N in time of Battle with an Enemy, have 
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| a Horſe ſhot under him, and having led Horſes by 
him, ſhould not mount another, and continue to con- 


duct the Action, in what Light would he be looked 
But ſhould he not only forſake his Command, but 
likewiſe keep a+ Brigade along with him, and out of 
Action, would not his Crime be ſtill the greater? 
But not to treſpaſs on the Time of the Court, we 
ſnall (we hope) prove the ſeveral Facts very clearly; 
and, with the Leave of the Court, ſhall proceed to 
call the Ebidences for the Crown. = 


Witneſſes called. 
Captain Holmes, late of the Lenox, Sworn. Dh 


Deſired to refer to his Notes. - Allowed. Mr. 
Knowles deſired he might be aſked, if they were Notes 
taken at the Time, or ſince he has been accuſed : 
Anſwered, the Heads of them were taken the next 
Day after the Action, and the Truth of them he at- 
teſts. pon Mh. e R 
We diſcovered the Spaniſh Squadron on the 1ſt of 
October, juſt at Break of Day, about 5 O'Clock, ſtand- 
ing to the Northward; and our Squadron was then 
ſtanding to Southward, the Wind at E. N. E. four 
or five Sail of the Spaniſi Squadron were together, 
and two at leaſt four Leagues to Leeward of theſe four 
or five; their Windward Ships were upon our Wea- 
ther Bow, and the Leewardmoſt broad upon our Lee 
Bow (that is the Lenox's.) We continued to ſtand to- 
wards them a little while after J got upon Deck, 
which was as ſoon as I could get my Breeches on, for 
I put my Stockings on upon the Deck : The Lenox 
was about two Leagues diſtant from the neareſt of 
the Enemy's Ships: We ſtood towards them about a 
Quarter or Half an Hour after I came upon Deck, 
and then a Signal was made for wearing (a red Pendant 
at the Enſign Staff) About 6 O'Clock Mr. Knowles 
hoiſted his Flag and Colours, and made the Signal = | 


= 
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44 F 

the Line of Battle a- head; the Enemy then ſomething 
nearer- than they were at firft : Five of the Enemy”: 
Ships appeared to me: to be coming large, which wa: 
down to us, till they ſaw our Colours ; upon which 
they wore, and ſtood towards their Leeward Ships; 


and our Squadron wore, lay to a little, and formed the 
ine to the Northward :--We lay to about a Quarter 
of an Hour, and ſtood from them about Half an 
Hour, and increaſed our Diſtance in that Time about 
wwe DAU or two Leagues, and thereby the Enemy 

ad an Opportunity a nr whole Force, and 
returning, if they pleaſed, to Havanna, (as it was to 


Leeward, as appeared afterwards ;z. for I did not then 


know whether we were to Windward or to Leeward of 
the Havanna) Whereas if we had not wore, lay to, 
and ſtood to the Northward, but kept on to the 


Southward, I am poſitive we might have formed 


ſooner, and engaged the Enemy*s Ships ſooner, be- 
fore they had joined their whole Force: But we 
could- not, and have kept the Weather Gage, if the 


Windward Ships of the Enemy had kept their Wind, 
| becauſe they were upon our Weather Bow ; but we 


might of their Leeward Ships: I believe the three 


.  Leewardmoſt Ships of the Enemy were the Galgo 


Frigate, one Line of Battle Ship, and an Engli/b 
TP uy 0 6 a 

As ſoon as the Enemy had joined the leewardmoſt 
Ships, they went under an eaſy Sail, in a cloſe and 


well-form'd Line : Our Line was then ſtraggling ; | 
but when our Line was firſt form'd and we tacked | 
after the Enemy, it was well form'd and cloſe, We 
attacked the Enemy in a ſtraggling Line, which I | 
think there was no Neceſlity for, as the Enemy did 


not croud, or run from us.—The Action began with- 


out Signal; — Mr. Knewles had waited for ſome time 


(about 10 O Clock) for the two ſternmoſt Ships, as I 
imagined;; he ſhortned ſail, and hoiſted out a Boat, 
as I apprehended, for the two ſternmoſt Ships, but he 
did: not wait for their coming up; and Mr. Know/es 
made à Signal then for leading large. A Shot or two 
_ N e wers 
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were fired from the Admiral's' Ship, but for what 
Ship I can't ſay, whether the Tbury, or Strafford. 

which were then pretty near together, The Spaniards 
began the Action firſt, by firing upon our Ships; and 
J believe our Ships and the Enemy were then about a 
Mile diſtant ; and I believe the Ti/bury and Strafford 
were engaged about half an Hour before any other 
Ship of ours was engaged. _ 

I think the Spaniſh Squadron was ; ſuperior i in force 
to his Majeſty's Squadron; and if the Tilbury and 
Strafferd had been diſabled, I think the remaining 
five would have been a much inferior Force to the 
Enemy ; but yet I think they ſhould have attacked 
them, I think the Enemy had a fair Opportunity, 
according to Circumſtances, to have deſtroyed. thoſe 
two Ships; and ta be ſure it was giving the Enemy 
a great Advantage, but I can't ſay we ſhould have 
been defeated. _ 

The Cornwall began to engage about three Clock, 
and continued engaged about an Hour; and then 
haul'd off from the Spaxi/h. Admiral ; that is, the Ship. 
lay aback. The Admirals Head of his Maintopmaſt 
was ſhot away about the Hounds, and the Foretop- 
{ail Yard: down upon the Cap: I can't be certain as 
to the Sail of the Spaniſh Admiral.—The Cornualt 
had all a-back before the Spaniſh Admiral made fail, 
and went off, The CornwalPs Topſails were aback, 
and Foreſail up, when the Spaniſb Admiral puſh*d on 
for the Sirafford. The Lenox was the neareſt Ship to 
the Cornwall, when the Head of her Maintopmaſt 
was ſhot away; ſhe was within hail ; the Water was 
very ſmooth, and Boats paſſed, and the Admiral 
might have gone on board any Ship. he thought 
proper.—The Admiral was out of Sight of me when 
the Day ſhut in,—When J laſt ſaw the Admiral, he 
Was about four or five, Miles diſtant. —While the Ad- 
miral was engaged, the Lenox was as near the Ene- 
my, as the Cornwall, and was oppoſed to the Ene- 
my's ſecond- a-ſtern. —I was upon the Admiral's wea- 


cher. quarter I acknowledge, but never ſo far as the 
2 h End 
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End of my Bowſprit forward as the Cheſs-tree ; but 
I was not upon his Weather=quarter till he hauPd off, 
Il ſaw Flaſhes till between 9 and 10. — The Ad- 


' miral, by ſhifting his Flag, might have been able to 


have conducted the Action both before and after 
Night came on; but if he had rejoined the Squadron 
after he withdrew, I don't think with the ſame Num- 


ber of Ships, he could have contributed to a greater 


Defeat of the Enemy.—The Lenox kept cloſe to the 
Cornwall, all the time ſhe continued in Action, in 
the Line; and the Lenox was that whole time in a 
Line with her, except when on her Quarter; and 
then I heard hailing from the Cornwall, but did not 
underſtand them, but by their waving, I apprehend- 


ed it was to go to Leeward, between her and the 
Enemy, which I did, as ſoon as I could. When 


Mr. Knowles haul'd off, the Spaniſh. Admiral went a- 


head to attack the Strafford.— When the Cornwall 


quitted the Line, there were four of our Ships re- 
maining engaged. The firſt time I took notice of the 
Cornwall, after ſhe fell aſtern of me, which was after 
five o Ciock, ſhe was going down to the Conguiſtador, 
with the Foreſail, Spritſail, and Foretopſail, and 


then, 1 can't tell whether the Warwick, or ſhe, was 
the ſternmoſt Ship; I afterwards ſaw the Cornwall 


brought to, cloſe to the Conguiſtador, at which time 
moſt of our Ships were engaged with the Spaniſh 
Squadron, the Succeſs of the Action was then de- 
pending, the Spaniſh Ships, then engaged, being about 
of equal or ſuperior Force- with thoſe of ours that 


were then engaged with them. The Cornwall to be 


ſure could have diſabled the Prize, by eutting her 


Shrouds (Mr. Knowles ſaid the Conguiſtader ſtruck a- 
bout ſix of Clock, juſt after Sun- ſer. )—The Cornwall 
might then be about four or five Miles from our 


Ships; and it appeared to me, that ſhe could have 

gone down to the Aſſiſtance of our Ships, then warm- 

ly engaged. ” ; 37 

L During the Engagement, the Wind was upon- the 
eam. | 8 


„ | | | 2 ap- 


tack'd, and bore down to their Leeward Ships. — 
| | on. My 
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- I apprehend the Admiral loſt Ground by the Trip 
he made, when he formed the Line; if he had 
tack*d, he'd have gain'd Ground, but as he wore he 
loſt Ground. 4 En ee 


When the Rear - admiral was brought to by the 


Conguiſtador, he was to the Eaſtward, and conſequent- 


ly to Windward of the reſt of our Squadron; the 


Wind was then Eaſterly.— Mr. Knowles was to Wind- 
ward of us, at the Day ſhutting in. When I ſaw him 
going down to the Conquiſtador, he was to Leeward, 
but when he brought to by her, and we kept ſtill 


laſking away, we became to Leeward of him: When 


he was by the Conguiſtador at the Cloſe of the Day, 


ſhe was neither to Windward or to Leeward, but 


right aſtern. When I ſaw the Flaſhes between 9 and 
10 at Night, thoſe Flaſhes were to Leeward of me. 
| Then be withdrew. 


Captain Toll, late of the Oxford, ſworn. 
AT 5 O'Clock in the Morning, the Oxford made 


the Signal for diſcovering the Enemy, and the 
Admiral anſwered it directly; I was then about a Mile: 


or a Mile and half ahead of him; we were ſtanding 
about S. S. E, or S. E. and by S; we reckon'd the 
Wind at about E. and by N; and J believe the five 


windermoſt Ships of the Enemy were about five Miles, 


or between four and five Miles diſtant, a little open 
upon the Weather- bow, and their three Leewardmoſt 
bore 8. S. W. — The three were about four or five 
Leagues diſtant; we could not ſee their Hulls; 


As ſoon as Mr. Knowles anſwered the Signal, he made 
the Day ſignal to wear, and my Signal to call me in, 


and we then lay to about a Quarter of an Hour, — 
The Spaniards appeared to chaſe us, for they edged 
towards us, and ſet their Top-gallant Sails, and con- 
tinued ſo for ſome Time: Mr. Knowles hoiſted his 
Flag and Colours at a Quarter before Six, by my 
Watch ; the Enemy thereupon, ſome wore, and ſome 
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My Ship was cleared for Action the Day before, and 
the Men lay upon their Arms. — We lay to about 
a Quarter of an Hour, and made ſail to the North- 
ward about half an Hour, and when we tack'd, I 
believe we were then five Leagues from the Enemy's 


Leewardmoſt Ships, and their Windwardmoſt Ships | 
were then bearing down to them.—I believe we might 

go about three Miles and an half an Hour, and fome- - 
times better. believe if we had ſtood on to the | 
Southward, inſtead of to the Northward, we might 
have brought on the Action by 10 Oo Clock, and have 


prevented their joining their Leewardmoſt Ships. — 
If the Admiral had fteered South, he muſt have been 
between the Five and the Two; to Leeward of the 


Five.-—1I don't know where the Canterbury was; all | 
the Skips appeared to be cloſe, except one Ship about | 
a Mile upon the Weather Quarter —1 think we could 
have engaged ſeven to five—I think the Signal for 
leading large was a wrong Signal ; the Canterbury | 


thereupon made Sail and edged away, and the Var- 


wick ſhivered her Sails as ſhe was ahead; ſo they both 

ſeemed to miſtake it; and when that Signal was haul'd | 
down, the Canterbury immediately came into the | 
Line, and the Warwick made ſail. — The Warwick | 


ſhorcning fail upon the Genoeze Flag being put forth, 


enereaſed the Diſtance between the Cornwall and War- 
wick; this was at the firſt time of making that Sig- 
nal about 10 o' Clock. As ſoon as the Enemy had 
Joined their Ships to Leeward, and form'd their Line, | 
chey went under an eaſy ſail. —The Extent of the 
Spaniſh Line was about a Mile, in a well form'd Line, | 
with a little Curve as appeared to me; and we then | 
. judged: the Extent of the Engliſb Line, to be about 
five or fix Miles; the Tilbury and Strafford ahead, | 
the Cornwall about a Mile and half a-ftern of the 
Strafford; the Lenox cloſe to her, the Warwick near 


three Miles aſtern of the Lenox, and the Canterbury 


cloſe aſtern of her, with her Maintopſail aback, her 
_  Mainfail up, and Topgallantſails down; this was. at 


_ © - three 
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three Quarters paſt two o Clock by my Watch; I was 

then wide upon the Admirals weather Quarter: 
When the Admiral ſent on board to me, to go 

to the Aſſiſtance of the Tiibury, I did not ſay to 


the Officer, that I wondered why the Warwick 


ſhortned ſail. 


When the Tilbury and Strafford began to engage 


the Enemy, the Enemy's Shot flew over them far, 
and far over me, who was to windward of them all, 
and they muſt have been far within Point blank. 
When | received a Meſſage from the Admiral, I took 
notice that the Ships were not properly carried into 
Action, and mentioned it often to my Officers. 

I believe upon the Spaniſb Admiral's hoiſting a Da- 
niſb Flag, the Enemy began to fire upon the Tilbury 
and S;rafford ; and I believe they returned the Fire, 
about two or three Minutes before the Signal for 
engaging was made. The ſecond Time of making 
the Signal for leading large was about a Quarter paſt 


Two; and the Tilbury return'd the Enemy's Fire 
about half an Hour paſt two, before the Signal for en- 
ging was made about two or three Minutes. I did 


ee the Tilbury's Signal for coming to a cloſer Engage- 
ment, but I ſaw no Shot fired. —The Admiral imme- 
diately edged towards the Enemy, upon making the 
Signal 

Gun to the Enemy's Ships he paſſed by, till he got 
along Side the Spaniſh Admiral, — The Tilbury and 
Strafford were engaged about half an Hour by them - 
ſelves. —The Spaniſh Squadron was of ſuperior Force 
to his Majeſty's Squadron, — I remember during 
the Cruize, before meeting the Enemy, the Admiral 


faid, if the Spaniſh Squadron came out, he would en- 


gage them; though I don't remember his mentioning 
that he would attack any particular Number. 


If the Tilbury and Strafford had been diſabled, I 


don't think the remaining five would have been a 


Match for the Enemy; and the Enemy, to be ſure, 


had a fair Opportunity given them of deſtroying 
the Tilbury and Straffordy. and the attacking the 
B 


Enemy 


for engaging; and did not, I believe, return a 


*. 
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Enemy as we did, was, to be ſure, giving the Ene- 


my great Advantage, — l think, as the Enemy was | 


ſtaying for us, we tnight have engaged them to much 
more Advantage, by going down upon them in a 
cloſe Line as theirs was.——The Cornwall began to 
engage the Spani/h Admiral a little atter three by | 
my Watch; and ſhe continued engaged about half 
an Hour; (IJ had my Watch in my Hand) or it might 
be a very little more, and when ſhe left off, her 
Foretopſail was down, and the Head of the Main- 
topmaſt was ſhot away, I believe, under the Hounds; } 


after her Maintopmaſt came down, ſhe threw up in ñ· 


the Wind, and I ſaw no more of her, as I was then 
making all the Sail I could to the Van, and the Spa- 
#i/þ Admiral then went on to attack the Strafford ; 
and the Enemy was not then broke, nor were they 
ever broke till a little before the Night came on, 
when the Ships we were engaged with went away 
W. and by S; what became of the reſt, I don't 
Know. 2 | 
I did not hear of the Admirals making a Signal to 
chace to' Leeward till afterwards, —When the Corn- | 
2wall hauPd out of the Action, ſhe left three Ships | 


engaged; the Lenox, Tilbury, and Strafford: The 


Canterbury and Warwick had not fired a Gun, — | 
The Cornwall's Maintopmaſt could not be ſoon re- 
| paired, but her Foreſail might ſoon have been ſer | 
again, and as the Enemy went away large, I think | 
ſhe might have followed, —1I did not fee her en- 


gaged again all that Day: but if the Cornwall had 
been diſabled, the Admiral might have ſhifted his 


Flag on board any other Ship. 3 ; 

As ſoon as it was dark, the Admiral was out 
of Sight, and I never ſaw his Lights. afterwards *| 
that Night, — The Action continued till near 10 
o' Clock with us; that is, the Tilbury and Oxford, 
we being ſeparated from the reſt of the Squadron. — | 
The Enemy engaged at firſt with the Wind upon 
the Beam; and when they went off, we ſteer'd 
almoſt before the Wind, till we Joſt fight of them | 


«> : — 
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5 believe the Enemy never had any Intention to 
ch double, for when the Enemy ſtretched ahead, they 
a never made an Attempt to double, — When the 


_ Cornwall hauled from the Spaniſb Admiral, he ſet his 
by 3 Topgallant Sails, and went for the Strafford. —— 
alf After the Enemy had bunted their Mainſails, upon 


hr forming their Line, I did not ſee them unbunt them, 
der till the Cornwall haul'd away. — I do think, that 
in- when the Spaniards made more ſail in the Morning, 


s; if they had made more ſtill, it would have been {till 

better Conduct for them to have made more, as it 
en would have kept our heavy Ships quite out of 
„2. Action. - 7 3 
73 At half an Hour paſt 10, or near 11, the Ad- 


ey miral haul'd down the Signal for leading large, and 
on. made the Signal for the Line of Battle upon a 
ay «| Wind.—If the Admiral had ſhifted his Flag, by 
n't  Pay-light, -I think it would have encouraged the 


Men, and therefore have been a Means of doing 
to better. —The Cornwall went better than any other 
hip in the Squadron, except the Sirafford ; ſhe 

had been juſt hove down, and was a clean Ship, — 
che I faw nothing of the Cornwall, after I paſſed her 
towards our Van: I did not ſee our two ſternmoſt 
re- Ships engage at all; they could not get up, I ſup- 
ſet poſe, on account of the little Winds and Calms; and 
ink our headmoſt Ships, I ſuppoſe, were crouded on by 
en. Signals. — I did not ſee the two. ſternmoſt Ships 
1ad engaged, but it was ſaid they did engage about an 
his Hour and half after the Van began; and I appre- 

hend, that the whole Squadron might have been 
our brought up to engage about that Time. 

| Then he withdrew. 


teutenant Cheney Hurt, late firſt Lieutenant of 
the Oxford, ſworn, 


HE Oxford made the Signal for diſcovering 
the Enemy about 5 o' Clock in the Morning, 
hey were then a little _ our Weather-bows 


'2 . that 


— — OI III — I OO rn ts > 


22 The T RIA IL of 

that is the Windermoft five of them, the others bore 
to the South Weſt Quarter; they were about four or 
five Miles upon our Weather bow, and thoſe in 
the South Weſt Quarter were about three Leagues 
diſtant.— The Enemy when we firſt ſaw them, were 


| ſtanding. to the Northward, and our Ships were : 
ſtanding to the South Eaſt Quarter; our Squadron | 


then wore by Signal.——The Spaniards were then 


making ſail towards us; and I believe they might 
chace us, for they had a great deal of Sail abroad, — |; 
The Admiral hoiſted: his Flag and Colours a little 
before ſix; and thereupon the Spaniſh Squadron 
ta:ked ſoon after and bore away to join ther Lee- | 
wardmoſt Ships, —Our Ship was clear for Action 
the Day tefore—1I believe the two Squadrons ſtood ! 
from each other about three Quarters of an Hour; 
we ſtanding to the Northward, and they to the 
Southweſt, to join their Leewardmoſt Ships. — | 
The Diftance between the two Squadrons might be | 
encreaſed thereby about a Mile, for there was but 
little Wind, and we lay by a little while after tack- } 
ing, and they ſtood to the Northward after us, till 


Oo? 


our Colours were out, — I remember a Genoeze Flag 
being hoiſted about 10 o'Clock, on board the Corn- 
wall, at the mizin Peek, and I remember it hoifted # 
again in the Afternoon, and I took it for a Signal } 
to lead large; 1 can't tell for what Ship, but it muſt ! 
be the Ship with the larboard Tack on board. —1 
ſaw the Canterbury thereupon make ſail to Leeward, 
and the Warwick, I believe, back'd her Maintop- 
fail ; and when that Signal was haul'd down, and 
the Jack Flag hoiſted, they both haul'd their Wind 
again. — I believe the Enemy's Line might extend 
about a Mile, or a Mile and a Quarter; the Extent} 
of ours muſt have been five Miles to be ſure. I took 
notice when the Engagement began, our Line was 
not cloſed. —T was preſent when a Mjdſhipman came 
ſrom the Admiral to Captain Toll; and the Captain 
ſaid to him, look at thoſe Ships aſtern, and there 
was the Canterbury with her Maintopſail aback, _ ; 
| 1 the? 
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the Warwick had all the Sail ſne could ſet, except 
the Spritſail and Spritſail· topſail. I can't tell whe- 
ther the Tilbury and Sirafford were within Point- 
blank, when the Spaniards firſt began to fire; but 
ſometime afterward, I ſaw-the Shot fly a good Way 
over the Ships. If the Tilbury and Straſtord had 
been diſabled, I don't know whether the five re- 


maining would have been a Match for their ſeven; 


they were better Ships than ours, only we were Eng- 
liſhmen.—The Enemy had, to be ſure, a fair Op- 
portunity given them of deſtroying the Tilbury and 
Strafford, by having their whole Force upon them 
tor about half an Hour ; and as the Enemy were 
in a cloſe Line, I believe it was giving them great 
Advantrge to attack them as we did; and, to be 
ſure, ,it was practicable to have engaged them in 
a Line to greater Advantage; but then, as our 
Line was, it would have been late before we could 
have engaged at all. — The Cornwall began to en- 
gage about three o' Clock, and continued engaged 
half an Hour, or a little more; and when ſhe left 
off, her Maintopmaſt was ſhot away under the 
Hounds, and her Foretopſail Yard was down: 
I know ſhe haul'd out of the Line, and Admiral 
Reggio thereupon went to attack the Sirafford. — 
The Enemy did not break before this, but a little 
before the Admiral haul'd out of the Line, the Con- 


quiſtador dropt aſtern from between the two Spaniſh 


Admirals, and we thought ſhe. had ſtruck, for her 
Enſign was down.—— When the Admiral hauled out 
of the Line, three of our Ships were engaged ; the 


Ss Tilbury, Strafford, and Lenox ; I can't tell, whether 
the Admiral's Damage was ſo much as to prevent 
his returning again to the Fight; but I did not ſee 


him engaged any more that Day.—I believe the 
Admiral by ſhifting his Flag, might have conti- 
nued to conduct the Action, before, and after Night 
came on. 4 
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The Engliſh Line, when firſt form'd, was a cloſe 
and very good one; and the Ships tack'd in very 
good Order, and kept their Line after they were 
tack*d.—T believe the Captain of my Ship took ſome 
Minutes of the Signals that were made; I don't re- 
member the Signal tor cloſing the Line about Half paſt 
Eight :—1 believe I do remember, at Half paſt Nine, 
or Ten o' Clock, the making the Signal for the Squa- 
dron to lead large, a Genoeze Flag.—I remember the 
Enemy had their Mainſails bunted, and waited for us; 
but don't remember their afterwards ſetting their Main- 
ſails, and Top-gallant Sails; nor do I remember the 
Admirals hauling down the Signal for leading large, 
and making the Signal upon a Wind again, nor the 
Signal for making more Sail.—I remember making 
the Signal to lead large again, when the Tilbury was 
brought into Action; I don't remember the Admi- 
ral's firing a Shot at the Tilbury. | 

I believe, about this Time, we were about a Mile 
and Half to Windward of the Admiral, rather upon 
his Quarter. I believe the Tilbury began to engage | 
juſt before the Signal for engaging was made; which 
might be about three or four Minutes after the Tibury 
began to fire: 1 believe the Midſhip-Man, Mr. Fell, 
who came on board our Ship, might be about a Quar- 
ter of an Hour coming on board our Ship, as the Ad- 
miral was about a Mile and a Half diſtant. When 
the Admiral made the ſecond Signal for leading large, 
he bore down to the Spaniſh Admiral, and took the 
Fire of the ſternmoſt Ships, without returning a Gun ; 
and the Stxafford and Lenox alſo obeyed the Signal, 
and bore down with him: The Szrafford, as well as 
the Tilbury, was fired at by the Spanih Admiral. —I ? 
can't tell whether the $7rafford fired or no, before the 
Signal was made for engaging.—I can't ſay whether 
any Ships bore down a-head of the Admiral, ſo near 
the Enemy, and in a regular Line with him as they 
were before. I ſaw the Admiral ſoon after his Main- 
top Maſt was knock*d away, and I think the Yard fel! 
on the Cap; I don't take it to be ſhot below the 
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Slings : I ſaw the Spaniſh Rear very cloſe together, 


but I believe it was after the Admiral left the Line; 
but they all fired at the Admiral and the Lenox: When 


the Admiral haul'd to Windward of the Lenox, he 
wore right a head of her; or whether ſhe might be 
right a- ſtern, or to Leeward of him, I don't know. _ 
I can't tell what were the Reaſons of our Line's not 
being cloſed, unleſs it was owing to Signaß; for it 
was very fine Weather all Day, and I believe the Ad- 
miral made proper Sail to get up with the Van. 8 
The Enemy's Line was in a Curve, the Center to 
Leeward; they form'd almoſt a Half Moon. pe 
Yn EW | Then he withdrew. 
Court adjourned till To-morrow Morning at 9 
Clock. Cn, | 


| December 12, 1749. 
THE Court met according to Adjournmen. 


The ſame Members preſent. Priſoner brought 
in. Audience admitted. Witneſſes called. 


John H ughes, late Maſter of a Merchant Ship, 


and Paſſenger in the Lenox, Sworn. 


Captain Innes, Did not the Lenox change Places 
with the Cornwall before the Action began? 
A. Yes, ſhe did; by which ſhe came to be the 
Cornwall's Second a- ſtern. | | 
9. Did the Lenox continue cloſe to the Cornwall, 
all the Time the Cornwall was in Action? 
.A. She really did, within a very ſmall Diſtance, 
Priſoner. Did the Lenox continue right a-ſtern of 
the Cornwall, during the Time ſhe was in Action ? 
A. Yes, ſo that the Cornwall was rather open to the 
Eaſtward, upon our Larboard Bow. 
Capt. Innes. Did not the Lenox keep upon the Corn- 


walls. Starboard Quarter, all the Time the Cornwall 


B 4 continued 
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continued in Action, till ſhe neue acroſs the * 5 


Hawſe ? 3 

x. She did: -: 

9, Was either the Lenox or Cormwall within Mut 
ket-ſhot of the Enemy, any Part of the Time that the 
| Cornwall continued in Action ? 

il | A. As to the Diſtance of Muſket-ſhot, I can't ac- 
if count for it; but the Lenox was rather nearer than the |: 
g Cornwall, and I don't remember any Muſket-ſhot reach- 
ing the Lenox, + I 
9. Did you ſee the Cornwall's Fore-ſail up, or Top- : 
fails aback, when ſhe haul'd from the Enemy? ; 

A. I ſaw her F ore-ſail up, and her Fore-top-ſail 

| down ; and, to the beſt of my Remembrance, the Head 
| her Main- top Maſt gone; her Helm a Lee; but 
4 2s to the Situation of her Top: ſails, I can't ſay. 1 
'T | 2, Did not ſome body trom the . hail the 
1 Lenox, and what was ſaid? 
A. Some body waved from the Cornwall, but I did 
|| not hear any thing ſaid : But I took the Waving to 
| ö ſignify, that the Lenox was to bear away clear of them. 
| F 2. Could the Lenox wear immediately, or why not? 
1 A. I heard Captain Holmes call to put the Helm 
1 a Port immediately, and ſhiver the after Sails; but 
1 then the Ship not wearing, but fore- reaching, the Ma- 

1 ſter called they ſhould be on board the Cornwall; 
1 upon which Captain Holmes ordered the Helm a Lee, 
| 11 to bring the Ship up to ſhiver her Sails; by doing 
| which, ſhe ranged up as far as the Mizen Chains of L 
the Cormuall to Windward. E 
Did not the Lenox wear, after that, as ſoon a8 

the could ? 

A. Captain Holmes ordered the Fore-ſail to be haul'd 
up, and the Top: ſails laid aback ; and as ſoon as ſhe 
was clear of the Cornwall, ordered her Fore fail to be 
l | ſet, and wore down to the Enemy. 

14 Did Admiral Reggio break his "FR or bear 
. away befare the Wind, upon Rear-Admiral Knowles's 
leaving him; or did he go to the Attack of the next 


ll Ship the Strafford? = 
1 V A. To 
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A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, Admiral 
Reggio, upon the Cornevall's leaving him, ſet his Main- 
ſail, and drew nearer the Wind, and went to attack 
the Ship a-head, which I believe was the Strafford. 
2. How many Ships of his Majeſty's Squadron 
were come into the Action, when the Cornwall hauled 
out of the Line? 
A. There were three in the Action; I don't remem- 
ber any more. Three, excluſive of the Cornwall. 
Q: Did you ſee the Cornwall lying to, by one of 
the Spaniſh Men of War, the Conguiſtador, and at 
what Time? | 1 | 
A. I can't ſay as to the immediate Time; but I 
ſaw. the Cornwall and a Spaniſh Ship, before Sun-ſer, 
to the beſt of my Knowledge, lying to together, at a 
great Diſtance to the Northward. 
| to Windward 


9. Was the Cornwall at that Time 
or to Leeward of the Lenox ? | 
A. I can't really ſay; but I take it ſhe was rather 
away to the Northward; and the Wind was then at 
E. N. E. to the beſt of my Remembrance. 

9. Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron at 
that Time warmly engaged with the Body of the Ene- 
my's Squadron, headed by their two Admirals ? 

A. I take that to be the Time we were moſt hotly 
engaged. | h 

Priſoner. With what 
at that Time ? 

A. As to the Ship, I can't ſwear ; but the Spaniſh 
Admiral was rather upon her Bow, another abreaſt of 
her, and a Third upon her Quarter; all three fired 
upon her. 15 

Capt. Innes .Was not the Succeſs of the Action at that 
Time depending, and the Spaniſh Ships engaged with 
his Majeſty's Ships, tho* equal in Number, yet of ſu- 
Pr . . | 3 

A. As to the Succeſs of the Action, I am no Judge 
of; but I know it was at that Time that the main 
Body of the Enemy firſt bare away. 

Then he withdrew. 


Lieu- 


Shi p was the Lenox engaged 
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Linn Nathaniel Davis, late firft "> WR ROT of - 


the Lenox, fworn. 


Captain Innes. After the Action began, did you 


ſee the Canterbury at any Time back her — 
co keep a- ſtern of the Warwick ? 

A. Yes. | 

9, Did not the Warwick croud Sail at the 1 
Time? 

A. Tes; ſhe had Topſails, Topgallantſails, Courſes, 
Gib and Stayſalls. 

9. Did not the . ſail better than the War- 
wick? 

A. Yes, I believe ſhe did. 

2. If Rear-Admiral Knowles had made the Canter- 
zury's Signal to have gone a-head of the Farwick, 
3 ſhe not have gone into Action much ſooner 
than ſhe did? 

A. Tes, I believe ſne would. 


FR e — 
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9. Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the Cornwall, all | 


the Time the Cornwall continued in Action? 
A. Yes. 


2, Did notthe Lerex keeprather upon the car 
ſtarboard Quarter, while ſhe continued in Action, till | 


the Cornwall back*d acroſs her Hawle ? 
A. I really am not poſitive of that; I think ſhe was 
rather a-ſtern of her, as near as poſſible in her Wake, 

. Was the Lenox as cloſe to the Enemy, during 
the Time the Cornwall continued in Action, as the 
Cornwall was? 

A. Yes. 

9, Was either the Cornwall or . during that 
Time, within reach of the Muſketry ? 

A. No, I don't believe they were. 

9. Did not ſomebody from the Cornwall call to the 
—_ — wear and go to lee ward? 
| es. 


Priſoner. Do you know who it was, and what were 


his Words! . 
A. 1 


aa Mr 
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-£ 1 don: t know who it was; I heard the Words, 
Bear down ; and ſaw Hats waved. 
of 9, Where was the Lenox then? 
A. Upon the CornwalPs Weather Quarter. 
; Captain Innes. By what Means did the Lenox come 
* upon the Cornwall's Weather Quarter? 
9 A. To keep clear of the Admiral. 
7 9. What Poſition was the Cornwall in, at that 
Time? What Sail abroad, and how was her Helm? 
A. Her Courſes were up, and her Topſails down; 
the Helm was a ſtarboard, when we bore down under 
her Stern. 
9. If the Cornwall had kept under way, would the 
Lenox have come into that Poſition ? 
A. No, I believe not. 
Court. Where was you quartered ? 


how much Wind? 
1 A. A fine Breeze, and * Weather. 
3 Priſoner. Did not the Cornwall fire at the Enemy; 
tilt as long as ſhe was within Gun-ſhot of them? 
A. She fired at the Enemy, Juſt as we paſt her; 
what ſhe did afterwards, I can't tell. 


we A. I was quartered upon the upper Deck. 
os, | Captain Innes. Upon the Cornwall's going out of 
ner the Line, did Admiral Reggio bear —_— or ra- head to 
the Strafford? 
| A. Wenta-head to the Strafford. 
all Court. What Weather had you at _ 3 and 


8 Captain Innes, How far was the Lenox from 1 
Ns Enemy, when vou paſſed the Cornwall? 
the : A. I believe, about two Cables Length. 
= 9. How far did you run, after you paſt under the 
 _ FF Cornwall's Stern, before you came properly into Ac- 
that tion again with the Enemy? | 
5 A. We came into Action directly. 5 
9. How many of his Majeſty's Ships, beſides the 
the Cornwall, were in Action, when the cum haul'd 
out of the Line? 
ID A. I can't tell whether it was three or four ; I am 


not politive of more than three. 
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9. Did you ſee the Cornwall lay to by the Conquiſ? 
tador, and at what Time ? 

A. Yes, about Sun-ſet, or a little before. The Sun 
then ſet about three-quarters after Five. ' 
* 2, Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron, at 
that Time warmly engaged with the Body of the Spa- 


uiſo Squadron, headed by their two Admirals? 


A. Yes. 
; Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depend- 


ing; and the Spaniſh Ships, tho? rh in N — yet 
of ſuperior Force? 


A. Xen. 
Q. Could not the Cornwall hawk ſent her Boat on 


board the Prize, and cut her Rigging, or any thing 
requiſite ? 
A. Yes. a. 
Q: Was the Body of 1 Majeſty's s Squadron then 
engaged, to wind ward or to lee ward of the Cornwall ? | 
A. To leeward. 5 
©. Could not the Cornwall, and Rear-Admiral 
Knowles in her, have come to the Direction and Aſk | 
ance of his Majeſty's Ships then engaged TEE 
A. I believe he might, 1 
Court. From whence did you ſee the Shi ps en- 
gaged? ; 
A. From the ſtarboard Gallery. 
2. How had you the Wind? 
A. Abaft the Beam. 4 
Captain Innes. Did you think it was practicable to 
have carried his Majeſty's Squadron in a cloſe compact |! 
Line down | upon the Enemy, as they did not run from |: 
A. We muſt have been a good while longer before 
we engaged; before the Warwick could have come _ . 
| Queſtion repeated. | : 
A. If they had continued lying by, of courſe it was 
— as the Warwick got up before Night. | 
9. How long were the Tilbury and een engaged 
by themſelves? © | 


A. 1 * about a quarter of an Hour, or better. Z 
| 4 Was 2 
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22 2. Was the Spaniſb Squadron of ſuperior Force to 
his Majeſty's ws ? 
Sun A. We found them to be ſo afterwards: After the 


| Conquiſtador was taken, when we had an Account of 
, at the other Ships. 


pa- £2; Was not the Cornwall out of fight of the Lenos, 


before 7 o' Clock? 

1 A. I don't remember ſeeing =p thing of her, or 
end- her — on dark. 
yet Court. Night, when you ſaw the Cornwall 

__ [with the 43 — 1, what Diſtance might ſhe be from 

the Body ft the Squadron? 
on A. I believe, about a League from the Lenox, which 
ung was then with the Squadron engaging. 

. 9, What Sail could the Cornwall have ſet, when 

he why 1 4 the Conguiſtador? 

8 her go down to that Ship, with her Fore- 
JP? | Fo = Foretopſail. 
= Priſoner. What Sail had the Enemy abroad at that 
iral 7 1 ? 


ſt. A. I think they were then under their 1 opfails onlys 

— but I am not poſitive whether it was Topſails only, « or 
XZ Topfails and Foreſail. 

en- 9. What Sail had the Lenox then? ? 


A. Topfails and Foreſail. 
Q: Was not the Signal out at that Time on board 
dhe Cornwall, for the Fleet to chace to leeward ? 
1 A. I can't tell. | 
to Den he witharew. 


om Lieutenant Henry Threllfall, of Marines, on board 
1 the Lenox, foorn, 


Captain Janes. Where was you quartered ? 

A. Sometimes upon the Poop, ſometimes upon 
the Quarter-deck, but chiefly upon the Quarter- deck. 

Qi After the Action began, did you ſee the Canter- 
bury at any Time back her Maintopſail, to keep a- ſtern 
of the Warwick? 

A. I don't remember to have taken notice of her 
at all. Piriſoner. 
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Priſoner. Did you ever ſee the Warwick back her 
Mainto ſail ? | . 

A. No. 


Captain Innes, Did che Lenox _ cloſe to the 


Cornwall, all the Time the Cornwall continued in Ac- 
tion? 

A. Yes, I think ſhe did, 

. Priſoner, Was ſhe never upon the CornwalPs Wea- 
ther-Quarter ? | _ 

A. Yes, ſhe was. 

Captain Innes. Did you ſee the Cormoalt's F oreſail 


| hauP'd up, and Topfails aback ? 


A. I can't remember. 
Did not the Lenox engage as cloſe as the Corn- 
wall, till the Cornwall hauled out of the Line? 
A. 1 think the did; for we were directly in her 


Stern, or Wake; except a little Time when ſhe was 


upon her Quarter. 
Was either the Lenox or cnn within nach 


of Muſketry, any Part of that Time? 


- A. I think the ey were ; for I did not judge chem 
8 


two hundred Yards from the Enemy. 


9. How long were the Tilbury and Strafford en- 1 


gaged with the Enemy by themſelves ? . 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, about fifteen 
Minutes, 

9, If the Enemy had diſabled the 7 bury and Straf- 
ford, before the reſt of the Squadron came up ; would 
the remaining five Ships have been capable of ſupport- 
ing an Attack againſt the Spaniſh Squadron ? 

A. lam no Judge of it. 


9. Did Admiral Reggio 'bear away before the Wind, | ; 


or did he go immediately to attack the next Ship, the 
Strafford, when the Cornwall hauled from him? 

A. He edged away, but kept on engaging ; but he 
edged away, as he did all the Time of the Action, as I 
thought, 

, Priſoner. Did the Cormuall continue firing at him, 


after he edged away? 


A. Yes; for as we paſſed the Cornwall, ſhe fired 
| her 
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as we did, if we had. 
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her foremoſt Guns, when ſhe could fire clear of us. 
Q: Did not the Spaniſh Admiral make all the Sail he 
could? 5 
A. I remember I ſaw him make fail juſt about that 
Time—two or three of the Enemy's Ships were then 


in a Heap together, and I imagin'd it might be to get. 
into a better Line. 1 
Captain Innes. Did you ſee the Cornwall lying to, 
by the Conguiſtador, and at what Time? | 


A. I ſaw her juſt when we imagined they were board- 
ing her, by Boats; and it was Juſt paſt Sun-ſet. 


9. Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron at 
that Time warmly engaged with the Body of the Spa- 


niſo Squadron, headed by their two Admirals? 
A. Les, the Lenox and Ships a-head of her were. 
9, Was not the Fate of the Action then depending, 
between the Body of the two Squadrons? 
A. Yes, in a great Meaſure. 
Then he withdrew, 


4 Richard Trueland, Maſter of the Lenox, fworn, 


Y Captain Innes. After the Action began, did you 
ſee the Canterbury at any Time back her Maintoplail, 


to keep in the Line a-ſtern of the Warwick? 

A. ES, ' i ; 

Q: Did you ſee the Wariwck at any Time ſpare Sail, 
or back her Maintopſail, after the Action began? 

A. Never any thing like it. 


9, If Rear-Admiral Knowles had made the Canter- 
bury's Signal to go a- head of the Warwick, would ſhe 


not have come to Action a great deal ſooner ? 


A. I can't tell ; becauſe I don't know the Time the 


Maintopſail was aback ; for tho? I ſaw it aback once, 
yet I don't know the Time. 


S Was it not practicable to have carried the Squa- 


dron down in a cloſe Line upon the Enemy, as they 


did not run from us ? 


* 


A. We could not have come to Engagement ſo ſoon 


Queſliou 
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Queſtion repeated. 

A. Yes. | 

Court. How far did you reckon yourſelf from 

the Havanna, that Morning at Day-break ? 

A. Above twenty Leagues to the Weſtward of it, 
as near as I can remember. 

Captain Innes. Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the 
Cornwall, all the Time the Cornwall continued in Ac- 
tion? 

A. Tes. | 

Q.: Did not the Lenox rather continue on the Cory- 
wwall's ſtarboard Quarter, till the Cornwall back'd a- 
_ croſs her Hawſe? 

A. Neareſt of the two; but rather in an exact Line. 

Priſoner. Did the Cormall ever fall into the Lenox's 
Hawſe ? : | 
A. By our endeavouring to wear clear of wn, we | 
were very near it; ] was afraid of it. 5 

2: Did the Danger of the CornwalPs falling into | 
the Lenox's Hawſe, proceed from the Lenox's wearing, 
or any Act of the CornwalPs? 

A. Partly, both. 

2. What might the Cornwall do, to oceutith it? | 

A. By our wearing; and, as Mr. Hughes called out, 
by the Cornwall's having ſtern-way. ; 

Captain Innes. Was the Cornwall's F orcſail haul' d : 
wo: 7 

of I don' t know. = 

9, Was the CornwalPs Helm a-weather or 2 lee * | 
os were her Topfails aback ? : 

A. I domt know. 6 

9, What hindered the Lenox from wearing fo rea- 
dily as ſhe ought to have done? : 
A. Her larboard Maintopſail Yard-arm being ſhot | 


away, the larboard Main- clue Garnet being ſhot away | 


| likewiſe, and the Foretopmaſt Stayſail Haliards being | 
ſhot. away likewiſe, the _—_ would not fo readily 
_ wear. : 
Priſoner, At this Time, was not the CornoalT's i 

Fore- 


the Action was over, 
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F oretopſail- -Yard down upon the Cap, and the Head 


of the Maintop-Maſt ſhot away? ? 


if, Tes. | 
. How long was the canal in Action? 
Pj Above an i Hour and half, | 
Captain 2. all. How long after Mr. Knowles lf off 


| engaging with the Spaniſh Admiral was it before he 
Vent down to the Conquiſtador? 


A. I really don't know exactly. 
Captain Innes. How did you keep your Account 


of Time, by a Watch, or by Gueſs? 


A. By Gueſs, I made the Obſervation as bon ag 
Did not the Lenox engage as cloſe as the Corn 
wall, as long as the Cornwall continued in Action ? 
ei 

Q. Was either the Lans or Cornwall, within reach 
of Muſketry, any Part of that Time? | 

A, For want of knowing how far a Muſket is rec- 
koned to carry, I can't judge. 

9. What Diſtance did you computs yourſelf from 
the Enemy? 

A. Two Cables Lengths. 

9. Did you ſee the — lying to, y the Con: 
quiſtador Prize, and at what Time? 

A. Yes, about 6 o' Clock. 

9. Was not the Body of his Majeſty's W at 
that Time warmly engaged with the Body of the Spa- 
niſh Squadron, headed by their two Admirals? 

A. I remember the Strafford and Lenox were at that 
Time engaging with three Ships, but I obſerved no 


2 farther. 
ſhot | 
way | 
eng | 


dily Þ 


all's | 
ore- Þþ 


9. Was not the Enemy at that Time making off, 
with moſt of the Sail they could croud ? 
A. They bore more away but I can't remember 


what Sail they had abroad. 


2, Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depend- 
ing; and the Ships you were engaged w_ of WN 
Force to you? | | 

G | 4. I 
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A, I could not be a Judge of the Succeſs of the Ac- 
tion, not obſerving the — Squadron, but only thoſe 
x | three Ships I ſaid "before ; the Force of the Enemy! 
| learned afterwards to be greater. 
n 9. Was the Cornwall at that Time, when lying to, 
to Windward or to Leeward of you? 
A. I believe ſomething to Windward, for we had 
run down then ſomething to Leeward after the Ships. 
9. Could the Cornwall, if ſhe had made all the Sail 
ſhe was able, have come -up with the Ships that were 
engaged, with the Sail they had then ſet ? 
A, I obſerved before, that I did not know what Sail 
they had then ſet. 
9. How long were the 7 "IE and Strafford engaged 
by themſelves, in the Beginning of the Action? 
A. About a quarter of an Hour. 
2. If che Enemy had diſabled the Tilbury and Straf- b 
ford, before the reſt of his Majeſty's Squadron came 
up, would the remaining five Ships have been able to 
have ſupported an Attack againſt the ſeven Ships of 
the Enemy? 
A. I don't know; it would have been a great Diſ- 


advantage to be ſure. | 
9. Might not the Admiral, by ſhifting his Flag, B 


| =» 2nd ; 
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have continned to conduct the Adlon. before and af 7 

ter Night came on? 4 
A. Yes, I believe. 1 
Admitted by the Priſoner, 0 


Priſoner. When the Squadron was up to Windward, 
when the Tilbury firſt began the Action, did not the 5 
Admiral make à Signal for the ys to bear down upon 
the Enemy ? 

A. I remember about half paſt 2 o' Clock to have * 
ſeen a St. George's Flag at the Mizen Peek, which was j 
told me to be the Signal for leading large. TT 

2, Upon that Signal being made, did not the Corn- 
wall, — and Strafford, bear down? 

A. Lremember the Cornwall and Lenox did; I am 7 
not certain whether the Srafford did, or no. I 


9. Did 
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2. Did you ſee a — fired at the Ti/bury to make 
her bear down? 

A. I ſaw two fired, at two different Times, towards 
the headmoſt Ships; which I ſuppoſed to be, to obſerve 
the Signal. 

Captain Innes. Could you be certain, at that Di- 
ſtance, and in the Poſition you then were, whether the 
Tilbury ſheer'd towards the Enemy, at the Times the 
Shot were fired? 

A. I think I could, if I had been obſerving her. 

2. 1 was you obſerving her ? 

O 


2 Did you ſee the Strafford ſheer towards the E- 


nemy? 


A. No. 

Court. Can you aſſign a Reaſon for our Squadron's 
being ſo ſtraggling ? 

A. The Warwick's bad Sailing. 

Captain Innes. Was you not haiPd from the Corn- 
wall, in the Morning about 10 o Clock, to make 
more Sail? 

A. Yes. 

Q: Was you not out of Hail, afterwards, when a 


Boat came to you from the Admiral, to order you to 
fall a-ſtern? | 


3 I don't know whether we were out of Hail, or 
3 but I remember a Boat coming on board with 
Orders: ; a Letter I think it was. 
Do you remember what Time the Signal was 
made, for the Ships in the Van to make more Sail ? 

A. No. 

Priſoner. Did not the Cornwall, after ſhe had 
changed Places with the Lenox, croud all the Sail ſhe 
could, to get up with the headmoſt oy and cloſe 
that Space! ? | 

A. Yes. 

Court. What Sail had the Einst at Night, 3 you 


was engaging the Enemy, when you ſaw the Cornwall 


lying by the Conguiftador ? 
A, Topſails, and Foreſail. | | 
C 2 Had 
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9, Had the Lenox, at any part of the Evening after 


that Time, any more Sail abroad, than her r Topſail 

and Foreſail ? 

A. Not while engaging ; but we ſet more between 
Nine and Ten. 

Priſoner, Do you remember the Admiral's Captain 
coming on board the Lenox with Orders, after the Corn- 
wall had loſt her * when you were a-head 
of her ? . 

H. Les. 


9. Ani what Sail did the Lenox make afterwards, | 


upon Receipt of thoſe Orders? 
A. I don't remember to have had any thing but 
Foreſail and Topſails. 

Captain Innes. Did not the Lenox at that Time 
bear down to the Enemy, till obſtructed by the War- 
wick's being between her and the Enemy ? | 

. Yes. 

Q: Did ſhe not puſh a-head of the Warwick, and 
edge down towards the Spaniſh Squadron, and come 
into cloſe Action, with the Sail ſhe had then ſet ? | 

A. We came into cloſe Action, with the Sail we had 
| 8 the Warwick giving way to us, to let us 

aſs. 

Captain Holmes. Was the Lenox 8 Maintopmaſt, 
Tiberoſe, or St. Maria? 

A. I remember it, to have been ads ſo, on board 
the ons 1 am not a a Judge „ 

| Then be withdrew. 


Lieutenant Thomas Gordon, ſecond Lieutenant ef | 


the Lenox, faworn. 


Q. Where was you quartered ? 

A. On the Gun- deck. 

Captain Innes. After the Action began, did you ſec 
the Canterbury at any time, back her Maintopfail ? 
A. I take it to be the Canterbury; there were two 
iz» "hy together, and-it was the leewardmoſt, or ſtern- 
mo 


II 


* — 


til 
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2 If Rear-Admiral Knowles had made the Canter- 


bury's Signal to go a-head of the Warwick, might ſhe 
not 12 * got into the Action much ſooner than ſhe 
did! 
Admitted by the Priſoner.” 
. Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the Cornwall all the 
Ting the Cornwall continued in the Action? 
A. I can't tell, becauſe I was below. 
Did you ever fee the Cornwall's Foreſail up, or 
Toplails aback ? 
A. I think ſomething was the Matter with che Fore- 
toplail-Yard ; for it was down upon the Cap. 
In what Poſition did the Cornwall then lye ? 
Z. She ſeemed to me to lye as if her Head was in 
the Line of Battle with the Enemy. 
. Did the Lenox engage as cloſe as the Cirmunth 
till the Cornwall haul'd out of the Line? 
A. As I did not ſee the Corawall, I can't tell. 
. About Sun-ſet, was not the Body of his Ma- 
jetty 8 Squadron warmly engaged with the Body of 
the Enemy's Squadron, headed by their two Admirals? 


A. We were engaging the Enemy at that Time; 


but I could not ſee the Ships a-head. 
Then he Witbarew. 


. Stephen Dunſton, late Maſter Attendant at 


Jamaica, Sworn. as Falſenger in tbe Lenox. 


Capt. Tunes. After the Action began, did you ſes 
the Canterbury back her Main- top Sail ? 

A, No, I was upon the Gun Deck. 

Q: Did you ſee the Cornwall's Fore-ſail up, and 
Top- ſails down, or in what Poſition ſometime after 
the Action began? 

A. I ſaw her when the Cornwall paſſed by us to, 


Windward ; I ſaw the Head of his Top-maſt gone, 


his Top-fails down, and Main and Fore- ſails up. 

9. Did you obſerve whether the Cornwall's Fore- 
yard was ſquare? . 

4. No. : EE | 
C 3 9. While 
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Q: While the Lenox continued a-ſtern of the Corn- 
wall, was the Lenox at any Time within Reach of 
| Muſketry with the Enemy ? 

A. No, I don't think we were ever within Muſket 
Shot. 

9. Did you ee the Cornwall lying to by the Con- 
quiſtador Prize, and at what Time ? 

A. Tes, a little before Sun-ſet I ſaw the Cornwall 
very near, firing at the Conquiſtador, to the beſt of my 
Remembrance. 


9. At what Diſtance, and was ſhe to Windward : 


or to Leeward of the Lenox ? 

A. I can't ſay; we were very hot upon Action 
en, and I did but juſt look out; I think ſhe was 
to Leeward of us, a-ſtern. 

Then he withdrew. 


Lieutenant 183 Skeen, Third Lieutenant of 
the Lenox, Sworn.—2uarter'd on the Upper 
Deck from the Main-maſt aft. 


Capt. Innes. After the Action began, did you at 
any — ſee the Canterbury back her Main top Sail ? 

A. No 

2; Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the Cornwall all the 
Time the Cornwall continued in Action? 

A. At the firſt of the Engagement, when the Ad- 
miral fired firſt, we were pretty cloſe to him; after 
that, being at my Quarters, I can't tell. 

2. Did you ſee the Cornwall's F * up, and 
Top- ſails aback ? 

A. No. | 

Q; Was either the Lenox or Cornwall within Reach 
of Muſketry with the Enemy, during the Linas” $ be- 
ing a-ſtern of the Cornwall? 

A. That I am not poſitive of. 

; Did you ſee the Cornwall lying to by the Con- 

guiſtador Prize, and at what Time? 

TL I ſaw her by the Conguiſtador, and judged the 
Time to be about half * Fi ive. 

9, Was 
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9. Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron at 

that Time engaged with the Body of the Spaniſh Squa- 
dron, headed by their two Admirals ? 

yo, f | | 

9. Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depend- 


ing, and the Spaniſh Ships, engaged with his Majeſty's 


Ships, of ſuperior Force ? 

A. To the beſt of my Judgment it was. 

9, Could the Cornwall, if ſhe had made all the Sail 
ſhe was able, have come up with the Body of his Ma- 


| jeſty's Squadron, with the Sail they had then ſet ? 


A. I can't be poſitive. 5 

2, Was not the Cornwall out of Sight before 7 
o'Clock ? = 

4 1 

9. How long after did the Action continue? 
A. The laſt firing, as near as I can gueſs, was about 
10 o' Clock. 

Then be withdrew. 


Lieutenant James Wilkie, late Midſhipman of the 


Lenox, Sworn.— Quartered to paſs the Word. 


Capt. Innes. After the Action began, did you at 
any Time ſee the Canterbury back her Main-top Sail ? 


A. Yes. 

; Did you ſee the Warwick at any Time ſpare Sail, 
or back her Main-top Sail after the Action began, or 
till ſhe got up with the Conguiftador ? : 

X. Io, I did mot. -- -- 

2: Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the Cornwall, all 
© the Cornwall continued in Action ? 

Les. 3 | 


9. Was either the Lenox or Cornwall within Reach 


of Muſketry any Part of that Time ? 
A. I believe not. | 
L. Did you ſee the Cornwall's Fore-ſail up, and 
Top- ſails aback ? | | 
A, I don't remember it. | | 
: C4 | 9. Did 
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9, Did you fee the Cornwall bring to rh the Con- 
guiſtador, and at what Time? 

A. Yes, after 5 o' Clock. 
9, Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron at 
that Time, warmly engaged by the Body of the Spa- 
#fþ Squadron, headed by their two Admirals ? 

. Te 


9, Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depend- 


ing, and his Majeſty's Ships, tho' equal in Number, 
yet of inferior Force to the Enemy ? 

A. Yes. 

9. Was not the Cormuall out of Sight, before 7 

o'Clock at Night? 

A. She was out of Sight at 7 ; I did not look for 
her before. 

9. How long afterwards did the Action continue? 

A. About two Hours, | 

Then he caithdrew. 


Thomas Symonds, /ate Midſhipman of the Lenox, 
_ feoorn, —Ngartered to obſerve Signals. 


Capt. Iunes. Have you the original Copy of the 
Signals? | 

4. LEE. 

. What Signals did you obſerve to be make that 
Day by. Rear-Admiral Knowles, and at what Time ? 

Read, as follows, from Notes be ſaid he t00k in the 
Aion. 

A. At half paſt 5, A. M. the Admiral made a Sig 
nal to wear; at three Quarters after 5, he made the 
Signal for the Line of Battle a-head ; at 6 he hoiſted 
his Flag and Colours, as did the reſt of the Squadron; 
a Quarter after 6, he made the Signal for the Squadron 
to fill and ſtand on; half paſt 6 he made the Signal to 
tack, and alſo hoiſted a blue and white Flag at his 
Fore-top Maſt ; ditto, all the Squadron tack'd; at 
three 9 alter 6, as the Admiral paſſed by us, 
he told us to make what Sail we could, and tell the 
Strafford to do the ſame; at 8 the Admiral hoiſted a 

| | TEC 
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red Flag with a white Croſs, at his Main- top-maſt 
Head ; half paſt 8, the Admiral lay'd his Main- top 
Sail aback, hoiſted his Boats out, and filled again; 
half paſt 9 the Admiral hoiſted a blue and white Flag 
at his Main- top-maſt Head, and laid his Mizen- top 
Sail aback, and hauled down the red Flag, with a 
white Croſs, from his Main- top-maſt Head; three 
Quarters paſt 9, the Admiral hauled down the Signal 
for the Line, and hoiſted a St. George's Flag at his 
Mizen Peek, and filled his Mizen-top Sail; likewiſe 
hailed us, and told us to make more Sail, bear away, 
and ſet ſteering Sails; and we told the Strafford to do 
the ſame ; halt paſt 10 the Admiral hoiſted a blue and 
white Flag at his Main-top-maſt Head, a red Pendant 
at the Fore, and a blue Pendant at the Mizen; three 
Quarters after 10, he hauled them Signals down ; at 
II the Admiral hauled down the St. George's Flag 
from his Mizen Peek, and made the Signal for the 
Line of Battle a head; half paſt 11 the Admiral's 
$Y Barge came aboard; at three Quarters paſt 11, the Ad- 
miral hailed us, and told us to drop a-ſtern of him; 
ditto, ſhortned Sail and dropt a-ſtern, and made Sail 
again, and the Admiral told us to keep cloſe under his 
Stern; half paſt 12, the Admiral hoiſted a white Flag 
and a red Pendant at his Fore-top-maſt Head; three 
at W Quarters after 12, he haul'd them down again; a 

Quarter paſt 2, the Admiral haul'd down the Signal 
e for the Line, and hoiſted a St. George's Flag at his 
Mwizen Peek, and fired two Shot for the Ships to ob- 


10 


ſerve it; half paſt 2, the Enemy and our Van began 
eto engage; a little time afterwards the Admiral made 
d a Signal to engage the Enemy ; three Quarters after 2, 
the Admiral and us began to engage: at 4, the Ad- 
n | miral hoiſted a blue and white. Flag at his Fore-top- 
o maſt Head; ſoon after he haul'd it down and hoiſted 
's a blue Pendant there, and a red and white Flag at the 


t ſame Place; ditto, he laid his head Sails aback, and 
> haul'd his Fore-fail up; three Quarters paſt 4, the Ad- 
miral told us to go a-head of him; ditto, run a-head 
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of him; at 5 the Admiral hoiſted a blue Flag in his 
Mizen Shrouds, 
7 Ben he withdrew, 


Archibald Mes, late Maſter of the Oxford, 


SWOrN. 


Capt. Tunes. Do you remember a Genoeze Flag hoi- 


ſted on board the Cornwall at the Mizen Peck, and at 
+ what Time ? | 


A. I remember a Flag hoiſted at the Mizen Peek, 


but whether a white Flag with a red Croſs, or a red | 
Flag with a white Croſs, I can't tell 


on board our Ship to be a Signal for cloſing the Line; 


it was made at 8 O'Clock in the Morning. 


9. What was the Extent of our Line when the 
Action began? 

A. To the beſt of my Knowledge, about four Miles 
and an Half. 

Q; Was any Meſſage ſent from che Admiral to 
your Captain? 

„ | 

9. When, and by whom ? 

A. About 2, or after 2 O'Clock, by Mr. Fell. 


Q; Was you by your Captain when that Meſſage : 
was delivered ? : 


A. Yes, I was on the Quarter Deck lien. 
. What did your Captain obſerve to Mr, Fell? 


Captain 70, ſaid to him, that the Ship a-ſtern of | | 
the Lenox did not come up in a proper Line, at a pro- 


but we took it | 


NEAR ape * 32%" my” 
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per Diſtancẽ: And he deſired him to obſerve the Var- 


wick, for the Canterbury ſhortned Sail to keep a- tern 
of der z the Warwick had not then all the Sail out that { 


ſhe could make. : 
8 What Sail had the Vurwick out then ? 


A. Courſes, Top- ſails, Top-gallant Sails, Gib, to ; | 
the beſt of my Knowledge; I believe ſhe had then all 7 
her Stay-ſails ſet, when Mr. Fell was on board. 7 


9, What Sails had ſhe not ſet that could 8 * ? 


3 
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A. Sprit-ſail, Sprit-fail-top-ſail, and I believe ſtud- 
ding Sails; tho' I can't tell whether they would ſtand 


the Tilbury, after Mr. Fell. came on board of us. 


d. 2: Was you to Windward or to Leeward of the 


Warwick, and how far? 

A. We were to Windward of the Warwick ; and 1 
believe, if ſhe had hauled her Wind, might have fetch*d 
half way between us and the Cornwall, which would 
be about three Quarters of a Mile to Leeward of us; 
K. [hc was about three Miles a-ſtern. | | 
1 In what Situation, in reſpect to your Ship, was 
Ithe Tilbury, when you went to her Aſſiſtance ? 

A. About two Points upon our Lee Bow; and our 
ſtudding Sails ſtood till we judged ourſelves nigh 
enough the Tilbury, to ſhorten Sail. 

3 2. What Time did the Cornwall begin to er gage? 
A. After 3 o'Clock, by our Watch. 

9. How long did ſhe continue engaged? 


| Opinion. 3 
Capt. Toll. Are thoſe Minutes you have now in your 
publickly on the Quarter Deck to yourſelf and all the 


Y Officers, the Morning after the Action? 
A. They are not what was put down in the Leg- 


; book, by Conſultation, the next Morning; but as 1 
¶corrected them myſelf afterwards, upon my own Re- 
| | 


collection. 
Capt. Innes. What Damage had the Cornwall re- 


IJ gaging ? 


; down upon the Cap. | 
Ss 2, a you obſerve her Fore-ſail hauPd up? 
A. No. | 


1 [ 9. Did you ſe the Admiral engaged any more that 
A. No. 


9. Wat 


ON 
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then or not; tho? ours were ſet when we went up to 


A. I believe, pretty nigh an Hour, according to my 


Hand, the Minutes taken from thoſe that were read 


— LIES” — 


FF ceived, to outward Appearance, when ſhe left off en- 


A. Her Main-top Maſt gone, and F ore-top Sail 
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- 9, Was the Admiral out of 5 of your Ship at 
| 7 o*'Clock at Night? 
Ai. I can't ſay, becauſe I did not look, as we were | 


then engaged ourſelves. | He 
il : How long after did the Action continue? 
„ A. It was after ꝙ o Clock, I think, when we left off. bei 


' 9. Are you under any Influences from Promiſes of Fo 
Preferment, or otherwiſe, from the Rear-Admiral, or 


any body in his Behalf? : | - 
""—_ = | he 

| | T ben be withdrew, | 
Ac 


Lieutenant John Popkins, late Second r me 


the Oxford, Sworn.— Quartered on the Lower ing 
Gun Deck, | on 


Capt. Ines. Do you remeber a Genoeze Flag hoi- at 
ſted at the Mizen Peek on board the Cornwall? N 
. = 

2. Do you mana how long the 88. and wi. 

Straſford were engag d by themſelves ? 


A. No, I can't juſtly ſay the Time. ; we 
2, What time did the Cornwall begin to engage? ? 1. 
A, About half paſt 2. ral 
2: How long did ſhe continue engaged? = 
A. I am not certain. e g th: 
! 2. Did you ſee her haul out of the Line? 5 
| A. No, for I went between Decks. me 
{l Then he withdrew. as 
be 
5 


Lane John El "dating late Third Lieute- 3 
nant of the Oxford, Sworn. —Nyartered upon the Li 


Lower Gun Deck. 
Capt. Ines. Do you ber a Genoeze Flag be- : ON 
ing hoifted at the Mizen Peek on Sn. the Cornwal, £ 
on the 1ſt of Oober ? | H 
A. No. 5 


©. What time did the Cornwall begin to engage * : 


A. About half an 2. 


'oi- ; 


Rear-Admiral K NON LES 
9. How long did ſhe continue engaged? | 
A. About an Hour, that I ſaw her engaged. 

2. Did you ſee her Fore-ſail hauPd up, and her 

Head come round to, to Windward ? 


A. I did not ſee her Fore- ſail haul'd up, as J remem- 
ber; but I ſaw her Head-ſails to the Maſt, and her 


F ore-top-ſail down upon the Cap. 


9. Did ſhe haul away from the Spaniſh Admiral, 


or did the Spaniſh Admiral bear away, and run from 


her ? 
A. She did not lay upon a Parallel with the Spaniſh 


Admiral as ſhe did in the Action ; but her Head lay 


more to Windward, occaſion'd by her Head-ſails be- 
ing aback, as 1 apprehend : The Spaniſh Admiral Kept 


on towards the Headmoſt Ships. 


Priſoner, Was the Cornwall's Main-top- maſt gone 
at that Time when you look'd at her? 

A. It was. 

Capt. Innes. How many Ships were then engaged 
with the Enemy ? 

A, When I "Ow her Head-ſails to the Maſt, there 
were three engaged, the Tilbury, Strafford, and Oxford; 
I did not ſee whether the Lenox, a- ſtern of the Admi- 
ral, was engaged or not. 

9. Did not the Cornwall go remarkably better large 
than any other Ship in the Squadron, being the cleaneſt? 

A. I can't ſay any other; ſhe went better than 
moſt, but the Strafford went better than ſhe, as much 
8 : remember of it ; but ſhe went very well large, to 

e ſure. 


9. Did you ſee any thing of the canal, or her 


: r after 7 o Clock? 


A. ] don't remember that I did. 


9. How long did the Action continue after 7 
o'Clock ? 


A. With us, it laſted about two Hours and an 
Half. _ 


wy ben he withdrego. 
Lien- 
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Lieutenant Thompfon, late Firſt Lieutenant of N wal 
the Strafford, Fours —Nuartered ry the Upper dov 
Dat —_ £ 
Capt. Innes. Was it practicable to have carried down 
the Brit; Squadron upon the Enemy on the iſt of f. 
October, in a cloſe Line of Battle, as they did not run Ml © p 
from us? gs. - 
A. Yes, I 1 it was. | 
9. How long was the Tilbury and Strafford engaged S 7 
with the Enzmy by themſelves? in 
A. The Tilbury, I believe, engaged about fifteen i a 
Minutes before the Szrafford ; and I believe afterwards, Ml 


both were engaged about forty Minutes together, be- C 
fore the Cornwall engaged. 


Court, How many Ships of the Enemy engaged Nh 
thoſe two Ships during that forty Minutes, and at ©) 
what Diſtance ? 'F f 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, we received r 
the Fire of three or four in paſſing to the Van, and | *. 


there we engaged the ſecond Ship; I believe we were Wi 
within point blank, when they firſt fired upon us; _ 
for the firſt or ſecond Broadſide we received, they kill'd Þ J 
the Man at the Helm, and knock'd the Wheel away. a 
23 If the Enemy had diſabled the Tilbury and Straf- 
ford, before the reſt of his Majeſty's Ships got up to 
their Aſſiſtance, would the remaining five have been 
able to have fu pported an Attack againft the ſeven Þ 
Ships of the Enemy ? i 
A. I can't ſay; I am not a Judge of that. 1 
Priſoner, When the Tilbury entered into Action, 
did not the Admiral make the 8 Signal to lead large, and BY c- 
bear down upon the Enemy ? 1 
A. 1 don't remember to have ſeen the Signal; but! cha 
remember Captain Brodie once bid me take the Speak- ; 
ing Trumpet, go forward, and hail Captain Potlett, © 
2 tell him the Signal was out to bear down to the BY ha 
nemy. 
9. Did you not ſee the Cornwall and Lenox: bear Gor 
down to the Enemy, and did not the Strafford do ſo bet 
likewiſe ? A. | 


your Ship? 
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A. I don't remember to have ſeen either the Curn- 


wall or Lenox at that Time; but I remember we bore 


down. | 


9. When the Cornwall engaged the Vice-Admiral, 


was ſhe not upon the Strafford's Lee Quarter? 
A. To the beſt of my Memory, ſhe was right 


a-ſtern. 8 | | : : 
* 2, How near to the Enemy might the Sirafford be 
then? | 


A. I believe about Muſket-ſhot and a half. 
9. How long might the Strafford bear down, from 


; the Time of her beginning to do ſo, to the Time of 
her ſpringing her Luff, to engage the Enemy ? 


A, I can't remember. 
Capt. Innes. Do you think the Tilbury, then engaged, 
could hear what you ſaid with the Trumpet; or did 


they make Reply? 


A. What I ſpeak of was in the Morning, -long be- 


fore we came to Action; I never haiPd him while we 
2 were engaging. I | 
S Priſoner. Was not Lieutenant Mercer, of Marines, 


wounded in the Thigh, with a ſmall Shot, on board 


A. Yes. | 

Court. At what Time ? | 

A. Juſt before Night. 5 
Capt. Innes. At what Time did the Cornwall begin 


: to engage ? Es : 
A. I can't remember the Time; but I think it was 
| ſomething about 3 o'Clock. 


9. How long was ſhe engaged? ES. 
A. I can't be exact; but I believe about forty or 


fifty Minutes, to the beſt of my Knowledge. 


A. Was ſhe ever within Reach of Muſketry during 
that time, to the beſt of your Knowledge ? 
A. I can't ſay. „„ 


Q; Did not the Cornwall haul her Fore-ſail up, and 
| haul out of the Line, before Admiral Reggio lett her? 


A. I don't remember what Sail ſhe had haul'd up or 


ſet; but I remember to have ſeen her out of the Line, 


before the Spaniſh Admiral came up to us. 2. Did 
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2.” Did the Spaniſh Admiral come directly up and 
| engage the Strafford, or did he put before the Wind, m 
[| upon Rear-Admiral Knowles's hauling out of the 
Line? -. | 
| A l believe he came up, and engaged us directly. he 
Court. At what Diſtance was the Spaniſh Adn:i- 
ral from the Strafford, when he came up, and began 
to engage her? Wo 

A. I believe about Muſket-ſhot ; for then, or ſoon Ml the 
1 after, to the beſt of my Remembrance, we began to cor 
engage with ſmall Arms. ; 

Capt. Innes. Do you remember any thing of Captain {MI 
Brodie's ordering a Minute to be taken of Rear-Admi- ui 


ral Knowles hauling out of the Line, and that he had , 
not been above half an Hour 1 in Action? Da 
A. No. * 
A Did you fee any thing of the Admiral after 5 mi 
O'Clock ? | p 4 
r wit 
9. How long after did the Action continue? = 
A. We continued it till 10 o' Clock, having fallen NSq. 
in with the Vice-Admiral, with his Main and Mizen- f 
maſts gone, and we exchanged ſeveral Broadſides with £< 
him; but as to the other Ships I cant tell. war 
9. When the Cornwall left the Line, and the Spaniſh Ma 
Admiral came up to the Straſford, was not the Straf- - 
ford hard preſſed, till the Canterbury and Lenox came Min; 
up to her Aſſiſtance ? - 


A. Yes, to the b:{t of my Remembrance, we re- the 
ceived the Fire of two or three Ships. Li 

2. Was tkis Diſtreſs chiefly: owing to the CornwalPs 
breaking the Line, or to what ? 

A. To be ſure we ſhould not have been ſo hard 
preſs'd, if we had had a Ship a-ſtern of us. 

Priſoner. Could the Cornwall have followed you in 
the Condition ſhe was in ? 
A. I did not ſee her otherwiſe diſabled, than by her 

Main- top- maſt being gone. I had only a ſlight View 

of her, and don't know whether her F * Was 


up or down. 
. What 
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9, What Sail might the Strafford and Spaniſb Ad- 

miral have abroad at that Time? | 

A. I do not recollect the particular Sail that was ati 2 

9. When the Spaniſo Admiral left the Cornwall, did 

he not ſet his Top-gallant Sails and Main Sail ? 5 
A. I don't remember to have ſeen him at that Time. 


zan Capt. Innes. Do you think the Spaniſo Admiral 
vould have gone to the Attack of a private Ship, if 
don the Britiſp Admiral had ſhewn : an Inclination to have 
| to continued the Action? 
A. Tam no Judge of that. 
ain 9. Did you ſee the Cornwall bring to by the Con- 
mi- ¶ guiſtador, and at what Time? 


A. I ſaw them both together, I think juſt before 
Dark. | | 
A2 Did you not Ares that both the Spaniſh Ad- 
mirals were heavy Sailors? 
4A. I don't think I am a Judge of a Ship's failing, 
without being on board her. 

But with reſpect to the reſt of the Span 5 
Squagron | 5 | 

A. I did not obſerve. 

2 Was not the Body of the Spaniſh Squadron 
warmly engaged about Sun-ſct, with the Body of his 
ES Majeſty's Squadron! 5 

| 8 I can't anſwer for any more than the Ship I was 

; I know we were. 

8 What appeared to you to be the Cauſes why 
the Britiſp Squadron was not carried down in a cloſe 
Line upon the Enemy ? 

A. At firſt we were in a pretty cloſe Line; I believe 
the Lenox's changing with the Cornwall, made the 
Break there; for we were never ſo near the Cornwall 
as we were to the Lenox. 

9. How long did the Spaniſb Admiral continue 
o engage the Strafford after he left the Cornwall ? 

A. I believe it was ſometime between 8 and 10 that 

e loſt him; for near 10 we fell in with him again, 
and engaged him ſome time, when he having loſt his 
lain and Mizen Maſts, and we no Braces left to back 
. D our 
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our Sails, we ſhot a-head of him, and when we wore, 
to return to him again, we found him ſo near the Shore, 
that the Captain did not think it adviſeable to follow 
him. : 

2; What Diſtance was there between the S7raf- 
ford and Cornwall; when the Srrafford began to engage; 
and what was the Diſtance between thoſe two Ships, 

when you ſaw the Cornwall with her Head to the 
Wind ? „„ | 8 ; f 

A. I can't ſay exactly; but I believe about half a 

Mile, or not ſo much; and when I ſaw the CornuwalPs 
Head in the Wind, I believe ſhe was within Muſket- 


ſhot of us, ; 
Captain Innes. What Diſtance was the Strafford Mi 
from the Cornwall, when the Spaniards fired the firſt . B 
Gun? i f the 
A. About half a Mile a- ſtern of us. : = 
2. At what Time did the Tilbury tack to the ſouth- ,.* 
ward ? bla 


A. I don't remember. f 

: How long was it after the Tilbury tack*d, before 
the Cornwall tack'd ? 3 

A. I don't recollect to have ſeen either of them tack. 

2, Do you remember, directly after they were all 1 
tack' d, what might be the whole Extent of the Line? Car 

A. I remember the Line was very long; but to ſay Þ 


exactly the Diſtance I can't. — 2 
Then he withdrew. | his: 
Mr. Robert Thompſon, late Maſter of the Tilbury, i © 
a ſworn, | p 
Captain Innes. At what Time did the Tilbury tack i 4 
to the ſouthward, in the Morning of the iſt of Ofober ? gy 
A. Twenty-five Minutes paſt Six. Z 
9. At what o' Clock did the Cornwall tack ? FD. 
A. At even o' Clock. - = 
9. How much did the Tilbury go at that time, ac- 4 
cording to your Judgment, or by the Log, it you live; 
hove it ? | | 4 
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- A. Idid not heave the Log, but I judged her to 29 
about three Knots. 
9. At what a Clock did the Canterbury, the rear- 
moſt Ship tack ? 
„4 At 43 Minutes paſt ſeven. ; 
- T4 2 $ you remember a Genoeſe Flag being hoiſted? 
. O. 


; of our Line, from the Tilbury to the Canterbury? 


y A. As near as I could judge, five Miles. 
= 2 How far did you reckon the Tilbury from the 


Cornwall, at the ſame time? 
„A. About half a Mile, J believe, but I was not ſo 
| particular in that as the other ; for we were computing 
the Diſtance to the ſternmoſt Ship but a very ſhort 
time before the Enemy fired upon us. 
th. 2 Was your Ship Tilbury within the reach of Point- 
blank, when the Enemy began to fire upon you? 

A, No, I don't believe ſhe was. 

9. How ſoon after was you within Point-blank ? 
A. Not long; for we made more fail up to the head- 
moſt Ship; but I can't compute the Time ma 
J larly, 
2 Were the firſt Guns fired by the Tilbury by the 
Captain's Orders, or by whoſe ? 

A. They were fired contrary to all Orders. 


V Did any of the firſt Guns fired from the Enemy 


hit you, and what Effect had they? 
A. Yes, and cut a great deal of our Rigging. 
1572. How long was the Cornwall engaged | 2 
A. I can't ſay. 
<> i 2 Did you fee the Cornwall luff out of 2 Line, 
Vith her Foreſail haul'd up? 
A. No. 
Priſoner. As the 7 ilbury began to fire without Or- 
ders, were any Orders given for ſtopping her Firing 
and was it ſtopped ? 
A. Orders were given for ſtopping the Firing z I Ge- 
livered the Captains Orders to the firſt Lieutenant, 
4. | | _ upbn 


S When the Action began; what was the Extent 
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upon the upper Deck, to ſtop firing; and ſent the 
Aid de Camp, to ſtop firing below. 

In conſequence of thoſe Orders was the Firing 
ſtopped? 

A. All Endeavours were uſed to ſtop the Fi iring ; 
and it was in part ſtopped. 


Captain Innes. Did you ſee any thing of the Corn- N 


wall, after ſeven 0 "oxy in the Evening? 
A. No. 


9. How long did you continue in Action, after 


that time? 
A. An Hour. 


©, Did you ſee the Admiral's Light, when you leſt a 


off Firing ? 
A. No. 
7 ben he 8 


Court adj _— till To-morrow Morning 9 5 


o Clock. 


Wedneſay, December 13, 17409. 
HE Court met according to Adjournment. 


Priſoner brought in, all Parties admitted. 


Captain Innes propoſed, that the Priſoner might N 


declare, what Part of. the Matters he admitted. 


Priſoner àdmits, 5 he might have cut off the 
five windwardmoſt Ships of the Enemy in the Morning I 


of the 1ſt of October. 


' Priſoner admits, he could haye ſhifted his Flag, but þ 


did not. 


Upon meutioning other e ne the Priſoner 


ſaid, he ſhould reſt the whole upon Proof by Evi- 
dence. 


Witneſſes | 


the 


ght Þ 


the 
ing 


but 


ner 


'vi- 


J 
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Witneſſes called. 


Lieutenant John Atkins, late firſt Lieutenant of the 
Warwick, ſworn.---Quartered on the Upper-deck, 


Captain Iunes. When the Enemy's Ships to Wind- 
ward had joined their Ships to Leeward, did they croud 
from us, or make an eaſy Sail? 

A. To the beſt of my Knowledge, they made an 
eaſy Sail; ſome were under their f. 


make any Delay, by ſhortning Sail, during the whole 
time he was following the Enemy? | 

A. Not as I remember, before the Action began. 

Captain Innes. Did you not obſerve, that the Rear- 
Admiral carried the Squadron down, in a very ſtragg- 
ling Line, upon a well- formed Enemy, when it was 
in his Power, to have carried them down in a compact 
one? I 


A. I can't ſay they were in a very ſtraggling Line; 


to be ſure, the Tilbury and Strafford were a conſidera- 
ble Way a-head of the reſt ; and by the Lenox going 
a-ſtern of the Admiral, it made that Opening greater. 

9. Did you obſerve the Spaniſh Squadron, after they 
had formed their Line, at any time croud Sail, until 
after the Action commenced ? - | 

A. Before the Action, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, there was one Ship once fet her Topgallant- 


- Sails, 
9, With what Intent, do you conceive, that Ship 


ſet her Topgallant-Sails ; and did ſhe not very ſoon 
take them in again? 
A. The Intent of her ſetting them, to be ſure, was 


to get a-head; but I did not obſerve, when ſhe took 


them in again. 


Q: Do you remember a white Flag with a red Croſs 
being hoiſted at the Mizen Peek, on board the Corn- 


A, 


wall ? a 


| opſails, and ſome 
had their Courſes, | 3 
Priſoner. Did you ſee the Engli/þ Admiral ever 
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A. To the beſt of my Remembrance there was. 

: Did not the Captain of the Warwick call his Of- 
ficers, to conſult about the Meaning of that Signal? 

A. I was there myſelf, he ſent for me; but I can't 
ſay as to any body elſe; he ſent for me, and told me 
there was ſuch a Signal out, and aſked me What it 
meant. 

Priſoner. What was your Anſwer 7 = 

A. 1 can't be poſitive, as to what Anſwer I made 
to it. 

Captain Janes. Did not the Canterbury, upon that 
Signal, bear away, and ſet her Topmaſi ing 
Sails? 

A. She might; but I did not ſee her. 

Did not the Warwick, upon that Signal being 


made, ſhorten Sail, in order to let the Canterbury go 


ahead? and rig out her ſtudding- ſail Booms, in order 
to follow her, with all the Sail ſhe could make ? 

A. I don't remember the Warwick ſhortning Sail; 
I was not upon the Quarter-deck, The ſtudding-ſail 
Booms were rigged out. 

9. Did the Warwick at any time ſhorten Sail, from 


the Time the Booms were rigged out, till ſhe came. 


alongſide the Conquiſtador ? 

A. Not till juſt after the Signal was made to engage, 
when ſhe furled her Spritſail, and Spritſail-Topſall; 
and when the Canterbury was going a-head, hauled up 
her main-clue Garnets ; and when the Canterbury was 
* paſſed, ſet them again. 

Priſoner ſaid, he admitted, veſter day, that the 
Canterbury might have come up ſooner to Adtion, had he 
ordered her to have made ſail , a- bead of the Warwick. 

9, Did not the Canterbury run under the Warwick's 


Lee, and was becalmed, when ſhe was ordered:;a-head ? 


A. She 'run under the Warwick's Lee; but as to 
her being becalmed, I did not obſerve that any of her 
Sails ſhook. 

Q: Did not the Warwick, ſo ſoon as the Canterbury 


bad paſſed under her Lee, bear down * to- 


wards the Enemy! 2 


A. 
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A. Yes, and was obliged to bear up for the Canter- 
bury, to let her go a-head of her; otherwiſe ſhe muſt 


have forced her to Leeward of the other Ship. 


9. Did not the Warwick, after engaging the ſtern- 

moſt Ships, come into Action with the Congquiſtador ? 
A, Yes; and continued by her till ſhe ſtruck. 

Did not the Conguiftador ſtrike to the Warwick, 


and lower all her Ports, on the Side next to the War- 
wick? 


A. She ſtruck, and lower'd all her W but whe- 


ther ſhe ſtruck to the Warwick, or upon ſeeing the 
| Cornwall coming up, I can't ſay. 


9. Did not the Conguiſtador bring to, before the 
Cornwall came up? 
A. Not till the Cornwall was within Gun-ſhot. 
Was it in the Power of the Cornwall to fire any 


| Guns at her, before ſhe brought bo, except Guns from 


forwards? 

A. As the Cornwall was a-ſtern of the Conquiſtador, 
[ imagine not. 
. Did not the Cornwall bring to, to windward Y 


and cloſe by the Conguiſtador, after ſhe had ftruck ? 


A. I think ſhe run to leeward of the Conguiſtador, 
and fired a Broadſide at a Ship that was coming to re- 


lieve the Conquiſtador. 


Did you ſee the Cornwall, after we paſſed to 


Y leeward of her, fire any other Broadſide, after that yau 


laſt mentioned ? 
The Priſoner admits ſhe did not. | 
9, When the Cornwall fired that Broadſide, was 
ſhe within Point-blank, or did her Shot tall ſhort of 


the Spanih Ship ſhe fired at ? 


A. I did not ſee the Ship, till ſome time after the 
Cornwall fired, ſo can't be a Judge. 
Priſoner, Did not Captain Taylor come on Board 


the Warwick, and order her to purſue that Ship? 


Capt. Innes admitted, he did come. 
2, Capt. Innes, Do you remember what Orders 


Capt. Taylor delivered? 


A. I never ſaw Capt. Taylor. | 
D 4 | 2, 
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3 What Orders did you receive from me? 

A. To get every Thing ready to engage that Ship; 
Ind that Capt. Innesꝰs Orders were, to go and engage 
— Vard- arm and Vard- arm. 

9, Did that Ship, notwithſtanding the Broadſide 
from the Cornwall, make fail off, uncill the Warwick 
ſtood. ſor her.? 

A. When I firſt ſaw her, ſhe was Wearing, and 
continued ſtanding after her own Ships. 

9. Was it not in the Rear-Admiral's Power, upon 
this s ſecond Opportunity, to have ſhifted his Flag on 
Board the Warwick, and continued to have conducted 
the Action, before and after Night came on? 

A. As a Boat came with a Meſſage, it ſeems very 
poſſibly he might. 


Priſoner. What Diſtance Was the Warwick then 


from the Cornwall ? 


A. I did not ſee the Cornwall, when the Boat 5 


came away, nor when the Boat was on board. 


Capt. Innes. Would it have been in Rear-Admiral : 


Knowles's Power, if he had come on board the War- 


wick, to have conducted the Action, before and after 


Night came on? 


A. As the Warwick join*d the reſt of our Ships, 2 
ther purſuing that Ship, and finding ſhe could not 


come up with her, to be ſure it muſt. 


©, Could Rear- Admiral Knowles, as he lay to in! 
the Cornwall, at the Diſtance he was from the Squa- 


dron, conduct the Action after 7 o'Clock at Night? 


A. As he was not with the Squadron, and it was 


ſcon afterwards dark, I don't ſee how it was poſſible. 
Q: Did not Rear- Admiral Knowles, after 7 of Clock, 


ceaſe to conduct his Majeſty's Squadron, then engaged? | 


A. As he was not with them, to be ſure he did. 


Qi. At the Time the Conguiftador ſtruck, was not the 
Body of his Majeſty's Squadron, warmly engaged with 


the Body of the Enemy's Squadron, headed * their 


two Admirals? 
A. 1 did not obſerve, 


IQ. Q & 


to 


OS 
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Court, Did you obſerve, that the Rear-Admiral 

wed any Delay in following the Enemy, after he be- 
gan to engage ? 

A. 1 never ſaw the Admiral from the Time he he- 
gan to engage, till he paſſed to Windward of the 
Warwick, after he was diſabled; nor, after that, till the 
Time I ſaw him by the Conquiſtador | in the Evening. 

9, What Time of Day was it when you ſaw the 
St George's Flag at the Mizen Peek? | 
| 2 m— 10 O'Clock, 

ou know of any Delay, or any other Can- 
55 7 followed, from making that Signal ? 
A. None, as I know of, on board the Warwick; 
nor to my Remembrance, did I ſee any Alteration in 
any Ship in the Line, upon making that Signal. | 

Ho far was the Warwick from the Cornwall, 
when the Conguiſtador ſtruck ? 

A. I did not ſee the Cornwall, immediately upon 
the Conguiſtador's ſtriking, and, therefore can't ſay.— 
Upon hearing a Gun fired a-ſtern, 1 look'd, and ſaw 
the Cornwall coming up. | 

Y Did the Conquiſtador fire upon the Cornwall? 

A. Not, as I remember. 

2. How near did you at any time ſee the Cornwall 
to the Conquiſtador? 

A. After the Conguiſtador had ſtruck, the Cornwall 
was cloſe to her ; ſhe might be within two or three 
Cables Length. 

L Court. How near was the Warwick to the Conquiſta- 
dor, when ſhe ſtruck ? 
A. I believe ſhe might be chin Muſket-ſhot. 

2, At the Time the Cornwall brought to by the 

Conquiftador, was ſhe in a Condition to follow the 
Enemy! 7 

A. As the Cornwall had loſt her Maintopmatt, to 
be ſure ſhe was not in a Condition to follow Ships 
going with their full Sail. 

Do you know what fail the Enemy's Ships 
had abroad, that were then engaged with the other 
Part of our Squadron! e 

A. No, 
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A, No. 


9, Were any of the Spaniſh Squadron diſa- 


bled? 
A. Not that I know of, except the Ship that ſtruck, 
Then he withdrew. 


bee 3 Moodie, late Second "FOR 
nant of the War wick fworn,---Quarter'd on the 
Lower Deck. 


Captain Innes. Do you remember any Thing of a 
White Flag with a Red Croſs, being hoiſted about 
10 O'Clock in the Morning, at the Mizen Peek on 
board the Cornwall? , 

A. No. 

2. Do you remember, whether we paſſed to 
Windward or to Leeward of the Cornwall, in going 
down to the Conguiſtador? | 

A. To Leeward, to the beſt of my Remembrance. 

Do you remember the Warwick's going to 
the Attack of the Conquiſtador? 

GC TC 

9. Do you remember the Conguiftader firiking, and 
my ſending a Meſſage to you, to leave off firing? 

A. Iremember the ſending a Meſſage to me, to leave 
off firing; but I cant fay, I remember ſeeing any 
Colours on board the Conquiſtador. 

Priſoner. Did you ſee the Cornwall at that Time! ? 

A. No. 

Captain Innes, Did not the Conguiftader imme- 
diately bring to? or was ſne brought to, when you 
received Orders to ceaſe firing ? 

A. She appeared to me to be brought to, all the 
Time we were engaging her. 

2. Did you obſerve the Cornwall come up, and 

bring to by the Conguiſtador? 

Ai. I can't ſay, I ſaw her bring to; I ſaw her run 

up cloſe to the Conguiftador. 

9. Did you ſee the Cornwall awards fire 2 
Broadſide, at a Spaniſh Ship to Leeward! 1 4 , 

A, 1 


— > 1Q\ BB go kk 


EY 


8 
en 


A. 1 ſaw her fire a good many Guns; ; I cant 
Pretend to ſay it was a Broadſide. 

2. Do you think that Ship was thin Reach of 
er Guns, or did the Shot fall hore 3 ? 

A. I believe ſhe was within Reach. 


W/arwick, with Orders? 
A. Yes. 

Do you remember what the Orders were? 
4. J think I do, — Capt. Taylor rowed under ths 
tern, and call'd to Capt. Innes (I was then looking; 
out of the Gun-room Port) and ſaid, Capt. Tunes, thi: 
Admiral ſays, if you don't behave better, he'll ſencl 
another Officer to command the Ship; and he direct: 
you to go down and engage that -=_ Yard-arn 
and Yard-arm, or Words to that Effect. 
9. What did I reply to him? 


and did not hear any more. 
Did you ſee any Reaſon for that Reprimand 
from the Admiral ? 
A, I can't pretend to ſay z I was down upon the 
| D at my Quarters, and did not ſee what the 
Ship di 
9. Did the Spaniſh Ship, notwithſtanding the 
I Cornwall's Broadſide, wear and ſtand away, before 
the Varwick chaſed her? 
A. She went from her; ſhe was coming down 
before the Wind, and ſeemed to me to luff up, and 
Iſtand away from the Cornwall. 


2, Did you come upon the upper Deck while we 


gave chace ? 
A. No, not as I remember, 
Court. At what Time of the Day, did the Warwick 
paſs to Leeward of the Cornwall? 
A. I believe about five, or a Quarter paſt five in 
the Afternoon. 
9. Hqw far was the Warwick a-ſtern of the Corn- 
wall, when the Cornwall began ta engage? 
A. I eve about two Miles. 
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2. Did you ſee Capt. Taylor come in a Boat to the 


A. I can't tell; I then left the Port n 


2. Was 
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D: Was the Warwick a bad Sailor, with reſoc to 
the other Ships of the Squadron? 


2 


A. I think if there was any Difference, ſhe went 
the: worſt—vpon a Wind ſhe went the worſt. 

Q: Did the bad failing of the Warwick hinder the 
Admiral from coming into Action, ſooner than he did? aft 


A. I can't tell. thi 

2, Can you aſſign any other Cauſe for his not 
coming into Action ſooner than he did? | 

A. No, I believe not; I believe there were all an 
Methods con to come to Action as ſoon as poſſible. W 


Then be withdrew, 


ones John Cope, late 7 bird Lieutenant of the in 
Warwick worn. ---Quartered on the Gun-Deck. M8” 


Captain Innes. 


Do you remember a White Flag 


with a Red Croſs, at the Mizen Peek of the Corn: I th: 


wall, in the Morning about 10 o'Clock. 
A. No. 


9. Do you remember at what Time the Warwici no 
came up with .the Conguiſtador ? | 


A. About half paſt four, I think. 1A. 
9, Did the Lenox at the ſame time paſs a- head of 


the Warwick, and the Warwick remain engag'd with 
the Conguiſtador 2 | 


. Tes. 


9. Did any other Ship afterwards engage the Con 
guiſtador till ſhe ſtruck, unleſs the Cornwall 1 her 


chace Guns only? 


A. None, unleſs the Cornwall; and I don't know I the 
what Guns ſhe engaged with, 


9, Was the Cornwall fairly up along Side of her, 
before ſhe ſtruck. —_ i 
A. I don't know how near ſhe was; ſhe was not far 


from her. 


Q: Did you obſerve the Conpuiftador bring to, after 


the ſtruck ; 


A 1 don't remember any thing about that. 


Then he es 
William 
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William Thomas, Boatfwain of the Warwick, 
fworn---Ruartered on the Forecaſtle, 


vent 
the Captain Innes. Did the Warwick, at any Time 
did? after the Action began, back her * till 


the Conquiſtador had ſtruck? 

A. No, not to my Knowledge. 
DQ: Did not the Canterbury, back her Maintopſail, 
and lower her Topgallant Sails, to keep a-ſtern of the 

Warwick, in the Line of Battle ? | 

A. I can't tell. 

9. Do you remember a Boat, whh a Petty Officer 
in her from the Admiral, with Directions for the 
Warwick to make fail up? 

A. Yes. | 
| Do you remember what my Anſwer was, to 
. | that Meſſage i 2 

A. Capt. Innes ſaid, That he could not ſet any 

more ſail; that if he could name any Sail that was 
not ſet, he would ſet it. 

8 Priſoner. Did you hear Capt. Innes deliver that 

| Anſwer, or was it told to you? 5 

A. I heard Capt. Innes ſay ſo. | 

Captain Innes. Did he name any Sail that was not 

ſet, or could ſtand ? = 

A. I can't tell; for I went to my Duty directly. 
Did not that Boat go a-ſtern to the 3 ? 
A. I don't know. 

5 2 Did not the Canterbury ſoon after, run up under 

the Warwick's Lee? | 

A. Tes. | 

2. Did not the Warwick RE down, as ſoon as. 

Z poſſible, and come upon the Canterbury” 8 Le- Quar- 

ter? 

A. Yes, after the Canterbury went a-head of us. 

frer 9. In advancing towards the Enemy, after the Ac- 

tion began, did not the Warwick keep the Tilbury and 

Strafford conſtantly open to Leeward of the Corn- 


22 wall? f | | 
am i 5 1 WW I 


— 
rr r rr — — 


6... e 


A. 1 don't know. 
Do you remember at what time the Warwic 
pa ſled by the Cornwall, and in what Poſition the Corn. 


coll then was? 


A. I can't tell what Time; it was after the Cornwall 
loſt her Maintopmaſt. The Cornwall had then loſt her 
Maintopmaſt, but I do not know the Poſition of her 
Sails. 

Q: Do you remember the Warwick IN. along: 
ſide the Conguiſtader ? 

A. Tes. 

2: After the Lenox went n Aid you ſee any 
other Ship engage the Conguiſtador, till ſhe ſtruck ? 

A. No, to the beſt of my Knowledge, I did not. 

2, Do you apprehend ſhe ſtruck to the Warwick 
and brought to ? 

A. Yes, I believe ſhe did. | 

; Did you ſee the Cornwall afterwards.come down, 
and bring to by her? 

A. Yes. 

9. Did you ſee the Cornwall after ſhe brought to, 
fire a Broadſide at a Spaniſb Ship to leeward ? 


A, I ſaw her fire a great many Guns ; but I don't 


know how many. 
9. Did you ſee the CornwalPs Shot dropt ſhort ? 
A. I can't remember any Thing of that. 
2, Do you remember a Boat coming from the Corn- 
wall, with Captain Taylor in her? 
A, I did not ſee her. 
Could a Boat at that Time row faſter than the 


— could*ſail, with all her Sail ſet ? 


A. I believe ſhe could at that Time, faſter than we 
went then. 

Q. Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron 
then warmly engaged with the Body of the . 8 
Squadron, and to lee ward of us? 

A. Ves; they were engaged and a-head of us; but 
I can't ſay whether they were any thing to leeward, or 


nat. 


2 Could * Cornwall by ſending a Boat, have 
quickly 
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quickly cut the Rigging, and diſabled the Spaniſb 


Prize, ſo as that ſne could not have made ſail off ? 


A. I believe ſhe might. 
9. Might not the Cornwall, with the Sail ſhe was 


then able to ſet, have gone down, and got up with 
the Ships then engaged? 


A. ] don't know what Condition ſhe was in. | 
9, Was not the Cornwall out of Sight, by dark? 
A. I did not ſee her at dark. | 

Captain Holmes. Did you ſee the Cornwalls * 


after it was dark ? 


A. I can't ſay, I did. 


Robert Key, Gunner of the Warwick, Sworn. 
Quartered on the Gun- deck. 


Captain Iunes. In advancing towards the Enemy, 


after the Action began, did not the Varwicł keep the 


Strafford and Tilbury open to leeward of the Corn- 
wall ? | 
A. Yes. 
2. Did not the Warwick, after engaging the ſtern- 


moſt Ships, come up with and engage the Conqgui 


tador? 

„ | 

9. Did any other Ship engage the — af- 
ter the Lenox went a- head, except the Warwick, till 


| ſhe ſtruck ? 


A. None, to my Knowlegde. 


Court. In what Condition was the Cn, 


| when you firſt began to engage her? 
A. I really can't tell, being between Decks. —There ; 


was no Maſts down that I ſaw ; but her Sails were very 


much ſhot, 
Captain Ines. Did not the C onquiſtador ſtrike to 
the Warwick, and bring to? 
A. Yes, and brought to with her Head to the North- 
ward, and lowered her Ports on the ſtarboard Side, 
next to us, after ſhe. had brought to. 


7 ben be i | 
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2. Did 


= . ria 


2. Did the Cornwall come up with the o ina, 


: 8 ſhe ſtruck, and had brought to? 


A. No; to the beſt of m Knowledge, ſhe wa 


brought to, before the Cornwall came up to her. 


9. Did not the Cornwall lie * by toe 8 
after ſhe had ſtruck? 

„ 

2, Did you ſee a Spaniſh Man of War ſeemingly 
coming to the Aſſiſtance of the Conguiſtador, and fire a 
Broadſide at the Cornwall? _ 

A. I ſawa Ship coming down; but I don't remem. 


| ber that ſhe fired at the S 


9. Did not you ſee the Cornwall fire a Broadfide at 


that Spaniſh Ship, and was ſhe within the reach of 


Paint-blank ? » 
A, I don't know; I did not ſee the Cornwall, till 
ſhe came down under our Quarter, and fired ſore 


Guns at the Conguiſtador. 


2; Do you remember, if you ſaw the Admiral's 
Lights after dark? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. | 

r | Then be withdrew. 


James Hay, late 2 of the Warwick, 
fworn.---Quartered at the firſt three Guus on the 
upper Deck, and to the Foretopſail Braces. 


Captain Janes. Did you obſerve the Warwick, at 
any time before the Action began, to ſhorten Sail, till 
the came up with the nr., and then only to 


| keep alongſide of her? 


A. No. | 
Did you obſerve the — back her Main- 


topſail, lower her Topgallantſails, and haul up her 
Mainſail, to keep i in the Line a-(tern of the Warwick, 


and how often? 
A. Iobſerved it once. 
92. Did you obſerve the CormwalPs F oreſail up, and 


her Head up to Windward, after me Action began; 


and before the Y/arwick paſſed her? 
A. Tes. | " oh Do 
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N. Do you remember a Boat with a Petty Officer, 
ringing a Meſſage from the Admiral to the Warwick, 
and what that Meſſage was? i 
A. Yes ; the Meſlage was, to dh more Sail. 
9. Do you remember my Anſwer to the Math: 
man who — that Me ſſage? 
A. It was, if he could tell any Sail that could be ſet, 
which was not already ſet, he would very 9 oe its 
if it could be of any Service. | 
2, Did'the Midſhipman name any Sail? 
A. No. 

9. In advancing towards the Enemy, after the Ac: 
jon began, did not the Warwick keep the 7. _ and 
Strafford open to leeward of the Admiral: * 

A. Yes. | 
. How far to leeward, me nearer to the Enemy, 
did che Warwick paſs by the Cornwall? | 
A. About a Mile... 
2, After the Warwick cnnk have come into Action, 
did ſne not engage the ſternmoſt Ships, and pol on 
till ſhe "yy; up with the Conguiftagot | * 

A. Tes 


„ A che Len went a-bead, didany erties Ship. 
k, ow ws the Warwick, engage the Conguiftader till ſhe 
„ truck? 
4 No 

I To whom did the Conpuiader ſtrike? 
at To the Warwick. 


ill W 2; Did not the Comquiſtader bring to, before the 
to ¶ Cornwall came up? 

A. Les. 

2. Did not the Cornwall bring wy and 1 remain by 
n- che Conguiſtador PAY OB | 
er A. Yes. 


*, Did you de a Rakes Man of Was, 3 


9 to the Aſſiſtance of — N and fire 


{Wome Guns at the Cornwall 7- 

1d A. Yes. 

n; Captain Innes offered to the - Court's nee 
Could the Spaniſfi Squadron be ſaid to be defeated, uben 

Jo E Admiral 


is 


Et i 2 


_B-- Yr a: | 
Admiral Reggio could and did detach a Ship . 
the Aſſiſtance of the Conquiſtador, and keep a 
equal Number to engage the Body of bis Majefy: 

Sguadron n 

9, Did not Captain Taylor come in a Boat, With 
Orders for the Y iR oh 

of. Fes. 

8 Did you hear wha thoſe Orders were ? 

A. Yes, it was to bear down to that Ship that wx 
3. away, and engage her Tard- arm and Yard 
arm. 
2. Did Captain T you add my other Words to tha 
Meſſage ns 
A. Not as I know of. 

Captain Innes ſaid, he acknowledged the ixjuriuu 
| Part of the Meſſage was delivered. 
2. Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron tha 
engaged with the Body of the Spamb * headed 
* their two Admirals? 


A. Tes. 
9. Could you perceive any Advantage that the Bob 


of our Squadron to leeward had over them ? 
A. No. 
. 9, Did you ſee the Boat that Captain T, aylor camt 
in, put off from the Cornwall; or from whence do yo 
conceive ſhe came? 
A. I did not perceive, where ſhe came from: 
7 Could the Cornwall, by ſending a Boat on boar 
the Prize, have quickly diſabled her, ſo as to have pre 
vented her making fail for that Night ? 
.. 
Captain Innes defired, the Letter ſent from the Al 
miralty, with the Order for Trial, containin 
Mr. Knowles's Account of the Action, might bt 
read. Mr. Knowles objetted to it, it being, 
as he faid, Part of bis Defence, 
Court cleared ;—agreed unanimouſly that the 
Letter be read. 
All Parties again admitted. 


The Letter read, as ROW . 


Rear-Admiral KNOWLES. | 

The 3 Comwall off the Havanna, 
- OFober the ad, 1748. 
SIR, N 


INCE my laſt Copies of which accompany this, I 
D met with Captain Holmes of the Lenox, who not 
being able to get to Windward with his Convoy from 
Jamaice, bore away to get a Paſſage through the Gulph, 
and the Day before he joined me had been chaced by 
ſeven Sail of Spaniſh Men of War, who took one of 
his Convoy, and might have taken him and all the reſt, 
had they ated with any Spirit; upon which Intelli- 
gence I ordered him to join me, and ſtood over im- 
mediately to the Cuba Shore, in Hopes of meeting them, 
and accordingly the next Morning at Break of Day, I 
fell in with them, and about three o' Clock began the 
Engagement, and by Five I drove Admiral Reggio out 
of the Line, and made him put away before the Wind, 
and the Conquiſtador his Second ſtrike to me, having 
ſet her on fire three Times with Cohorn Shells; the 
Squadron ſoon followed their Admiral, but unluckily 
at the very Inſtant they began to run away, my Main- 
topmaſt was ſhot by the Board, and my Foretopſail- 
Yard ſhot down; that I could not make Sail after them 


E 


with 


t wa 
Tard. 


) that 


T1001 


ther 
aded 


Body 


1 Wand made a Signal for the whole Squadron to chace, 
nnd they continued in Action till near 11 © Clock ar 
Night, when the Enemy ran ſo near the Breakers of 
the Shore that our Ships Pilots being unacquainted, 
— they could follow them no longer; the Canterbury and 
LFrafford ſtuck cloſe to Admiral Reggio, and juſt as 


% ty were obliged to leave him, they ſaw his Main and 


Mizen Maſts tumble over the Side. 
57 b Upon the Beginning of the Action, I ſaw the Ene- 

my's Scheme was to cannonade and not come to a 
cloſe Engagement, which I was reſolved for, and 
a therefore bore down within half Muſket-ſhot of the 
| Admiral, having received ſeveral Broadſides from the 
four ſternmoſt Ships, before I returned one Gun, and 
had ſome of the reſt of the Ships done the ſame, or 
Daylight continued, I am confident we ſhould- have 


been 


upon which, I hauled down the Signal for the Line, 
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been in Poſſeſſion of them all before Night, but at the 
firſt of the Action there appeared too much Baſhfulneſʒ 
(to give it no harſher Term.) ” - 
The Action was about four Leagues off the Shore 
between the Havanna and the Matangas, and as I an 
certain the Enemy's diſabled Ships cannot be got in yet, 
I am now running off that Port, and ſhall repair moſt 
of the Damages we have received by Night, and! 
hope be able in my next (by the Lenox) to ſend you 
the good News of my having pick*d up moſt of them; 
this I can aſſure their Lordſhips, they are heartily 
thraſh'd, and their Scheme of eſcorting up the Galleon 
and Treaſure from la Yera Cruz quite overſet (ſhoull 
they even eſcape and get into Port); ſo that I have: 
fair Proſpect of accompliſhing my Deſign of intercept: 
ing them, there being only five Men of War with 
them; the Grande Leon of 74 Guns, the Galga of 50 
and the St. Francis Xavier. of 50, with the Aſſogues and 
the Bizarre and Tuerta of 54 or 60 Guns each, wit 
the Treaſure ; and the ſecond Captain of the Conguiſta 
dor informs me, they have upwards of fixteen Millid 
Pieces of Eight in (the firſt Captain, Don Manuel d 
Paz being killed). x 
Ihave not been able to collect yet the Number « 
the Slain and Wounded in the Action, but believe i Can. 
not to be very great, the Enemy's chief Aim being Var 


our Maſts. We 
> | I am, | Oxſo 
: | Your moſt Obedient, The 

| 01 


Humble Servant, tt 


Cha*, Knowls, C 


P. 


netz p. S. The Enemy's Squadron conſiſted of the fol- 
bY lowing Ships; 

hore | | | 

| an Guns. Men 


Africa of 74 710 Vice-Admiral Reggio, - 
Invincible 74 700 Rear-Admiral Spinola. 


nd Ra- Family 64, 615 St. Mark Furreſtal, Commodore. 
you Conguiſtadore 64, 610 Don Thomas de San Juſte. 

em; Dragon 64 600 Don Manuel de Pax. 

rtil NuevaSpania 64. 600 Don Fernando Barrail, 

leon; Cg 36 goo Garrecocbau. 


Who had beſides their Complements, the Regiment 
of Almanza aboard, and all the Men out of the Priva- 


cept: 

«A tcers in the Place, with a Deſign to give me Battle, 

a being informed I had but five Sail with me. 

and x 

with Our Squadron conſiſted of 

ſta Guns, Wt 1 23 Men 

11:88 ear-Admiral Knowles, 

e en 0 Captain Taylor. 5 60s 
Leno but 56 aboard Captain Holmes. 400 

r Tb; 60 Captain Powletr, 400 

ve i Canterbury 60 Captain Clark. _ - 400 

gi Veruict Go Captain Innes. 400 

Strafford Go Captain Brodie. 400 


Oxford 50 Captain Toll. 300 


Thomas Banks, late Midſhipman (but acting Mate) 
on board the Warwick, fworn.---Quartered on 
, the wer Deck. - | 


Captain Innes. In advancing towards the Enemy, 
after the Action began, did not the Warwick keep the 
Ships in the Van, the Tilbury and Strafford, conſtantly 
open to leeward of the Cornwall ? | 
A. While I was upon Deck, before the Action be- 
gan, I obſerved it to be ſo ; but I can't ſay it was all 

| E 3 along 
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along ſo, becauſe I was not conſtantly upon the uppe; 
Deck. 1 1 8 | 
9. Did not the Warwick, after engaging the ſtern. 
moſt Ships, come up with and engage the Conguiſts- 
dor? n : 
A. Yes. | 
2. Did any other Ship, beſides the Warwick, after 
the Lenox went a- head, engage the Conguiſtador, till ſhe 
Raz E: e 
A. None elſe, to my Knowledge. | 
S To whom did the Conquiſtador ſtrike ? 
In my Opinion to the Warwick. 
9, Did not the Conguiſtador bring to, before the 
Cornwall came up to her? Rs 
A. Yes. 5 = 
2. Did not the Cornwall bring to by the Conquiſta. 
dor, and remain with her? 9 
A. Tes. | ' | 
Court. Did you ſee the Conguiſtador fire upon the 
Cornwall, or the Cornwall upon the Conguiſtador, after 
the Warwick had paſſed the Conguiſtador?ꝰ 
A. I remember the Cornwall's firing after we had 
done firing with the Conguiftador ; but whether it was 
at the Conguiſtader, or at the other Spaniſh Ship which 
we went in chace of, I can't tell ; but ſhe fired ſome 
Guns. I don't remember the Conguiſtador firing, after 
_ we paſſed her. 8 
Ho near did you ever ſee the Cornwall to the 
Conquiſtador? | 
A. The neareſt I ſaw her to the Conguiſtador was, 
when I ſaw her firing; ſhe was then within Gun-ſhot, 
but not very near her, and I did not obſerve her after- 
wards. | + 5 
Q, How do you know the Conguiſtador ſtruck to 
the Warwick, and to no other Ship? os, 
A. Becauſe we had engaged her ſome time, and was 


then the only Ship alongſide of her. 


S: Did you ſee the Colours up before you left of 
firing ; and were they down, when you left off firing : 
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A. I ſaw her Colours in her Mizeg-Shrouds ; and 


when we left off firing, I ſaw none. 
Captain Innes. How long was the Warwick en- 


caged with the Conguiſtador ? 
A, It might be more or leſs than an Hour ; I can't 
really ſay. 
7 Ben he withdrew. 


John Stephens, Buarter-maſter on Ye the War- 
wick, fworn.—2uartered at the JO Gun on 


the upper Deck. 


Capt. Innes. Do you remember the Warwick's coming 
up with, and engaging the Conguiftador ? 

A. Yes. 
. * Do you remember to whom the Conpuifader 
ruc 

A, To the Warwick, to the beſt of my Remem- 
the brance, 
after 9. Was any other __ alongſide of her, beſides the 

Warwick, when ſhe did ſtrike ? 

had A. No, not that I ſaw. 
Was 2 Did ſhe not bring to, after ſhe had ſtruck, and 
ich lie to ? 


_ A. Yes. 

fre Did you ſee the ce afterwands come up, 
and lie to by her, and remain with her ? 

the A. Yes. 


Then be withdrew. 


William Brown, Nenn of the Warwick, 
fern. Qartered at the Cun. 


Capt. Innes. Do you remember the Warwick com- 
ing up with, and engaging the Conguiftador * 

A. Les. 

2, To whom did the Conquiftador ftrike ? 

A. To the Warwick. 

9. Was there any other Ship up alongſide the Con- 
9 when ſhe _— beſides the /, arwick 9 

4 


74 8 


A. No. K 
Court. Had any Ship fired at the Conpuiſtader, & 2 
ſides the Warwick, when ſhe ſtruck ? E 
Al. Not as I know. ſhe 
Captain Innes. Did not the Conguiſtador bring to, 5 
after ſhe had ſtruck, and lie by? ſail 
A, She lay to, with her Sails in the * and al [ 
full of Holes. fail 
9. Did. you ſee the Cornwall afterwards come up, . 
and lie by her, and remain with her ? ? 
Yes. 


Then be withdreu, Jar 


Michael Sanders, Midſhipman of theTilbury, rn 
Quartered on the Ms fo obſerve the 1 
Signals. 


Captain Jes. Sometime after the Cornall had 
been engaged, did you ſee her F oreſail hauf d up ? 

A. Yes. 

Q: Did you ſee the Cornwall's Head . up to 
windward, and from the Enemy? 

A. Yes. 

Court. The Cornwall's Foreſail 8 ſaw baurd up, 
while ſhe was in the Action! 4 

. Xs. 

; Did you ſee what Sail the Spanih Admiral had? 

A. No, I did not obſerve it. 

9. Was the Cornwall anne the Spaniſh Admiral, 
when ſhe haul'd her Foreſail up? 

A.. E0$. =. * 

9. Did you ſce the ce Main-top-maſt-hea 
ſhot away! | 

„ | 

Was the Fore- ſail up before the Maſthead was 
ſhot away ? ſhi 

£8. 

A Was the F ore. al hauf * alter the Maſt-head 
was ſhot away? WI 


A. Tes. 
9, 


— 


) (0 


vas 


22d 
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9; Was the Fore-yard ſquared? Ly. 
A. I can't ſay. 


9. What Sail had the Cornwall ſet, at the Time 


ſhe haul'd her Fore-fail up? 


A. I can't fay rightly ; but I only ſaw the F ore-top- 


ſal and Mizen-top- ſail. 
Priſoner. Do you now what Poſition the F ore-top- 
fail was in? | 
A. I can't ſay. 
| 2 Ben 4 3 


James Mathews, Mate * the T bury, ſworn. 
Ruartered at the Fire Braces. 


Capt. Innes. Did you ſee the Fore-ſail of the Corn- 


wall haul'd up, ſome Time after ſhe had been in 


Action ? 

l 

9. Did you ſee the CornwalP's Head come * to the 
Wind, at the ſame Time? 

27 

Priſoner. What Accidents had then happened to ) the 
Cornwall 2 

A. Her Main-top-maſt was carried away. 

©. What other Sails had ſhe on board, and aka 
Poſition were they in? 

A. Her Fore-top-ſail was aback, to the beſt of my 


Knowledge. Her Main- top- ſail came down, the Mall | 


being carried away juſt below the Hounds. 
A Was the Fore-top-ſail-yard up or down? 
A. Down. 


Capt. Innes. Did you imagine the Main-top-ſail-yard 


was in the Top, or a top of the Cap ? 

A. In the Top, I believe. 

Court. Was the Fore-fail haul'd up before or r after 
ſhe had loſt her Main-top-maſt ? 

A. After. 


Priſoner. Was the 7 Ibury then engaging or no, and 


what Part of the Ship was you in ? 
A. She 
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A. She was engaged, and I was firing off the After 


Gun in the Ward Room ; 7 J did, as I could o 
ſpare Time from the Braces. 


Richard Willes, Boatfwain 's Mate f the Tibury, 8 @ 


Sworn, — Quartered in the Main-top. a- 

Capt. Innes. After the Corywall had been ſoene Time 
engaged, did you ſee her Fore-ſail haul'd up? " 
. Yes | 


2 Did you ſee her Head luff up in the Wind ? K. 

A. Tes. 

Court. Did you ſee the Cornwall with the Head of 
her Main-top-maſt gone ? 

A. Yes, I ſaw her juſt after the Head « of her Main- 

top-maſt was carried away. 

Q: Was it before or after the Head of her Main-top- 
maſt was gone, that you ſaw her Fore· ſail hauP'd up: 

A. After. 

9. Was ſhe at that Time engaged ? ? 

A, She did not engage at that Time—She did not 
engage after her F OY was hauld up. 

| Then be withdrew 


William F F rancis Burk, Mate f the Lemon, Sworn 
Quartered at the Braces. a 


Capt. Innes. Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the Corn- 
wall, l the Time the Cornwall was in Action? 
8 ni 
9. Did 2 fee the CornwalPs Fore· ſail haul'd up, 8 a 
and her Top-ſails aback, ſometime after ſhe had been qt 
in Action? | 
3 Yes, Th 
Did you ſee her Helm a-lee as you wore and 
paſs'd under her Stern ? | 
A. I can't ſay that I faw the Helm a- lee. 8 
2. Did not the Lenox engage as cloſe as che Com. ( 
wall, till the Cornwall hauPd out of the Line! 2 Wal 


A. Rather cloſer, 1 thank, - if 


ter 
uld 


y, 


me 


rn. 
u- 


up, 


een 
and 
F- 


Vas 
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9. Was either the Lenox or Cornwall within Reach 
of Muſketry any Part of that Time? 

A. I can't tell; we were not very nigh. - 

9. Did Admiral Reggio bear away upon the Corn- 
wall's leaving him; or did he go up to the next Ship 
a-head, the Strafford : ? | 

A. 1 think he luff'd u — the Siraffe od. 

A If the Cornaoall had kept her F re ſet, and 
her Sails full, do you ink. iſe could have remained in 
_— as there were three Ships 9 of Admiral 

ggio? 

4. By what Damage I ſaw ſhe had received, I believe 
the could. | 

9. Do you remember whether the Cornwal!'s Main- 
top-ſail-yard came down on the Cap, or fell into the 
Top, when the Head of the Maſt was carried away ? 

A. I don't know which. 

9. How many Ships of his Majeſty's Squadron 


were come into Action, when the — haul'd out 


of the Line? 
A. I can't remember whether the two ſternmoſt 
5 in Action or not, when ſhe haul'd out of the 
ine. 


9. Towards Sun-ſet, did you ſee the Cornwall lying 


to by the Prize? 


A. She was cloſe by the Prize; but I don't remem- 


| ber whether they were lying to or not. 


9, Was not the Body of his Majeſty's Squadron at 
that Time warmly engaged with the Body of the Spa- 


ni Squadron, headed by their two Admirals? 


A. The Lenox was and I believe the reſt of the 


Squadron was, 
| -- ben Be withdrew. 


Thomas Bourn ; Midſhipman of the Lenox, Sworn. 
| Ruartered on the Poop. 


Capt. Innes, Did the Lenox keep cloſe to the Corn- 
wa; Y the Time the Cornwall continued i in Action ? 
| ee 


2 Did 
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9. Did you ſee the Cornmall's Fore. ſail up, and he 
Top-ſails aback, ſometime after ſhe had been! in Action; 
A. Tes. 
2. Did you ſee her Helm a Lee when you wore and 
paſſed under her Stern? | 
A. I did not. 
Did not the Lenox engage as cloſe as the Cornwal, 
till the Cornwall haul'd out of the Line? 
[oa | 
Was either the 1 or mme within Reach 
of Muſketry, any Part of that Time; or did any Muſ- 


| ket Ball come on board you? 


A. I believe they were no Muſket Ball came on 
board, to my Knowledge. 
9. 'Did Admiral Reggio, upon the CornwalPs leav- 


| ing him, bear away before the Wind, or go immedi- 


ately to attack the Strafford? 
A. Went to attack the Strafford. | 

2 If the Cornwall had kept her Fore- ail ſet, and 
her Sails full, do you think ſhe could have kept en- 
gaged with ſome of the ſternmoſt Ships, as there v were 
three a- ſtern of Admiral Reggio? | 

A. I believe ſhe could. 

| 9. Did not the Cornwall become the ſternmoſt of 


both Squadrons, ſo as to have no Ship to engage with? 


A. No Ship but the diſabled Ship, the Conguiſtador. 

Court. What do you call the Gilabled Ship ? 

A. The Conquiſtador. 

2. Why do you call her diſabled 3 : | 

A. I took it her Top-ſail Tyes were ſhot away, and 
her Rigging ind Sails very much torn, and not capa- 
ble.of making Sail. 

Capt. Innes. Did you, towards Sun-ſet, ſee the Corn. 
wall lying to, by the diſabled Ship the Conquiſtador ? 

A. Yes. | 


9. Was the Cornwall then to Windward or to Lee- 


ward of you? 


14 To the beſt of my Knowledge, ſhe was to Lee- 
ward, upon our Lee Quarter. | 


Then he withdrew, 
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Thomas Pearſon, Midſbipman of the Lenox, Szoorn. 
Quartered at the firſt Gun on the Varter Deck. 


Capt. Tanes. Did the Lenox keep doſe to the Corn: 
wall, all the Time the Cornwall continued in Action ? 

A. As cloſe as we could, 

9. Did you ſee the Cornwall haul'd out of the Line, 
with her Fore-ſail up, and 1 aback ? 

A. Yes. 

Did not the Lenox engage as Cloſe as the Dos 

3 till the Cornwall haul'd out of the Line? 

A. I believe that we were as near as the mne 

9. Was either the Lenox or Cornwall within Reach 
of Muſketry, any Part of that Time: ? 

A. Yes, both. _- 


9. Did you perceive that, * any] Muſket Balls com- 


ing on board ? 
A. No, not at that Time. 


9, What Reaſon had you then to believe you was 


within Reach of Muſketry ? | 

A. On account of their great Shot going ſo far over 
us; I believe we were point blank then, or leſs. 

2. Did Admiral Reggio bear away before the Wind 
upon the Cornwall's leaving him, or did he go imme- 
diately to the Attack of the Strafford? 

A. "He did not bear away, as 1 know of; he went 
and attack d the Strafford. 

Court, How many Cables Lengths might you be 


from the Enemy, when you was Engaged a-Itern of the 


Cornwall ? 

A. ] believe two, or ben 

Q. Do you apprehend that the Enemy, While you 
was engag' d a- ſtern of the e. fired Muſketry 
at you ? 


A. There was ſuch a ov Fire I could not diſtin- 


guiſh—But we fired Muſketry from our Poop. 
Then be withdrew, 


| Captain | 
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| | K 
Captain Clarke, Jate of the Canterbury, fworn, N aß 
Capt. Ines. Do you remember any thing of a white 8 

Flag Nha red Croſs being hoiſted on board the Cen- 
wall at 10 O Clock in the Morning: - 
A. About that Time, I do: kee 
2, What did you take that Signal to be ? oC 
S For what Shi 1 pev] | | c 
or what Shi to lead arge; the Canterbury or 
the Tilbicry ? Hf | 5 7 nol 
A. For the Tilbury, = 
2, If that was the proper Sie for the 7 2 on 
what was the proper Signal for the Canterbury? 15 
A. When the Admiral altered the Line, which he ; 
* — Day before, and ſtrengthned his Van, he then 1 1 
Tilbury ſhould lead upon both Tacks. on 
2 Had you any ſuch Orders in wang, or where 
was this ſaid ? Ro 
A. Had no ſuch Orders in writing z it was fad f in wm 
che Cornwal?'s ſtern Gallery. _ 
S Who were nt when this was ſaid ? 
A. Captain Tall, and Captain n to the beſt of Re. 
my Knowledge. p 8 
Captain Innes ſaid, be would prove. that be 4845 = 
not out of his Ship that Day; and Captain Toll IM *'= 
declar d, that upon his Oath he was not preſent. 
* Holmes. Was not the Signal made the 1 bn: 


ing of the Action for the Tilbury to lead? -— 
Mr. Knowles ſaid, he atlow'd that it was. 
2 Did the Enemy, as ſoon as they had joined their 
Ships to Leeward, form their Line and wait for us? 
A. Their headmoſt Ships ſtood. on with their Top- 
fails, Fore-ſails, and ſmall- ſails; and their three ſtern 
moſt Ships, which failed the beſt, under their Top-ſails? 
2. Did the Enemy, after their Line was form' d at 
any Time, till the Action began, ever croud Sail, and 
endeavour to go from us? 
A. About 11 o'Clock they looſed their Main-ſail, 
got their Maintack on — and haul'd cloſe upon 4 
Wind. Þ . Did 


7, 
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orn- 


or 


Rear-Admiral K NOV LES. 81 

9. Did all the Ships looſe their Main- ſaiils? 

A. The Admiral did; but I don't know how many 
beſides did. 

L Did any of them looſe their Top-gallant Sails? 

A, I don” c know. 

2 For how long time did the Spaniſh Admiral 
keep. his Main-ſail ſet, after he loos'd it about II 


o'Clock ? : 
A. As near as I can 8 chown half an bi, 
Capt. Toll. Was it Admiral Reggio, or Admiral Spi- 
nola, that ſet the main Sail about 11 o'Clock? _ 
4. Admiral Reggio; and hauPd his Wind imme- 


If iately, with an Intention, as I ſuppoſed, to gain the 


Wind of us. 

rs Did Admiral Reggio, and the Spaniſh Squadron, 
at the ſame Time, xy ir Wind, and ſet their 4 
gallant Sails, and preſs Sail, in order to gain 
Wind ? 


their Main tack on board; but can't recollect their 
having Top-gallant Sails ; they all clung their Wind, 
and form'd a Line of Battle upon a Wind. 


Priſoner. Whether upon the Enemy's doing that, | 


Rear-Admiral Knowles did not cling his Wind, haul 


down the Signal for leading large, and hoiſt up the 


Signal for a Line upon a Wind? 

A. He did; and it was obſery'd by the Squadron. 

Capt. Ines. Was the Wind at that Time ſteddy or 
wavering ? 

A. It ſhifted about two Points to the Northward ; - 
that is, more aft. 

2. Was the * s Line of Battle well formed? 

Admitted by tbe Priſoner. 

. What was the Extent of our Line, when the 
Action firſt began? 

A. I imagine about three or four Miles. 

2. Was there any Neceſlity, as the Enemy did not 
croud from us, to have attack d them in fo ſcattered a 


Line? 
A. If 


0 ; o * 2 
: "8 g 
: * 


4. They had their Cid and Stay-ſails; and they had | 
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A. If Mr. Knowles. had not attack'd them as he did, 
bur ſtayed for the coming up of the Farwick to cloſe 
the Center, it is very uncertain whether he could hay: 
engaged that Day, as the Warwick did not ſpread al 
the Canvas ſhe might have done, in order to cloſe the 
Line. 

9, What Sail did the Warwick ſpare, and at whit 
Time? ? 

A. As to the Time, I can't be poſitive but knoy 
her Main-ſail was up, and her Main-top-ſail-yard ſquare. 

Priſoner. How long was the Canterbury detain'd a 
ftern of the Warwick by that means, before the Rear. 
Admiral's Boat could get on board her, to order her 
to go a-head of the Warwick ? 

A. About half an Hour; I lay with my Main- ſai 
haul'd up, Main-top-ſail aback, all the ſmall Sail 
hauPd down, and the Main-top-gallant-ſail upon the 
Cap; and {till continued my Station in the Line, with- 
in half a Cable's Length of the Warwick, or nearer. 
Court. At what Hour of the Day was this | ? 

A. About 4 o'Cleck in the Afternoon. 

Capt. Toll. How long was it after the Cornwall be- 
gan to engage, before the Warwick began? 

A. I paſſed between her and the Enemy about 4, 

when ſhe luff*d up, in order to fire her Bow Guns upon 
the Enemy; what ſhe did afterwards, I can't ſay. 

Court. What Diſtance was the Warwick from the 
Enemy, when ſhe luff*d up to fire her Bow Guns? 
A. At random Shot; for I ſtood a conſiderable 
Diſtance. myſelf nearer the n before I fired a 
Gun. . 

Capt. [mmes. When you was order'd head, and 
came to Leeward of the Warwict, was you not becalm'd 
by the Warwick's Sails? 

A. I don't recollect that we were; for 1 ſhot ver) 
faſt by her. 

2. Was it practicable for the Squadron to have been 
carried down in a cloſe compact Line upon the Enemy: 

A. Yes, I think it was. 

©, Was not the Spaniſh Squagron of ſuperior Force 

to the _ Squadron ? A. No. 
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lok 9. Do you judge from the Number of Guns, 6r 
= en, or Number of Ships ? 
- A. I judge from the Number of Ships, and their 


ze; at that Time I could not count their Guns. 
Priſoner. Had you heard Mr. Knowles declare ſeve- 


nor, that he would attack ſeven Sail of Spaniards 
vith five? | 
A. I have, 2 Times. 

Mr. Knowles s Jays, be believed Captain Toll might 


2 aſe the Queſtion; of tain Toll owns be Js, 7 
n 4 that Ale e often beard Mr. Knowles 

fl i e, tt 

- 1 Capt. [nnes. When vou paſſed by the Cornwall to 
the eeward, did you ſee her Fore-fail up, and her Head 
; uff; d up into the Wind? 


A. Her Fore-ſail was down, Fore-tack on board, 
ore-top-ſail- -yard down. and ſquare, and her Main-top- 
naſt carried away. 

9. Whereabout was the Main-top-maſt ſhot away ? 
A. About 12 or 14 Feet under the Rigging. 

4 9. At what Time : Kd the Cormoals PE? to Engage ? 

— A. Between 3 and 4. 

P 2 How long did ſhe continue engaged p 
he A. About an Hour. 


0 the Van with Meſſages? 

A. The Admiral's boat came on board of me, but I 

now nothing of it afterwards. 

2. Did you fee any thing of the Admiral after 7 

Clock at Night! 5 | 

A. No. 

9, Might not the Admiral, by Hiking his F hs 

ave continued to conduct the Action, before and after 

ight came on? 

4. The Admiral might have ſhifted his Flag, but 

can't fay how ſoon he might have come into Action: 

9, Do you think a Commanding Offcer, with dis 

iguiſhing — would have been of Service to his 
F 


r 


No. 
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al Times in the Cruize, before he was jdined by the 


9. Did not the Admiral's Boat paſs from the Rear 


Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's Squadron, to have collected the Ships, * 

, tte the Enemy after Night came on? 
A. The Ships being ſo far a-head of the Admin 

they could not ſee his Lights; if he had been a-hey 
of them, they might. 

9. Did not the Canterbury bring to about g 0'Clod 
and furl her Courſes ? 

A. I had all the running Rigging cut, and all th 
Sails flapping to 3 ; I furPd n by Han 
and then purſued the Enemy. 

Q: Did not Admiral Reggio, when the als! Wa 

| hauſ'd out of the Line, go to the Attack of the 874 
Ford, and did you not find him engaged with th 
Strafford. 
A. I ſaw Admiral Reggio wacky, looſe his To 
gallant- ails, and ſet his Main- fail for about 20 Minute 
as did the reſt of the Spaniſb Squadron; and when] 
came up, I found him engaged with the Strafford, an 
run in between her and the Strafford. 

9. Did the Strafford at any Time bear away, in 
der to come to Leeward to Admiral Reggio; or d 
ſhe continue to follow her leading Ship the Tilbury? 

A. I can't tell; I did not ſee,her bear away. 

"Priſoner. Upon what Point of the Compaſs was th 
rege ſteering when you joined her? 

A. I believe we went about South, with the Wind 
upon the Beam, which muſt have been about Eaſt 
Capt. Innes. About Sun-ſet was not the Body of ou 
Squadron, engaged with the Body of the Enemy' 

1 headed by their two Admirals? 

A. They were. 

© 9. Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depenc: 
ing ; and the Spaniſh Ships, engaged with his Majeſt/ 
Ships, of equal Number ? 

A. Yes, wherever the Body of the Fleet is, ther 


the Action muſt be depending.—I know the Spaniari 4: 
had five Sail againſt us, but how many we had I don, 2. 
know, for I never look*d a-ſtern. 

Court. It is admitted the Cornwall did not come into 


Action till 3 or 4 o'Clock, and yet that ſhe did - 
n | wil 


— — 


— 
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mit und the reft, come into Action ſooner ? . 

a. be 4. I know no other Reaſon, than that Mr. Knowles 


un the Gantlet, but that he would — his Van a- 

reaſt of the Enemy's, and then bear down upon them, 

chich he accordingly did, and then made a Signal for 

e Fleet to bear away large. 

9. Could not the Van, the Center, and every Ship 
the Britiſb Squadron, except the Warwick, have 

ome into Action ſooner. than they did? 

A. Ves, if our Headmoſt Ships had attack'd their 

Rear, 

9, Did it require from 6 or 7 in the Morning; when 


nuteicy tack'd to the Southward, to 3 o'Clock in the Af- 
Then! ernoon, to bri Ing the Britiſh. Squadron up to the Van 
1, uff the Enemy ? 


A. I think ſo; for Mr. Knowles ſpread all the Cans 


ES he could. 


„did you not fire a Broad ſide at the Enemy? 

A No, I did not ; ſome Bow Guns were fired, but 
gave immediate Orders for ſtopping, them, finding 
myſelf at too great a Diſtance. 

Gurt. When Mr. Knowles; in the Cornwall, ceaſed 
0 engage the Spaniſh Admiral; it was ſaid, that the 
pariſh Admiral bore away; do you apprehend . he 
vas running away from the Fight? | 
A. I did apprehend they were. 

Capt. Holmes, How did the Windwardmoſt Ships 
bend f the Spaniards, the five Sail, bear of you, in the 
eſty Morning at Day - light? | 

A. South Eaſt neareſt, there or. thereabouts, 
then 2, How was the Wind then? 
ia A. At Eaſt; as near as I can recollect. 
don't . At what Diſtance? Ty 

4. About _ Leagues. 

into 

not 


Den he deb 


Clock. 


ait for the Warwick ; why then did not the C | 


always declared, that his Headmoſt ſhip. ſhould not 


Capt. Iunes. As ſoon as you got under the — 


| | Cour? adj ourned till Tomorrow Morning at 9 
F 2 Thur, day, 


RB De Thi 1 


Thurſday, December 14, 1749. 4 
w th E Court met according to Adjournment ; th 8 

ſame Members preſent as before, except C oö 
tain Brett. . x A, 
The Preſident acquainted the Court, that it h 9 


been repreſented by the Surgeon of the Yacht, tha 


— 


Captain Brett was ill of a Fever, and unable longer i A 
attend; the Court agreed to diſpenſe with his Abſena 9. 
and conſented to his going on Shore for his Recoven hip. 


Priſoner brought in by the Marſnal.— All Party 
admitted. Witneſſes called. 


Captain Policarpus Taylor, late Commander of th 
| Cornwall, ſworn. 


Ah 35 > 


Capt. Innes. Had not Admiral Knowles Intelligent 
From Captain Holmes, on the goth of September, of th 
"Spaniſh Squadron being very near him; or what lt 
telligence had he? . „ 
A. He had Intelligence from Captain Holmes, thi 
he ſaw the Spaniſh Squadron the Day before, wi 
chaced him, and took one of his Convoy. 


2, Did not Captain Holmes propoſe to the Rex 
Admiral to change Vanes, the better to deceive th 
Enemy ? ; 6 4 15 N 

A, Not as I know of. 9 5 

Q: On board what Ship did Rear-Admiral Nuo 
engage on the iſt of OFober, and who was Captain 0 
. - c-.-5.,- TS. 

A. Admiral Knowles had his Flag on board the Co 
wall, and engaged in her; and I was Captain of ti 
Ship. EE an. 5 

5. Was the Cornwall clear for the Action in tb 
Morning of the iſt of October, when we firſt perceiv 

the Enemy ? | HY 
Ai. In every Shape; the Ship was ordered to“ 
clear'd the Day before. . 
_ 3 N Wen 
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hen we firſt ſaw tem ? 


2 Did the Spaniſh Ships to Windward ever attempt 


owles ſhewed his Colours, and made _— 

A. I can't really recollect. 

2, What time did you ſee the Enemy 8 Ships t to 
indward, bear away to join their Ships to Leeward ? 
ger A. About Sun-riſe, I judge. 


Ships to Leeward, wait for us, or make Sail off? 

A. They made ſay, ſome under their Top-ſails and 
ore-fails, and ſome under their Top-fails. 

9. Did they ever attempt afterwards to croud away, 
d run from us, before the Action commenced 2 

A. They haul'd the Wind, and made Sail. 

9. What Sail did they make; and how many of them 
nade Sail, and at what Time? 

J. Some of them looſed their Top-gallant Sails, and 


ad their Main- ſails up, and Stay-ſails and Gib ſet; 1 


about 11 O'Clock. 

9, How long did they continue this Sail abroad ? 
2 I judge, about half an Hour. 

2, Did you obſerve any Alteration in the Diſpok- 
ion of their Line at that time? 


enter; one that was a-head of the Admiral fell a- ſtern 
un f him. 


9. Did they not e ſhorten Sail, and fee 
f coal —_ ſails, at times? 

aw one Ship, for about 70 8 Minutes, back 
ner 1 fail. 2 

Were all, or any of them, ander their Top-ſails 
only, at that time? 

A. Some with their T 1 and Fore-fils, and 
eme under their T _ 275 


1 th 
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2 Were the Spauiſb Squadron together or ſeparated, 


3 the o join their Ships to — before Rear- Admiaal 
2, Did the Spaniſh Squadron, after Joining their 
ot their Main-tacks on board; the beſt failing Ships 
annot: be certain, but 1 bn they made this Sail 
A. Yes, they ſhifted a Ship that wasa-head of the 


f them back their Mizen-top-fails, and Tome their 
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Priſoner. From the Time that we * in the 
Morning, to the Time you ſaw ghe Mizen Topſil 
of one of the Spaniſo Ships aback, did not Rear. 
Admiral Knowles uſe = Nu petthle to. come up 
with them: 

A. He did. 

Capt. Iunes. Was not the Spanif Line well formed 
and compact? 

ee | 

9. Did we engage . them. in a long compa 
Line? 

A. No. | 

Court. From the Time the Spaniſh Ships Joined 
their Squadron together; how long do you think 
the Warwick (which is allowed to — the heavieſt 
Sailer in our Squadron) would have been N up 
with the Spaniſh Squadron? 

A. I do think. ſhe might have been op with the 
Spaniſh Fleet in her Station, by four ofGlock in the 
Afternoon, with great Eaſe. 

Captain Innes. Did the Canterbury, or- Warwit 
fail beſt?” 

A. In going large, ſcarce any Difference ; 3 upon 
a Wind, the Warwick did not fail ſo well. 

'Q, Did not the Canterbury, when ſhe was ordered 
a- head of the Warwick, g0 vey faſt a-head unde 
equal ſail? 

A. She might, .but not to my Knowledge. 

2. If Rear Admiral Knowles had ſtopt the Ship: 
ahead, how many Ships could he have carried down 
in a compact Line, as faſt as he went himſelf? 

A. I apprehend Admiral- Knowles endeavoured to 

me them, and made proper Signals for That Pur- 
ofe, 

* If they had ſtopt agreeable to Signals, 1 

many could he have then carried down? 

A. The whole in a compact Line: 

N Did the headmoſt 1 ovey the Sign 
or no . 

« The headmoſt Ship * vote 


Pri. 
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in the Priſoner. Did the headmoſt Ship, the Tilbury, obey 
opſailM the ſecond Signals? COTS 
Rear. A. No. s | | 
ne will 2, Did the weathermoſt Ship, the Oxford, obey 
her Signal for coming to a cloſer Engagement, when 
the Rear-Admiral made that ? | 
medi A. No. . 
When the Rear-Admiral made the Signal for 
bearing away large down upon the Enemy; did any 
pad other Ships bear away with the Cornwall, beſides the 
| 3 and Lenox, "rg 
A, No. | 


oined Court. How long was it afterwards, before all the 

think Squadron bore away, agreeable to that Signal? 

avictll A. When we came into Action, I was employed, 

g up and am not able to give a particular Anſwer to it; 
they never came down to my Knowledge. 

h the Court. At what Time was that Signal for the Squa- 

the dron to bear down made? g 

A. I can't immediately recollect. 

wic, Priſoner. Do you know whether the Tilbury and 
Oxford did ever properly bear down, and come to 

upon Bl cloſe Action, till the Rear-Admiral ſent you with a 
Meſſage for their doing ſo? © N | 

Jered A. They did not to my Knowledge, neither be- 

inder fore or after. 5 | 


ledge, after the Cornwall began to engage ? ; 
A, It did once, by being ſent for by the Admiral 
own in a particular Manner, from the lower Gun- deck. 


Q; For what Cauſe did their Admiral ſend to you, 


aß in that particular Manner to come to him ? | 

Pur- A. To look in what Manner Capt. Innes lay with 
his Ship, and to relate to him, what Sail ſhe had out, 

non and in what Poſition ſhe lay. „ 
| Prifoner. Did not the Rear-Admiral then ' go for- 
vard, and point along the weather Gangway to Capt. 
znal WY J, and obſerve in what Manner the Oxford's Shot 
(dell hart of the Enemy, = whether ſhe was not near 
A — ; 4 | : as 
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Capt. Innes. Could it come without your Know- 
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as far to the Windward of the T; ubury, as the Tilbury 
was of the Spaniſh Rear-Admiral * | 

A. Yes, he did. 

Court. What Time of the Day was it, when Rear. 
Admiral Knowles made theſe Remarks to you? 

A. It was before the Cornwall loſt her Maintopmaſt; 
but I can't ſay the particular Time. 

Captain Innes. Could not Rear-Admiral Knowles 
have ſent Boats, with Officers to command any Ships, 
whoſe Captains he found wanting in their Duty ? 

A, We had but one Boat, and ſhe was employed 
almoſt the whole Day in carrying Orders from one 
Shi to another. 

Did you not, after the Time the Admiral made 

this Obſervation, go to the Van of the Squadron, in a 

Boar, * any Ship bringing to, or ſhortning ſail 
or you 5 

A. At 5 o'Clock or thereabouts, I did. 

9, What was the particular Signal made for the 
Squadron to bear down? 

P 2 A white Flag with a Red Croſs at the Mizen 
Pee 

= Mi ys. not the Oxford ordered out of the Line? 

A. Yes 

&, Was the Oxford ordered again into the Line, 
before the Signal was made for bearing down ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. 

9, Did not the Manner of the Rear-Admiral's At. 
tack, expoſe his Majeſty s Squadron, to the Danger 
ot a Defeat? 

A. I cant apprehend it did. 

9, How long was the Cornwall engaged, before her 
** was ſhot away. 

* A. Upwards of an Hour, along Side the Gente 
ip. 

2. Did not the Cornwall haul up her Foreſail, and 

at what Time? 


A. She did nct haul it up at all, to my Knowledge, 


during the Action, while ſhe was along ſide. 
2, What 
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9. What other material Damage had the Corn- 
| wall receiyed, beſides the Loſs of her Maintopmaſt, 
in Regard to the Maſts, Yards, and Sails, in her 
Action? 

A. Great part of her ſtanding and running Rigging 
ſhot away. 
Whareboun was the Maintopmaſt ſhot away ? 
About 12 or 13 Feet below the Hounds. 


2 Was the Sail full, and the Yard braced up, when 


the Maſt was ſhot away ? 


A. At that Time ] was upon the lower Gun-deck, | 


and acquainted with it. 
'9. Did the Yard come down upon Deck, or fall 
in tho Top ? 


4. T he Yard, as] was informed, was upon the 
Cap. 


9, How many Shot were fired into your Hull, | 


and how many Men killed on board the Cornwall 
that Day ? 


A. I can't ſay, how many Shot were fired into 


the Hull ; but there were both Cannon-ſhot, Grape- 
ſhot, and Muſket-ſhot, —I really can't recollect the 


certain Number of Men killed, I had a Lift; but I. 


have 1t pot about me, —1I think there were about ſix 
or eight killed outright, 


9. Was the Cornwall ſo diſabled as to be unfit for 
Action ? 


A. I think ſhe was, for going to Windward, but 


not as to Leeward. —I think ſhe was as able to ght 
her Guns as ever ſhe was. 


9. Was the Enemy to Windward ar to Lee- 


ward of you, at and after the Time that the Cornmall's 


Topmaſt was ſhot away? 


A. When the Coruwalbs Topmaſt was ſhot away, 


they were to Leeward of us; they bore away four or 
five Points after her Topmaſt was ſhot away, and run 
with all the Sail they could make for about two 
Miles, I judge, and then hauled up ſomething more, 


continuing. ſtill to carry all the Sail they could make, 
Pri. 


and ſeem' d to be in great Confuſion, 
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Prifontr. Did not the Rear-Admiral immediately 
upon the Enemy's running, order the Spritfail — 
Sprittopſail to be looſed; and all the Sail to be 
made that could be ſet ? | 

A. Yes, he did. 


Court. Was the F eee Sail, mt ir 


maſt-ſtndding Sail, ſet, in Conſequence of that Order, 
as the Cornwall was the Windwa! oft Ship! 1 
A. Not to my Knowledge. - 
Priſoner. Was not the Forecopfail-yatd thor down, 
and lying upon the Cap, when you left the Ship? 
A. Yes. 
Court. Could not the RearAduinil have ordered 


the Foretopmaſt ſtudding fail Rooms to be rigged out, 


while the Tye and Halliards were reeving, or what 


| elſe was wanting ? 


A. He might, if he thought ar proper 

2. As you was returning, an er you return'd 
from the Van, did you ſee any of theſe 28 
Sails, or Driver ſet? | 

A. No. © 


2. Were the Spaniſh wu Engl $ WEIR both 


cloſe haul'd, when you got to the Van of the Fleet ? 

- of. No, They were about two Points' from the 
Wind, I judge: The Wind upon the Beam. 

D. If the Cornwall had made fail after the Body of 
the Spaniſh Squadron; would ſhe not have continued 
to Windward of them? 

A. The Cornwall did make all the fail ſhe could, 


and put her Helm a-weather. 


Court. What Time was this? 

A. This was as ſoon as the Spaniſh Admiral bore 
away with all the Sail he could, about three Minutes 
after the Cornwall's Maintopmaſt was carried away. 

Captain Innes. While the Cornwall was in Action, 


with the Spaniſh Admiral, was ſhe cloſe hauled, or 


with the Wind up the Beam? 
A. I believe, rather from the Wind. 


2. Did the Spaniſo ading Sa at the Time they | 
bore away, ſet their ſtud * 


ing Sails? 
A. Not 
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A. Not to my Knowledge. 

Q: After they bore away four or five Points would 
not ſtudding Sails have ſtood? 

A. Yes; but I believed them to be ſo ſhatter'd, chat 


they were not able to ſet ſtudding Sails. 


9. Did you find any, and what Difficulty, in get- 
ting to the Van of the Squadron in your Boat, ag none 
of the Ships ſpared Sail for you ? 

A. Not any, with Oars and Sails. 


Court, How long might you be going from the 


Cornwall to the Van of the Fleet ? 

A. About three Quarters of an Hour, in a twelve 
oar'd Boat, with Sails and Oars. 8 

Priſoner. What Sail had the Tilbury, Oxford, and 
Lenox abroad, when you got their Length? 

A. The Lenox had Top-ſails and Fore-ſail z as to 
Stay-ſails, I don't recolle& whether ſhe had any or 


not; the Tilbury had Top-ſails, Top-gallant-ſails, and 


Fore-ſail ; the Oxford had Top- ſails, Top-gallant-ſails, 
and Fore-ſail. 

Capt. Innes. Could not Rear-Admiral Knowles have 
removed his Flag on board any one Ship of the Squa- 
dron at that Time ? 

A. To be ſure he could. | 

2, Were there not two Flags of the Enemy 0 then i in 


| Action ? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Was this at the Time you got to the Van? 

A. Yes, 

Priſoner. Were there two Spaniſh F lags engaged at 
= Ou you put off from the Cornwall, to go to the 

an 
A. Yes; I did not obſerve them at the Time I was 
putting off, but as I was . to the Van, I ſaw 
them engaged. 

Captain Innes. Did you return in the ſame Boat im- 
mediately to the ce. when you came from the 


Van? 


A. No. 


Du Where did 180 to from the Van? oY 
A. To 


Js we Tarat % 
A. To the Warwick, | 

Captain Ines. Did you go within Hail of the hw 
wall, before you came to the Jarwick ? 

4. No. 

' D. Did not the Cornell bring « to, and remain by 
the Conguiſtador ? 


4. Tes. 

9. Was the Conguiſtador going before the Wind, oc 
_ was ſhe going, before ſhe ſtruck, and brought 
to 

A. She was going large, till Admiral Knowles got 
cloſe to her, when ſhe ſtruck her Colours and brought 


to. 

Priſoner. Had the Cornwall fired any. Shot at her, 
before ſhe brought to ? | | wh 

A. Yes. 


Capt. Innes. From what Part of the Ship 2 

A. I judge from her Bow-Guns, as they went; but 
1 was not then on board, but in a Boat. 

9. Was not the Cornwall aſtern of the Conqui ſtador, 
when ſhe ſtruck and brought to ? 

A. I can't recollect that Circumſtance, but the Corn- 
wall was very near her; and about five or ſix Minutes 


before I went under Captain Innes 5 Stern, from the Van, 
ſhe ſtruck. 


Priſoner. When you ſaw the Conguiſtador rike, 
what Diſtance might the Warwick then be from her? 


A. About Point- blank Shot, I judge. | 
Capt. Innes. How far was you from the Warwick, 
at that Time ? 
* A. Very near; to pull in 6 or 7 Minutes on board 
er. 
Did you wave to the Warwick? 
I might, but cannot recollett it —1 1 


| 1 hs Poſition Was ſhe i In, - when you did wave 
to her? 
A. Her Yards were ſquare, and her Head pointing 


to a Spaniſb Ship, which was out of the Squadron. — 
Her Topgallant-ſails lowered; Courſes up, and Top- 


ſails hoiſted, and her Yards * 8. Did 
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2 Did you obſerve a Spaniſb Ship, which ſeemed to 

be Kn from the Spaniſh Squadron, to the Afﬀiſt= 
ance of the . ? | 


A. Yes. 
: Could Admiral Reggio 8 


to be defeated, when he could, and did ſpare, and de- 
tach one Ship to Windward, to the Aſſiſtance of the 
Conguiſtador, and keep only five as 2 to engage five 
of his Majeſty's Squadron? 

A. I think he might very well ſpare one Ship. 

Did not the Cornwall lye to, and remain with 

the Conquiſtador Prize? | 

A. Yes, ſhe did. 

9. Were the Ships to Leeward engaged, at the Time 
the Cornwall brought to, and lay by the Conguiſtador ? 

A. They were firing, but I don't think they were 
to Leeward of the Cornwall. 

9, Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depend- 
ing between the Body of the two Squadrons ? 

A. No doubt. 

9. Might the Cornwall have ſent a Boat on board 


the Conguiſtador Prize, and have diſabled her from ſail- 


ing that Night, by cutting her Rigging, or otherwiſe ; 
and in what Time might that have been done? 
A. It might have been done; but I can't ſay what 


| Time it might have taken. 


9. What Time had you done taking out the Pri- 
ſoners whom you ſhifted that Night? 
A. I believe they were taking out the major Part of 


| the Night, but am not politive. 


_ Did not the Cornwall and Prize haul off to the 
* Barn and how fac did they run before they 


| brought to ? 


A. They did—they run to the North-weſt, about 
three Leagues, I believe, before they brought to.” 
9. When the Cornwall made fail to North-welt, did 


you then ſee Flaſhes of Guns, and how did they bear 
from you ? 


A. I heard there was ſuch Things ſeen; but for my 
own Part, I did not ſee any. | 
| Q. Did 


Squadron be then faid 
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Did one on board take the 
© any Bearings of thoſe 

A. Not as I know of: 

Court. What Damage did you perceive to bexdone 
to the Spaniſb Admiral, when ſhe left the Cornwall? 

A. The Head of her Main-top-maſt ſeem'd to be 
ſo much damag' d, that the Maſt ſtood crooked ; fer 
a Perſon went up, "and had looſed the Larboard Yard. 
arm of the Main-top-gallant-ſail, and then we heard 
them hollow ; which we ſuppoſed was to him, and he 
thereupon came down with great. Precipitation. 

9. What Sail had the Spaniſb Admiral ſet when 
ſhe bore away ? 


A. Courſes, Top- fails; Foretopgallant-ſail, and Stay- 


fails; and the Larboard Yard-arm ef the Main-top- 
: gallant-ſail looſe. 


How was you to the Wind, when you en- 


gaged her? 


A. From the Winc. 
9. How came the Spaniſh Admiral, · after ſhe bore 


nway, to be again in a Line with the Cornwall? 


A. By the Cornwall's bearing away, and running 
down to the -— and the other Spaniſh Ships 
luffing 
9. What Da Damage was done to the Fore- top-ſail- 
12 of the Cornwall? 

A. The Starboard Vard- arm ſhot, and the Top- ſail 
Tyes ſhot, and Slings. 5 

: Did the Conguiſtador fire upon the Cornwall? 

A. I can't fay that I ſaw the Conguiftador fire at the 
Admiral. 

Q. Was the Cornwall's Forctop-ſail-yard ſhot with- 

out or within the Rigging ? 
A. I believe, about four or five Feet within the 
Liſts—lt was wounded, not ſhot away, 
| Then be withdrew: 


James Wickliffe, Midſhipman on board the Corn- 
wall, fworn.—2yartered at the Braces. 


Capt. Innes. Did not the Cornwall, ſome time after 
ſhe' began to engage, haul up her Fore-ſail ? . 
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A, I don't know whether it Was ſome time after 
ſhe began to e „ but I remember the Fore- ſail was 
ad to be hauPd up ; and I turn'd the Men myſelf 
from the Guns to man the Clue- garnet; but am not 
ne WF certain it was haul'd up; I believe it was occaſioned 
4 by the Lee Clue-garnet being ſhot away. 
be 9. Was it before or after the PIN was 
pag ſhot away ! 5 : 

x 228 | paſſed by the C 2 did 
After the Warwic orm | 
he a Cornwall ever after come into action? | 

A. I don't know what Ship it was paſſed us; I do 
remember a Ship paſſing us; and I don't remember 
that we afterwards were eng ed with the Conguiſtador. 

Court. Did the Cornwall fire any Guns at the Con- 
quiftador, after ſhe had left off ale. with the Spa- 
niſb Admiral? | 

A. Not that I remember. J 

Priſoner. Do you remember the Men being turn'd . 
up on board the Cornwall, tor boarding the Conqui- 
ftador ? 

A. Yes, I very well 88 they were; becavſc 
I was armed for that Purpoſe. 

Ps 9. Do you remember, on our ranging up along the 
5 Conquiſtador's Quarter, the ſtruck her Colours and 
l call'd for Quarters? 

5 A. As to her Colours, J can't ſay I obſerved any 
al I remember her calling for Quarters perfectly well. 

Capt. Innes. Had not the Conguiſtador brought to, 
before the Cormoall came up with her? | 

de A. I can't remember. 

Priſoner. What Sail had the Conguiſtador, a the 
Cornwall came up with her, and you was arm'd to 
board her; and in what Poſition were her Sails and 

ie Yards? 

A. I really Soul t know what Sails ſhe had out; but 

7% I they were prodigiouſly ſhatter'd. 
5 Capt. Innes. Did not the Cornwall bring to after- 
wards, and remain by the Conguiſtador ? 

Admitted by the Priſoner has ſhe did, 


re 


2 Did 
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ſee Flaſhes of Guns ? 


Admiral, after the Fore- ſail was order'd to be haul'd up? 


wall, when yqu- was going to board the Conguiſtador, 


Did not the Cornwall! and Prize haul off and ; 
ſtand to the North-weſt, after ſhe had ſhifted the Pi. 6 
2 


ſioners ? alter 


Admitted by the Priſoner thit they did. 
' 9. How long did t 3 and Conguiſtadr or 


4 
ſtand to the Nantbward, and what Diſtance did they : 


run? 
A. As to the exact Time of ſtanding to the North- 
ward, I can't ſay ; But they. run about three Leagues, 
. While the Cornwall lay to, ſhifting Priſoners, 
did you obſerve the Flaſhes of Guns? - 
Admitted by the Priſoner, that they did. 
2: How did thoſe Flaſhes bear, as you lay to? 
A. Upon our Larboard Quarter; our Head lying 
to the N — with Starboard Tacks on board. 
2. As you was ſtanding off, did you not likewif 


A. I can't ſay that I did. 

9. At what o Clock had you done ſhifting Priſoners! 

A. I can't ſay, becauſe I went on board the Congui- 
ſtador, the firſt or ſecond Boat. 

9. Did Rear-Admiral Kzowles, after taking Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Conguiſtador, ever endeavour to draw 
near or join his Majeſty s Squadron that Night? 

Mr. Knowles anſwered, No. 
Court. Did the Cornwall fire any more at the Spano 


A. Not that I remember. 
9, What Diſtance was the /Yarwick from the Corn- 


and in what Poſition ? _ 
A. To the beſt of my Memory, the Warwick lay 


about two Cables N upon our Larboard Bow. 
Den be witharew. 


Lieutenant John Mitchell, acting as Firft Lieute- 
nant of the Cornwall, forn,—Qgartered on tit 
Upper Deck. 


Capt. Innes. How long was the Conil engaged, 
before her Main-top maſt was ſhot away? A, An 


\ 
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and A An Hour, I believe. 
Di 2. Did the Cornwall haul up her F ore· ſail, before or 
after the Main- top- maſt was gone? 

A. I can't recolle& whether it was haul'd up at all 
or not. 

9. Did the c % put her Helm a Lee, or did 
her Head. come up into the Wind, before the Spaniſh 
Admiral left her ? 

A. I can't be a Judge whether her Helm was a Lee 
r not; I was then buſy, and was not aft, to ſee whether 

t was or not.—I don't remember any thing of her 
Head coming up into the Wind; I was at my Quar- 
ers, and did | not mind her Head. 

Priſoner. Did not the Cornwall continue firing at 

ic Haniſb Admiral, as long as you Judge the Guns 
ould do execution! 7 
. 
9. Do you remember, that when the Spaniſh Admi- 
abs Stern was towards you in his going off, you heard 
he Shot ſtrike his Stern, or about the Ship, when the 
ornwall fired at her? 

A. I can't ſay J heard them; I ſaw ſome Splinters 
ly from her Gallery, and I heard Admiral Knowles ſay 
rom the Quarter Deck, that they were well fired. 

2, What Diſtance do you think ſhe might be at that 


ni Nrime? 
up? in She was within Piſtol Shot; I believe, or theo 
outs. 
n- Capt. Tines. Did Admiral Reggio bear away before 
lor, Ie Wind, when he left the Cornwall? 
- He bore away, that his Stern was almoſt towards 
lay . but I believe he hauPd up again, after he was out 
| ihe Reach of our Shot. 
cw. 2 Did not the Cornwall luff up in the Wind at 
a Time, as might make Admiral Reggio ſeem to 
te- Near away more than he did? 
A. I can't ſay whether the was in the Wind or not; 5 


was at my Quarters 1eeing the Guns pointed. 

9. What Damage had the Cornwall received, be- 

es the Loſs of her Main- top-maſk : ? 
G A Fae 
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A. Her Fore-top-maſt was ſhot in two or three K 
Places; the Fore Braces ſhot, all but the Preventer F. 
Brace on one Side, and the proper Brace on the other; 
the Top- ſail Lifts ſhot away; the Bow-lines gone; N he 
all the Stay-ſail Stays ſhot, that we could not hoiſt x 
Stay-ſail in the Ship; the Gib- ſtay ſhot, but the Gib I. 
was made ready for hoiſting afterwards by the ſing: 


Halliards, un 
Was your Fore-top ſail- yard ſhot away in any 
Part, or was it much wounded ? A 


A. No—The Top- ſail Tye and Slings were ſhot 
away; the Yard came down upon the Cap—l don't MI 7. 
remember the Yard was wounded any where. 8 

. Whereabout was the Main- top-maſt ſnot? 

A. A little better than a Third above the Cap. 

9. Was your Main- top- ſail braced up, and full at 
the Time it was ſhot ? | 

A. It was full, 

9. Did. it fall down upon the Cap, or into the Top! 

A. To the beſt of my Knowledge, it fell to the Back 
of the Main-ſai]. 

9. How far did the Spaniſh Admiral run to Lee— 
ward, before he haul'd his Wind again? 

A. I believe he was out of our Shot, before he haul'd 


9. When he did haul his Wind, did he haul cloſe, 
or how ? 

A. He alter*d * Courſe, but whether he came cloſe 
to the Wind, I can't ſay. 

9. Was the Strafford to Windward or to Leeward of 
the Cornwall, when Admiral Reggio haul'd up again! 

A, I can't really ay, 

Q: Did you ſee Admiral Reggio go and attack thr 
Strafford, or did he avoid her? 

A. I can't ſay I ſaw any thing of it. 

Priſoner. Do you remember, that as ſoon as the cor 
Spaniſh Admiral was run, Rear-Admiral Knowles made - 
the Signal to chace to Leeward ? ſtan 

A. I can't ſay Ila it made: But to the beſt of my but 

Knowledge, Ml I ol 
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enter 
her 
One; 
ut a 
Gib 
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any 
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Knowledge, in a very little Time after, I ſaw a blue 
Flag, as I apprehend, in the Mizen Shrouds. 

9. How many Shot were fired into your Hull ; and 
how many Men killed on board the Cornwall ? 

A. I remember but one Man being killed outright ; 
I ſaw him as he was going down: And I remember but 
one Shot in her Hull, which came into the .Steerage 
upon the Upper Deck. 

9, Was the Cornwall ſo diſabled as to be unfit for 
Action ? | 

A. We were fit for Action, if we could have got up 
with the Ships again, or they would have remained by 
us; but we could not go after them, being diſabled in 
our Rigging. | : 

9, If you had purſued the main Body of the Spa- 
mf Squadron, could you not have gone away large 
enough for ſtudding Sails to ſtand ? 

A. I can't really ſay ; becauſe I don't know how 
they bore of us. „ 

9. Was Captain Taylor ſent out of the Cornwall be- 
fore the Main- top-maſt was ſhot away, or afterwards ? 

A. He was out of the Ship twice—I did not ſee 
him go or come the firſt time. 

9, Did he return directly on board, after having 
been to the Van of the Fleet ? : | 

A, I don't know. 


. Was he ſent away a ſecond time, with Orders for 


the Warwick ? | 

A. I heard no Orders given; nor did I ſee him go, 
or hear of his gang,” 2; 

What do you then refer to, by his going a ſe- 
cond time out of the Ship ; where was he then going ? 
A. I imagined on board the Conguiſtador ; it was 
zilt at DU. | ER 

9. Was not the Conguiſtador brought to, before the 
Cornwall came up with her? LE 

A. To the beſt of my Knowledge, her Head was 
ſtanding about W. S. W. directly for the Havama; 
but I don't know what Sail ſhe had But her Top- ſails 
I obſerved were on the Cap. 
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Q: At what o' Clock was your F * 
ſhot down ? 

A. I can't fay ; I did not ſeet it come down. 

C. Holmes. What o Clock was it when you ſaw it down 

A. A little before the Spaniſh Admiral made ſail. 


; . How long afterwards were you coming down to | 
the Conguiſtador ? 


A. I can't ſay We were employed getting the 
Fore- top- ſail- yard up; and we bore away as ſoon as 


the Fore-top-ſail was hoiſted, 


Priſoner. Was there not as much Diſpatch made to 
get the Fore- top- ſail ſet, as poſſibly could be? 

A. Tes. 

9. Did the Con quiſtador fire a Broadfide, or any 
Guns at the 1 upon her coming up? 

A. Not one, that I remember. 

Court. Did the Cornwall fire upon the Conquiſtador? 

A. I remember no Gun that we fired. 

Priſoner, Were not all Hands turn'd up, on board 
the Cornwall, for boarding * ? | 

A. Yes. 

Did not the Conguiſtador, upon the Cornwall 
ranging up along her Quarter, ſtrike her Colours and 
call for Quarters? 

A. She called out for Quarters; but I can't fay 
that I obſerv'd whether ſhe had any Colours up or 
not—ſhe dropt her lower Ports, fore and aft, upon 
calling for Quarters. 

Q: Did not the Rear-Admiral, as ſoon as this was 
done, run a-head, ſheer off from the Conquiſtador, to 
wards another Spaniſh Ship comihg UP, receive her 
Broadſide, and return it? 

A. Yes, ſhe fired ſeveral Guns at us. 

Capt. Innes. Did her Guns reach you; or do you 
think your Guns reached her ? 

A. The firſt Shot I perceived her fire, came juſt : 
croſs our fore Foot, upon our Weather Bow; but 
whether our Shot reach'd her, I can't fay. 

Mr. Knowles ſaid, he thought ſhe was not neat 
enough, and therefore be nen firing to be 2 85 off 
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2; Did that Spaniſb Ship bear away directly, or did 
ſhe keep her Wind, till after the Warwick gave her 
chace ? 
A. She wore 3 directly, upon our giving her 
our Broad ſide, and bore away before the Wind. 


Court. Could you perceive that Ship to be any way 
diſabled? 


ard 
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28 Capt. Tunes. How long were mo ſhifting Priſoners 
that Night ; : 

to A. I can't ſay. 


it was done with her Barge and mine, we had no 
more Boats between us; and it was done as ſoon 
as poſſible. 
Had you any more Boats on board the Cornwall, 
beldes the twelve Oar'd Barge? 

A. Not that I remember. 

9. What Time did you begin to ſtand to the North- 
ward, after hitting the Priſoners ? 

A, I can't ſay what Time it was; but as ſoon as it 
was done, to the beſt of my Judgment, we ſteered 
away North-weſt. 
| 2. Did you fee the F laſhes of Guns, when you 

ſteered away to the North-welt ? 

A. I can't ſay whether we were then bore away; 
but I ſaw Flaſhes, and heard Guns, between 9 and 
10 O'Clock. 

Q Did you, or any one on board, ſet the Flaſhes 
of the Guns you ſaw and heard ? 

A. I did not I can't anſwer for any body elſe. 

. As you lay to, from what Part of your Ship 
did thoſe Flaſhes bear ? 
you, 4. I faw the Flaſhes juſt with the Lee Quarter; 

but can't be certain whether the Ship's Head was 
iſt : {MW then fallen off or come to. 


but Court. Was Captain 7. aylor on board, at the Time | 


you ſaw the blue Flag in the Mizen Shrouds 7 ? 
wear A. don't remember,  _ | 
G3: Court. Was 
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Court. Was the Cornwall's F oretop-ſail hoiſted, 
when the Conquiſtador on out for Quartets 4 * 


A. Yes, 
| Then he wit hdreu. 


Captain Brodie, late Commander of * Strafford, 


ſworn, 


Capt. Innes. What Diftance was the Cornwall from 
the Strafford, when the Action began with the S!raf- 
ord? 
4 A. I believe near half a Mile; there was the Di. 
ſtance occaſioned by the Lenox being ordered a- ſtern of 
the Admiral; before that we were at a very good Di 
ſtance; the Van was in a very good Line. 


9. How long did the Cornwall continue engaged 


with Admiral Reggio? 
A. About an Hour, not five Minutes over or under 


I believe. 

9. Did you order a Minute to be taken of Rear- 
Admiral Xaoꝛvles's hauling out of the Line, and of the 
Time he had been engaged? 

A. Of the Time of his being engaged 1 did; but of 
his hauling out of the Line I could not, becauſe | 
never ſaw him haul out of the Line. 

Priſoner, ' Beſides your own Ship, how many Ships 
were there ever in a Line with the. Cormuall during the 
Time of Action? 

A. The Lenox, is all I can ſay was in ths Line; for 
the Cornzwall, and Lenox being betwixt me and the Ships 
a-ſtern, I could not obſerve them — The T:/bur) 
was on my Larboard Bow, and the Oxford, about 
Point, or little more, before my Beam. 

Capt. Innes. Did you obſerve the CornwalPs Fore- 


fail hauled up, after ſhe had been ſometime engaged ; 


A. No, I did not. © 
9. Did you obſerve her heave up in the Wind, al⸗ 


ter ſne had been engaged? 
A. Not till after the Engagement ceaſed, and the 


ung Admiral was put to ight. 


2 Did 
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9, Did Admiral Reggio bear away before the Wind, 
or did he come and attack the Stafford " 

A. He bore away before the Wind for ten or twelve 
Minutes, I believe with the Wind upon the Quarter, 
about W. and by S. or W. S. W. after which he haul'd 
his Wind, came up, and engaged the Strafford. 

Priſoner. After the Spaniſo Admiral was put to 
fight, did not the Rear-Admiral make the Signal for 


ſted, 


Irew, 


ord, 


from MI chacing to Leeward; and did not you immediately 
traf. ¶ bear away, and endeavour to get into Action with the 
| Spaniſh Admiral, in conſequence of that Signal ? 

Di- A. I did; I ported my Helm immediately, and 
rn of bore away, and came to a cloſe Engagement with Ad- 


miral Reggto.—W hen the Spaniſh Admiral bore away, 
he hoiſted a Signal at the Mizen Peek, which to the 
beſt of my Memory were Biſcayun Colours; and a little 
before he haul'd his Wind, he took it down again. 

9, When Admiral Reggio bore away, did you not 
obſerve the Head of his Maintop-maſt, and Maintop- 
gallant-maſt hang over to Starboard, and his Main- 
maſt ſhake, as if it would fall over his Side ? a 

A. I ſaw his Maintop- gallant- maſt wounded, and 
hang over to Starbuard ; and his Main- maſt quiver, as 
though it would fall over his Side. 

Capt. Innes. Did Admiral Reggio endeavour ta. 
_ the Strafford, or did he come to the Attack of 
the ber? 395 | | 

A. He avoided to come into Action with the Straf- 
for ord, till he was out of Reach of the Cornwall's Guns, 
hips and till his own ſecond a-ſtern had come pretty near to. 
pur; him; his ſecond a-head was drove out of the Line, and 
t 2 fallen a- ſtern of me. | 

9. Did you ſee the Cornwall bring to by the Spaniſh: 

ore - Prize, the Conguiftador, about Sun-ſet ? 
1? Ke, 1.6. WO 
; Was not the Body of the Spaniſh Squadron, at 
a- that Time engaged with the Body of his Majeſty's 
Squadron? | . 
the A. I was myſelf; and the Canterbury came in very 
ſeaſonably to my Aſſiſtance; and I believe the Tilbury 
G 4 and 
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and Oxford were at the ſame time engaged with 92 
nola, a-head of me. | 


Was not the Succeſs of the Action then depend 
ing, and the Spaniſb Ships of ſuperior Force, headed 
by 7 their two Admirals? 

A. I think we had then greatly the Superiority ; 
and had I been well ſeconded a-ſtern, I was in hopes 
to have been in Poſſeſſion of the Spaniſh Admiral; for 
our Center was then ſtronger than theirs. 

9. Do.you think, if there had been a commanding 
Officer to have collected the Ships after Dark, a greater 
Victory might have been obtained? 

A. I think if every Ship had done her Duty, becom- 


ing a Britih Man of War, we might have obtained a 


more compleat Victory; but how far the Preſence of 
a commanding Officer may animate I can't ſay; 1 


wanted no commanding Officer to animate me. 


2. Was the Cornwall to Windward or to Leeward 
of the Squadron, when you ſaw her bring to by the 
Conquiſtador Prize? 

A. She was rather to Leeward then ; becouſe we 
had hauled cloſer to the Wind, ſo as to bring the 


Wind upon the Beam ; and ſhe had bore away, at the 


ſame time, after the Conquiſtador. 
9. What Diſtance was you from the Conguiſtador, 
when the Cornwall brought to by her? 
A. I believe between three and four Miles, it might 
be, to the beſt of my Judgment. 0 
Capt. Holmes. Was the Lenox engaged at Sun-ſet? 
A. Yes, I believe ſne was. 
Court. What was the Shape of the Spaniſb Line, 


Vvhen the Engagement firſt began? 


A. I think pretty ſtrait; rather a Line of Battle a- 
head, than any Half Moon. 

25 What Sail had the Spaniſh Admiral's Ship ſet 
when you engaged her, * ſne left the Cornwall? 

A. When ſhe bore away from the Cornwall, ſhe had 


Topſails, Courſes, Foretop-gallant-ſail, and one Yard- 


arm of the m— gallant-ſail; and when ſhe 15 
er 
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her Wind to engage me, ſhe hauled up her Mainſail, 
and hauled down her ſmall Sails. 

d- 4. How much might ſhe go with the Sail ſhe had 
d abroad, while her Mainſail was ſet ? 

. I believe about three Knots, or three and a half; 
3 there was but little Wind, and the Water ſmooth. 
es Then he withdrew. 


James Garderer, Mate of the Canterbury, frorn. 
'S | Quartered on the Lower Deck. 63 


Capt. Innes. As the Canterbury went up, 4 the 
Cornwall was engaged; did you ſee the Cornwall's 
Foreſail hauled up? 

A. I can't be particular to that, 

9. Did you ſee her Head hove up to Windward, 
and her Stern towards the Enemy ? 

A. Yes, ſhe was lying up cloſe to the Wind, upon 
the Larboard Tacks.— The Wind was rather abaſt the 
Beam — The Spaniſh Admiral was gone a-head, and 
the Sternmoſt of the Enemy was upon the Cornwall's 
Starboard Quarter: | 


7. Ben he wit barem. 


Captain Innes aid. they bad cloſed their Evi- 

dence; but if any new Matter aroſe in the De- 
ht fence, he hoped they ſhould be admitted to call 
Evidence upon it.— * as told by the Preſident, 
That the Court ſhould always be glad to hear any 
thing tending to their Information. 


je, | 

- Mr. Knowles defired, as be was very ill, that the 

a- Court would indulge him till to-morrow Morning. 

t, Court adjourned till 7 o-marrow Morning 9 
& Clock. | 

xd N 2 

d. FF 3 


Ne Tara „ 


2 — 1 5 „1749. 


H E Court met accordin to Adjournment. 

Priſoner brought in, all Parties being admitted; 
Mr. Knowles offered to the Court, a Plan of the Ships 
on the Day of Action; which was objected to being 
admitted by Captain Tones. All Parties were ordered 
to withdraw, and then the Court came to the following 
Reſolution z vis. 

The Court are of the ſame Opinion they were the fir 

Pay of this Trial, That no Plans ſhall be admitred. 


Note, When the Trial began, Captain Innes ac. 
 quainted the Court that he had Plans of the 2 
tion, but he was told, it would be the moſt pr 
per Way to prove the Situation ef the Ships h 
Evidence. 


All Parties re · admitted, and hs Reſolution read. 
Priſoner read. the Introduction to his Defence — 
Then read the firſt Article of his Defence, and called 


Witneſſes to ſupport it, 
Captain Taylor ON rhe Cornwall favor. 


e Court thinking it a ſhorter Method far the Pri- 
ſoner to read his whole Defence, and to examine 
each Witneſs as called in, upon the whole, 
and not to examine him only to the it Artich, 
and then call bim in again to earh other Article; 
the Witneſs was told to withdraw; and tht 
Priſoner read the whole of his Defence. 


Towards the End of the Defence, the Copy of 4 
Letter of the 1th of October from Captain Pow- 
lett 70 Pond get wm Knowles, was read by 


Mr. Knowles Captain Powlett ſaid it aas - 
| | rea 
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read fairly, the Word Thing being read inſtead 
of Untruth. The Original was produced, and 
contained as follows. W 


Tilbury at Sea, the jth of October, 1748. 
91 R. | | 


deſiring a Court-Martial on my Behaviour in the 
late Action, was founded on a Meſſage I received from 
you by my Lieutenant, where I had Reaſon to ima- 
gine my Reſolution was called in Queſtion, which I 
underſtand ſince was his Miſtake, and that you have 


been kind enough to ſay that you thought I never want 


ed Reſolution, but that it was a Breach of Orders; if 
you will give me leave to wait on you in Perſon when 
Opportunity offers, I will, if poſſible, clear it up in 
the beſt Manner I can, though I muſt own we made a 
Miſtake in ſome Signal, and I now have it in the Mi- 
nutes that were taken during the Action. 

There is a Midſhipman whoſe Name is Yelham, be- 
longing to the Oxford on hoard the Conquiſtador, who 
has abuſed me in a moſt egregious Manner, by telling 
the Coxſwain of one of the Tilbury's Boats, that I was 
under an Arreſt for Cowardice, I beg you will do me 
= — to take notice of it to him, in order to ſtop 

e 
As to puniſhing of him, I ſubmit that entirely to you. 

Give me leave to affure you, ſince I have had the 
Honour to ſerve under your Command, nobody has 
taken more Pains and more Pleaſure in obeying your 


$2.0 


Orders, than him who is with great Truth and Sin- 


cerity, | 
SIR. 255 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


CaarLes KxowL Es, Eſq; 1 | 
„„ C. PowLeTT. 


Captain 


H E Reaſon of my Letter of the 2d Inſtant, 


ouths of People, who dare aſſert ſuch an Untrutb. 
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Captain Holmes deſired the Cornwall's General Muſter. 
Book might be ſent for, in order to ſhew the Number 
of Men killed on board the Cornwall. 

A Letter was wrote by the Judge Advocate to the 


Navy Board, accordingly. 
Then be withdrew, 


Captain Tay lor called in again. 


Priſoner, Do you remember on the 1ſt of Oele, 
when I came upon Deck, upon the Enemy's being 


ſeen, I ordered all Hands to be turned out, the Main- 


fail to be hauled up, the Maintop-ſail to be backed, 
till I had looked round me, and diſcovered the Situs 
tion of my own Squadron, and the Enemy, plainly? 

A. Yes, very well. 

E In what Situation was he Enemy s Squadron at 
that Time? 

A. Five Sail upon our Weather Bow, bearing be- 
tween the South Eaſt and South Eaſt by South, about 
three Leagues; and ſome ſmall Time after, we ſaw 
three Sail more, about a Point upon the Lee Boy, 
our Ship keeping S. S. E. or thereabouts. 


Capt. Innes. Suppoſe we had kept Randing, on, 


could we have prevented their Junction? 

A. I don't think we could. 

Pri ſoner. By forming the Line of Battle on the con- 
trary Tack, and making that ſmall Trip I did, don't 
you think I gained a great Advantage over the Enemy? 

A. It is my Opinion, we ſhould not have gained the 


Wind, had we not. 


Capt. Tunes, Had the Enemy any F ireſhips? ? 
Admitted they had none, by the Rear- Admiral. 

Priſoner. How long might we ſtand upon that Tack, 
and what Diſtance ?. . 

A. About three Miles. 

Q: When the Squadron did tack, was not the Line 
of Battle well form'd ; and did not every Ship tack in 
good Order? 

A. Yes, it was; and a Line as well formed as poſ- 


C 
and 
A 


fibly could be. 9. At 


ſter. 


nber 


the 
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Capt. Innes. At what Time did the Tilbury tack, 
and at what Time the Canterbury? 5 5 

A. I can't inform the Court; but that they tackt 
ery regularly one after another, as they got in each 
others Wake, 

9. What was the Diſtance between the Tilbury and 
Canterbury, after the Squadron had tackt? , | 
A. About four or five Cables Lengths, I judge. 

Priſoner, When the Spaniſh Admiral began to form 
his Line, did not you ſee him make ſome Signal, and 
fire Guns? 

&# Yes, I did. | Eo . 

9, Upon that, did not you ſee one of the ſternmoſt 
Ships (that were coming up to join him) tack, and the 
other wear; and the Snow make the beſt of her Way 
off? „ | 

A. Yes, I did. 

9. Did we not hoiſt our Boats out, and what became 
of them ? | | 1 

A. The Boats were all hoiſted out, to be ſent on 
board a Sloop, the Admiral's Tender ; two were or- 
dered to be kept on board, but by ſome Accident one 
of them broke looſe, ſo that we had. but the twelve 


oar'd Barge remaining on board, 


Capt. Inzes. At what Time did that Boat break 
looſe ? 

A. I can't ſay, at what Time; but that ſhe' was 
broke looſe, I was informed. T2 

Priſoner. Was it not preſently after it was hoiſted out? 

A. So was told. E | 

9. Did I not, ſo foon as I came upon Deck in the 
Morning, call for my Secretary's Clerk (my Secretary 
being left at Jamaica) and order him to write the Tran- 
ſactions down, as I ſhould order him; and did I not 


lay my Watch down by him; and all this publickly? 


? A. Yes, I remember it, as well as if it was yeſter- 

ay. | | | 
9. About half paſt Eight, did I not make the Sig- 
nal to cloſe the Line; I thinking the ſternmoſt Ships 
at too great a Diſtance from me ? : 
| 4. 
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A. Yes. . e 5 . 
2. When they had near'd me, which was about 
half an Hour paſt nine, did I not throw out the 
Signal to lead large, in order to get up quicke: 
with the Enemy, and did I not make ſail myſelf? 

A. Yes, and the Signal was obeyed immediately, 
and you made fail, 


Mr. Knowles, —In order to let them near me, I 
baul'd up my Mainſail, and lower'd my Top. 
gallant Sails; and ſome of the Ships aſtern, | 
am ſure ſet their Sprit Sails; but what other 
Sail, as they were neareſt aſtern of me, I can 
fay. —— I continued with that Saill till thy 
neared me. 


Capi. Taylor was aſked, if it was not ſo ? 

Capt. Taylor, —1 know when the Admiral mad: 
the Signal for the Rear to come up, he hauled uy 
his Mainſail, and lowered the Topgallant Sails, 
till the Ships in the Rear cloſed the Line. 
Capt. Innes. If the Line of Battle extended only 
five Cable's Length, immediately after tacking; hoy 
came 1t ſo much extended at half an Hour paſt eight! 

A. I ſuppoſe, by the Ships in the Rear not going 
ſo well. 3 {1 | 

9, What Ship, or Ships, do you mean? 

A. It muſt be the Canterbury and Warwick, I ſup- 
pole, as they were the Ships in the Rear. 

Priſoner. Did not ſome of the Enemy about ten 
o' Clock, ſet their Mainſails and Topgallant Sails, and 
haul cloſe up? | 

A. They all looſed their Mainſails, and ſome of 
them ſet them; and ſome hauled their Maintacks, 
and looſed their Topgallant Sails. 0 

2, Did I not then ſay to you, that I thought that 
Motion was to endeavour to gain the Wind of me, 
and directly ordered the Signal for leading large to 
be taken in, and repeated the Signal for a Line upon 
a Wind, and haul up ? 41 
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A. 1 anſwered yes, it was my Opinion, and the 
Admiral hauled up immediately. 

Captain Innes. How many of theſe Ships ſet their 
x Mainfails, and how many their Topgallant Sails? 
If A. I cannot ſay; but ſome of them did, 
| 5 How long did they continue that ſail? 

To the beſt of my Knowledge, about half an 

Hour. 3 

ne, Priſoner. Soon after the Enemy had ſhortened fail, 
did they not alter the Diſpoſition of their Line, by 


turning the Frigate to Leeward of him? 

A, There was a Ship, that was ahead of the Vice- 
Admiral, fell aſtern of him into the Line; the Fri- 
gate went out of the Line. | 

9, Upon this Motion of the Enemy, did I not 
directly ſend my Boat on board the Lenox, with Or- 
ders for her to exchange Places with me; and make 


1 up MW the Oxford's Signal to go out of the Line, and lay as 
Sails, Na Corps de Reſerve ? | PE 


A. I remember the Boat being ſent, and the ex- 
changing Places very well, between the Cornwall 
and Lenox; and the Signal being made, for the Ox» 
ford to go out of the Line. | 

Court, What Time of Day was this? 

A. I really can't ſay.— 1 

Admitted to be about half an Hour paſt Eleven, 


ſup- by the Priſoner. © | : 

Priſoner, By my making theſe Alterations, did not 

ten my Line become equal to the Enemy's, and I oppoſite 
and to the commanding Admiral? . 


| | Aamitied. 
Captain Innes. By the Encreaſe of Diſtance occa- 
ſioned by our forming our Line to the Northward, 
and the Enemy their's to the Southward; do you 
think that we could have come up with them, if they 
had not waited for us? : 


I don't know whether we could or no. 


2 


putting another Ship aſtern of the Vice-Admiral, and 


A. As I don't know how well the Spaniards failed, 
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9, Could not Rear-Admiral Nuotolcs, from half x 


Hour paſt eight in the Morning, till the Beginning of 


the Action, have cloſed the Line aſtern of him, by 
making the Canterbury's Signal, to * Places 
with the Varuick?⸗ | 
Admitted by the Priſoner, who added; 
The Royal Family being the Rearmoſt Ship of the 
Enemy, and a Commodore, and the Warwick, 
having only nine Pounders, and the Canter- 
bury twelve Pounders on ber upper Deck; | 
thought her a properer Ship to attack a Com: 
manding Officers Ship, then the Warwick waz, 
and the ſame Reaſon I bad for the Tilbury 
leading the Van, ſhe having twelve Pounders. 


Priſoner, About Noon was there not a Squall of 


Wind and Rain, that obliged the — to take in 
the Topgallant Sails? 


A. Yes, there was. 

2. Soon afterwards, did it not fall Calm 1 

A. Calm, or next a-kin to it. 

And did we not then looſe our Topgali 
Sails again. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was not the Enemy at this Time in a cloſe Line 
of Battle, upon the Lee Bow ? 

A. Yes, in a cloſe Line: 

' 9, Do you remember how they might bear then, 


at Noon? 


A. I remember I fat hw myſelf, and ordered 
them to be put down in the Minutes; but have now 
forgotten upon what Points they bore. 

He produced Minutes, which he ſaid were à true 
Copy of the Minutes taken in the Time of Action; ; 
read from them, thus. 

be Van of their Line bore. South one half Eaſt; the 

Center, South one fourth 15 85 J and the Rear 
South and by Weſt. | | 

I don't recollett their Diſtance. _ 

I Dan't 


ant 


me 


ſhould nor ſee the Pendant? 
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Don't you remember my ſending away a Boat 

about two © Clock, with a Midſhipman 1 in her to the 
Oxford ? oi 
A. 1 be it very well, T3 
2. Do you remember the Orders ſent? ? - wt 12 
A, N. . 


9. When the Van 1 my Line was advanced about | 


the Center of the Enemy's, did not the Spaniſh Vice- 
Admiral, make a Signal at the Maintopmaſt Head, 
and fire at the Strafford and Tilbury ? 

A. Yes, he did; and the Tilbury returned it. M 

9, Was any Signal for Battle out on board the 
Cornwall, at that Time? 

A. No, not to my Knowledge. 

9. Had not I often told you, as I was  ſtandin on 
that I would not bear down to the Enemy, till my 
Van was pretty near their's, and then I would make 
the Signal to bear down? 

A. Yes, I know it very well; I heard the Admi- 
ral repeat it. 

. When I found the Action thus brought on wich 

t Signal or Orders, did I not inſtantly make the 
Signal to bear down? 
A. Immediately. 
32 Did the Miidary Fat the Signal 


Re Dia I not hre 4 Shot at her, to make her 
obey 1t . 

"i Yeu! Thee wann {Jun fired at her, by the 
Admiral's Direction; which I fired myſelf, and 
fired, to fire at her Quarter. 

9, Seeing ſhe did not obey the Signal; did I not 
ſay to you, what Signal can I now make, to bring 
her down, without bringing on the Engagement? 

A. I remember it very well. 

L. When you propoſed my making the Signal for 
her coming to a cloſe Engagement, did I not object 
to it for ſome little Time, for fear of bringing on 
the Engagement with the reſt of the Ships, leſt they 


A. It 


ſon why it was not made directly I remember he 


Lund aſtern of me, obey the Signal for nn large 


and you would not do i It, till you got _ Side the 


turn? 


Gun. ES 


order a Stop to be put to it; and was it not done? 
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A. It . little Time before the Sianal Wa 
dud can't recollect my propoſing it, or the Rez. 


was afraid of bringing on an Action, all the other 
Ships came up. 

©, Was not the T7 bury 8 Signal for coming to 1 
loſer —— made ſoon after the ga) for 


— large? - 
A. In a very ſmall Time after? l p 
9. Did Captain Powlett e 1 


A No, he did not. 
Did I not fre ſome more Sachin, to make 

ki Ry it ? 4 
A. Two more, to my Kabi 
2 Did not the Sirafford ah 


© 
AD = 


ai 


AD > 


and bear down with me to — _— 


2 
=> 


A. Yes, they did both. A 
2: Did not the Straftord 1 receive the Vice-Admi 9 
0% and his Second's to ire, 2s ſhe bore down ? ow 

A. Yes, ſhe did. 1 

2: Did not I keep my Mainſail ſet, and every Sai 9 
1 could, till I got in my Station aſtern of her? 1 

A. Yes, you did; and 1 perſwaded you to hai 2 
your Mainſail up, ſor fear of its being fer on Fir. en 


"Spaniſh Admiral. 
2, As I paſſed up to "the Spaniſh . di 
not their three ſternmoſt Ships begin to fire upon me, 
and ſome of them give me two, and ſome three Broad 
_fides, before I got up with the Spaniſh Admiral? 
A. Yes, they did; two or three Broadſides eaci 


ip. 4 — 


2. Did K. forbid ; a Gurs being fired in 1. 


A. It was your poſuive Orders, not to fires 


When ſome few Guns were accidentally fired 1 
"the Ship a-ſtern of the Admiral, did I not immediate 


A. Tit 


| Was A, The Admiral did order a Stop to be put to it; 
_ nd it was comply” d with. 
e 


he Enemy ? 
A. The Tilbury. 


hink your Shot reached her; or as ſhe was in N 
hat ſhe could perceive it ? 

A. When tne firſt Shot was fired, it was before we 
ame to Action; the firſt Shot I fired, I ſaw fall the 


her ſhe was then in Action. 

What was the Signal made for Wien large! ? 
A.A Wane he. with a red Croſs, at the Mizen 
N 
9. Did you hoiſt 2 Dutch F og at the e Fore-top- 
naſt Head ? ; 

A. Yes, we did. 


lag at the Fore-top-maſt Head? 
A. I do not know. 


y 5d 9. Or a blue and white Flag? 
had A, I do not know either. 
fi Prionr About a Quarter before 4, when we beym 


0 engage the Vice-Acmiral, did J not haul up my 
ain-fail,, lower my Top- -gallant-ſails, and engage 
im as ſmartly as I could ? 
A. Yes, you did, within half Muſket-ſhot, 
9, Aﬀter we had been a little Time in Action, did 
not take you and Captain Trelawney into the Stern 
allery, and 'ſhew you the Warwick and Canterbury 
long way a-ftern ; The J/arwick lying with her Main- 
ail up, Top-gallant-ſails lowered, and Main-top-ſail 
back; and the Canterbury with her Mizen-top-fail 
vack, Main-fail up, and Top-gallant- ſails lowered ? 
4. The Admiral ſent for us up, and when I came, 
ook me by my Coat, and told me to come and-look 
t my Friend Innes, and to take his Glaſs and inform 
im what Sail Captain Innes had got out; I took the 
* * inform'd the Admiral, after having, looked 
-" BY 2 at 


9. When you fired the Shot at the Tilbury, do you 


ength of her, wide of her Quarter can't tell whe- 
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r Innes, Did the Tilbury or Strafford fire firſt at | 


9, Did you, about that Time, hoiſt a red and white | 
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at him, that his Main-ſail was up, Top-gallant.-fal 
lowered, and Main- top- ſail aback; the Yard was ſquar 
all the Weather Part of it, and the Top- ſail aback; th 
Admiral ſaid, now what do you think of your Friend 
Taylor, whom you have always eſpouſed to me; 
ſaid, for Anſwer, it was a great Fault, but I hoped þ 
would ſoon recover it, —Captain Trelawney and NM; 
Galbraith were ſtanding by at the ſame Time.—4| 
that I know of the Canterbury is, that ſhe was cloſe t 
the Warwick, but I did not obſerve what Sails ſhe hx 
Qi. Did I not inſtantly order both their Signals 
be thrown out ? | 
A. Yes; and I ſaw them made as ſoon as could h 
9, Was not the Lenox at this Time coming up in 
her Station a-ſtern of me, and firing at the Enemy? 
A. Yes, ſhe was; and fired on the Enemy. 
2: Did I not expreſs my Satisfaction publickly up 
the Quarter Deck, at ſeeing her fire ſo well? 
A. You ſaid it gave you great Pleaſure to ſee Ca 
tain Holmes come on fo ſmartly ; or to that Purpoſe. 
9, In about halt an Hour after ſaying theſe Word 
was not the Lenox thot up upon my Weather Qu: 
ter, almoſt along-ſide of me, fo that ſhe could ſcar 
fire any Guns, except the Aftermoſt, and thoſe n 
without Danger of firing into me ? 
A. Admiral Knowles ſent for me up from the lon 
Gun-deck, where I happened to be at that Time 
When I came up, I ſaw the Lenox upon our Weatit 
Quarter; I believe ſhe might bring four or ſix Gu 
to bear upon the Enemy: The Admiral order'd ml 
to hail her, which I did again and again; the Admi 
directed me to tell him, to lay all aback, and fall in 
his Station, and I told him to be careful how ti 
fired their Guns, left they ſhould hurt us; I hollon: 
ſo long, that I was near convulſed. f a 
2 i. Did you ſee the Lenox obey theſe Orders, beſo 
I had beat the Vice-Admiral away out of the Line? if 
A. She attempted to go a-ſtern ; her Foreſail 
up, the Topſail- yard ſquare; to the beſt of my Kno 
ledge, her Main- yard braced up. 1 9. W 


05 Was this before or after you hail'd him? 
After. 


oper Station, ever engaged with any Ship? 
A. I did not; but betore the Ships run, I went 


own again. 


Ion ſay, with her Maintopfail aback, did you not, 
ſt afterwards, ſend a Boat away with Orders to the 
rd? 
4. It's likely there might be a Boat; but not to 
Knowledge. 
At the Time when you found the kan ſhot 
p upon the Cornwall's Weather Quarter, in what 
olition were the Sails of the Cornwall? 
A. The Foreſail was ſer, with the Main-topſail, and 
lizen-topſail, and the Sails trimmed, and the E ore- 
pſail down upon the Cap. 
* Was the Foretopfail aback, or full ? 
A. I can't ſay. 

415 Knowles. believe it was aback, 
9. Was the Mizen-topſail aback ? 
A. Not that I know. | 

Mr. Knowles, —[t was once aback, for which 1 

ſhall give my Reaſons. 

Did you obſerve the * of che 
ox ſhot away? _ 
A. I did not obſerve. | 
Priſoner. After we came out of the ſtern Gallery to- 
ether, did I not take you towards the Weather Gang- 
ay, and point to the Oxford, and obſerve to you her 
ting at the Spaniſb Rear-Admiral, when ſhe was al- 
ot at as great a Diſtance from the Tilbury, as the 
bury was from the Rear-Admiral ? | 
A. Yes, I remember it perfe&ly well ; and ſaw the 
/aford's ſhot fall between the Strafford and Spaniſh 
\car-Admiral. 
9. And did you not, at the ſame Time, hear me 
mark it to captain Trelawney, and ſeveral other Oth- 


x an the Quarter Deck? 
i 2 A. Yes, 
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+ Did you ſee him afterwards a-ſtern of us; in his 
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A, Yes, Captain Trelawney was ſtanding by ; by 
who elſe I cannot recollect. 
©. Preſently after this; did not three of the Enemy . 
ſternmoſt Ships ſhoot up as near as they could, to con; 
tr Admiral, edge away, and keep cannonading a 
me: 
A. Tes, they did; and kept firing two or the P. 
Guns in a Minute at our Rigging thoſe Ships on o did 
Quarter, fired v-ry leiſurely. 
9. Did you not hear, upon this, the Men call out 
i bat, is there no body to ſecond the Admiral? 


A. Yes, I did ; and the Admiral got upon the Ar A. 
Cheſt, and ſaid, My Boys, behave bravely, if they wor fl hier ( 
come and affiſt us, we'll do it ourſelves ; and ſent nil 2 

down below, to cheer the People there. very 

Q; After ſome of the Lower-deck Guns being g A. 
out of the Gun-room-ſtern Ports, to play upon iſ cloſe 
Enemy, did you not come upon Deck again? 2 

A. Yes; the Admiral's Orders were comply'd witz firik 
and I came upon Deck. A. 


Soon after your coming upon Deck again, d 
I not take you a ſecond time into the Stern Gallery 
ſhew you the Warwick, and remark her being a gi: 
Diftance a-ſtern, and firing at the Enemy, and in 
Fault, that ſcarce any of her Shot reach' d? 

A. The Admiral took me into the Gallery, anc 
ſhewed me the Warwick, and bid me obſerve, that . P. 
was firing her Shot in vain, and bid me look how he havi 
Shot fell ſhort; and I did look, and ſaw feveral fa her, 
mort. A. 

Capt. Innes. What Diſtreſs was the Cornwall i 2 
when you got the Guns out of the Stern Ports, ta by o 


made the CornwalPs Stern to the Enemy ? _ A. 

A. I know no other at that Time, than her Fore 2 
topſail- yard being ſnot down. Vice 

Priſoner. Whether the two Guns got out of ti roun 
Stern Ports, were not got there, to fire at the Enemy ml A. 
ſternmoſt Ships, that were coming up to ſupport theiſ all tt 
Admiral, and were cannonading rhe Os _ 1 ou 3 


& 


A. We got the after Gun of the Larboard Side, to 
the Starboard after Port, to fire at thoſe Ships on our 
Lee Quarter, that were firing ſhot after ſhot at the 
Cornwall? 

Court. Where was the Lenox at this Time? 

A. Upoa the Weather Quarter. 


did you not hear me order a Party of Soldiers to go 
from the Poop and r-deck, upon the Forecaſtle, 
to fire upon the Men who were endeavouring to ex- 
tinguiſh the Flames ? 

A. Yes, 1 did; and farther, to fire Grape Shot upon 
her Quarter. 
2. Was not the Siruferd at che ſame Time firing 
very warmly at her? 
- Yes; ſhe was firing very ſmartly, and very 
clofſe. 
9. Did not the Conguiftador veey ſoon afterwards 
ſtrike ? 
1 Yes, I ſaw her ſtrike; and our People gave three 
C . 
Capt. Innes. To whom did the Conquiſtador ſtrike, 
at that Time? 


ſtruck to the Strafford, 

Capt. Taylor.] believe it was to the Strafford. 
Priſoner. Did I not lament Captain Brodie's not 
having a Boat out at that Time, to take Poſſeſſion of 
her, and my own not being on board ? 

A. I remember thoſe Expreſſions. 


i by our Watch, from a Quarter before 4, till 5 Clock? 
A. By our own Watch, an Hour and a Quarter. 
2 At that Time (5 O'Clock) did we not beat the 

Vice-Admiral out of the Line, make him bear away 
round, and croud Sail? | 
A. Yes, he bore up four or five Points; and onde 

all the Sail he could ſet. _ 

| Peek And did he not hoiſt : a Diſco Flag « at his Mizen 


H 4 A Yes, 
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Priſoner. So ſoon as the Conquiſtador was ſet on fire, 


Mr. Knowles. — I don't ſay to me, 1 believe 2 


Did we not continue in Action in the Cormmall | 
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A, Yes, he had a Biſcay Flag at his Mizen Peek, 

For the laſt Quarter of an Hour that we were in 
Action with the Vice-Admiral, had he not greatly 
ſlackned in his Fire? | 

A. He fired only now and then two or three Guns, 

. Were we within Muſket-ſhot of him, or how 
near, when he bore away ? 

A. At the leaſt, within half Muſket-ſhot—at the leaſt, 

2, When the Vice-Admiral run, did not the reſt 
of the Squadron ſeem to be in great Confuſion, but 
eſpecially in the Rear? And were they not ſo cloſe, they 
were almoſt on board of each other? 

A. They were all in ſo much Confuſion, that l 
thought they would be on board one of another— 
Their Confuſion was ſo great, that I can't ſay whether 
the Van or Rear was moſt ſo, _ 

Did I not continue to fire at the Spaniſh Vice: 
Admiral, while he was running, fo long as ] Judged 
my Shot would do Execution! 

A. Yes; and with ſo much Execution, that his 
Stern, in many Places, was tore all to Pieces. 

2. Was not my Maintop- maſt ſhot away before 
ran? 

A. Yes it was. ä 

2. After the Maintop-maft was ſhot away, and the 
Enemy flying, did I not immediately haul down the 
Signal for the Line, and make the general Signal for 
chacing to Leeward? | 

A. Yes, you did, immediately after. 

9. And did I not order the Spritſail, and Spritſail- 
topſail immediately to be looſed, and Gib to be hoiſted? 

A. Tes; when I came upon Deck, I ſaw the Sprit- 
ſail, and Spritſail topſail loofing, and aſked if the Gib 


was hoiſted, and was anſwered by ſome of the Petty 


Officers upon Deck, that the Gib Flalliards, and Stay 
were ſhot awa 

2. And was not the Foretopſail- yar alſo ordered to 
be got up immediately? 

A. Agrerable to the Admiral's Orders, I ſent for 


the Boatſwain, and gave him Directions to go ip * 
EZ 3 Jon, 
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ſan, and take ſome of the beſt Men we had in the 

n Ship, and laſh any large Block to the Maſt-head, to 
reve a Hawſer, for getting the Yard up. 
Before I had quite done firing at the Spaniſh Ad- 

5. miral, did not the Lenox paſs to Leeward of me, ſpring 
w ber Luff, and haul out upon my Weather Bow again? 

A4. Yes, ſhe did; for we ſtopt for ſome little Time 
i fring, till ſhe had paſſed and got out upon our Wea- 
ſt ther Bow. . FW 
it 9. Did not the Conguiſtador hoiſt her Colours again, 
end renew her Fire, upon the Speniſp Vice-Admiral's 
firing ſome Shot at her ? 5 . 
A. I ſaw her hoiſt her Colours; but cannot fay that: 
| ſaw the Vice-Admiral fire three Shot at ner. 

9, Did ſhe not bear away after the Vice-Admiral, 
en what ſeeming Condition were her Sails and 
Yards ? og _ 

A. She bore away, and ſeemed to be in a very ſhat- 
tered Condition, with her Topſails upon the Cap. 
2: Did not the Straſford bear directly away, after 
the Signal was made to chace to Leeward, and purſue 
je ne Vice-Admiral? 785 „ 
„ 


9, Did you ſee the Canterbury in Action with one 
c of the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships? 
ie A. Yes ; I ſaw the Canterbury in ſmart Action with 
Ir sn of the ſternmoſt Ships. nes 3 
9. When the Canterbury had crouded by that ſtern · 
moſt Ship, and was near a- breaſt of me, did not I order 
[- 4 1 and ſome ſignal Pendants, to be put into my 
? Whboat? me „ 1 8 
A. Tes, you did. 3 oP 
9. While theſe Things were calling for, did you 
not take me into the Lee Gang-way, and ſhew me the 
Strafford upon the Lee Bow, engaged with the Vice- 
Admiral, and two more Ships not far off of her ? : 


0 A. Yes, I did. | | 
the Flag and Pendants, 


2, Upon my calling for 
r {Wd you not aſk me what I was going to do? : 
& 1,1, * 7 - Fo nn 


* 


* 


1 
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2. Did I not reply, To ſhift my Flag on board 


the Canterbury 0) 
| A. You did, Sir; and I ſaid, for God's Sake don't wa 
Fop ber, for the Strafford will be beat all to Pitces— ne! 


the was in full ſail, the Straffor 4 ſmartly engaged, and aſh 
no other Ship near. —The Canterbury might then go He 
To four Knots, I Judge. - tha 

9. Upon. obſerving the other Ships ahead. not hac 
clofel Ty engaged, did not I order you directly to go on all 

them, and tell them to purſue the Enemy with Wal 
all the Sail they could ſet, and not to fire at ſuch a tole 
Diſtance, or I would ſend other Officers on board their let 
Ships? To) 

A. Yes, you did. 5 for 

2. When you were returning 8 the vn, did I af 
you not obſerve me —ê down to the Enemy's dif- ſpat 
abled Ship? _ - tog 

A. Yes, I did; when I was return'd to Captain Tall betc 

9. When you had got near the Warwick, did you hav 
not ſee her firing at that Ship? 

A. I can't recollect the Warwick, but I ſaw the Corn- 
wall firing at the Conquiſtador ; and I ſaw the Conqui- 
Blader ſtrike her Colours, when the Admiral was very. 
near her; and I was then very near Captain Innes. 
| Did you not at the ſame Time, ſee one of the 
Enemy's Ships Fong away, and ſteering toward 
the Conguiſtador 2 _ 

J. Yes, I did. | 
2 Did you ſee the Cormwall fire at that Ship ? 
Tes, I did; and that Ship firing at the Cornwall, 
9. Did not that Ship alter her Courſe, upon the 
1 firing at her? 
ö I can't ſay particularly upon her firing ; but ſhe 
altered her Courſe about that Time, and therefore it 1s 
reaſonable to think it was upon that. 
9. Did you not go under the Warwick's Stern, or 
near to her, and direct the Captain to purſue that Ship? 
A. Yes, I did. 
Ivo What _ did you deliver? 


Al 
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A. I told Captain Innes, that it was the Admiral's 
Orders for him to make all the Sail he could; that he 
was much ſurprized at his lying in that inactive Man- 
ner; and to make all the Sail he could after that Spa- 
1% Ship, which had haul'd out of the Rear of thoſe 
Spaniſh Ships that were flying. — When I had delivered 


that Meſſage, I put from him; and obſerving, after I 


had rowed about Muſket-ſhot, that he had not made 
all the Sail he could fer, I returned, and with ſome 
warmth aſked for Captain Innes, who call'd tome; I 
told him I was greatly ſurprized to ſee that he had nor 
ſet his Foreſail ſo ſoon as I expected; and that his 
Topgallantſails were ſtill upon the Cap. He told me 
for Anſwer, that one of his Topgallant Tyes was ſhot : 
I aſked him, if he had no ſtudding Sail Tack, or any 
ſpare Rope of the Size, to ſerve as a Tye and Halliards 
together. I farther told him, I was ſorry to tell him 
before the Face of his Ship's Company, that he would 
have another Captain ſent in his Room, if he did not 
comply with the Admiral's Orders, and go and attack 
that Ship as cloſe as poſſible; or Words to that Effect 
I farther told him to take Care that the Enemy's Ships 
did not double upon him; but theſe Words I did not 
receive from the Admiral, tho? I did not tell Captain | 
Innes ſo. 

Capt. Innes. Had the Conguiſtador ſtruck the laſt 
Time, when you put off from the Cornwall, to go to 
the Van of the Fleet with Orders, or how long after? 

A. In going to the Van, I firſt called upon the Lenox, 
then the Tilbury, then the G and from her went 
to the Waruick. 

2. Did you perceive a Ship Randing up to Wind- 
ward to = Afliſtance of the Conguiſtador, before you 
put off from the Admiral, to go to — Van? 

A. No, I can't ſay I did. | 

9. Was it then probable the Admiral ſhould give” 
you ſuch Orders, before you return'd to the Admiral 
again? 

A. My Orders from the Admiral were cmeral, to 
go on board ſuch Ships as were not cloſely. auch 


bd a. cater 1 —A2y[—. - 


tive, it was my Duty to go to her. 
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wich the Enemy, and direct them to get into cloſe 
Action; and as I thought I ſaw the Warwick lie inac- 
| S Did not the Warwick bring to, and wait for you? 
A. Not as I know of ; for I never ſaw you in any 


other Poſition, than with your Courſes up, and Top- 


gallant Sails upon the Cap, the Yards ſquare. 
9. Could the Enemy be ſaid to be broke, when you 
was apprehenſive of their doubling upon the Warwick ? 
A. At this Time, when I paſſed them, the Spaniſh 


Ships were in great Confuſion, and ſeemed to be cloſe 


to one another, except the Galga, which had got about 
two or three Leagues upon their Lee Bow; their Star- 
board Bow. 3s nga 6 FORE 

2: Whether it would not have been more for the 
Service, for the Warwick to have gone down where 


the Action was depending, between the Bodies of the 


two Squadrons, than to go after that fingle Ship ? 


A. No, I can't think ſo; becauſe he was near the 


Ship that had been detach'd; and the other Ships, 
ſome of them that were engaging, were at leaſt three 
or four Miles from Captain Innes. Oe 


Priſoner, When you returned on board the Cormwall 


in the Evening, did you not find a rough Stick getting 
ready, the ſpare Topmaſt being ſhot ; and that the 
Rigging and every thing wanting, was fitted with all 
the Expedition poſſible, in order to get the Ship ready 
for Service again ? | | 
A. Both Maſt, Rigging, and every other Neceſſary, 
were got ready as ſoon as poſſible. 
Q Did we not, about Midnight, ſee two Ships bear- 
ing down upon us; and did we not immediately turn 


the Men from work to Quarters, in Expectation of their 


being Enemies; and hail the Conguiſtador to get ready 
for Action? | k | 
+8. Tee oo + 3 | 
9. Did I not make the proper meeting Signal Lights, 
* Lights in Time of Action alſo ? 
A. Yes. . 


E Did any of thoſe Ships anſwer them ? 


A Not 


8s > (09. WY WD to 
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A. Not to my Sight. 

9. Did they not bring to to Windward of me, 
about three or four Miles, and lye there till the next 
Morning ? 

A. I ſaw them, but cannot aſſert that they lay to. 

9, Finding them not to come near us, did I not 
immediately order the Men from their Quarters to work 
again, and they continued working all Night ? 


Yes. 


2 At Day- light in the Morning, or the next Day, 


did we ſee any of the Enemy's * 

A. No. 

Court. Had the Rear-Admiral his proper Lights 
abroad, during the whole Night ? 

A. To the beſt of my Knowledge, he had. 


Capt. Toll. What did the two Ships prove to be, 


which you ſaw bearing down upon you about Mid- 
night ? 

A. I can't be certain; but 1 think the Oxford and 
Tilbury, 

Priſoner. Did you either before, or during the wile 
Time of the Action, by my Countenance, Words, or 


Actions, obſerve any Marks of Fear, Confuſion, or any 


thing unbecoming an Officer in the Day of Battle? 

A. No; ſo far to the contrary, that I thought he be- 
haved with the greateſt Intrepidity, Calmneſs, and 
Diligence, and delivered all his Orders very diſtinctly: 
And that in the Morning, when we ſaw the Spanif 


Squadron, the Admiral ſprung up and kiſſed me, and 


laid, dear Taylor, this will be a glorious Day to me; 


well try if — Sail of Engliſh Men of War, can't 
beat ſeven Spaniſh, 


Q: Do you know that there was any thing left by 


me undone, that ought to have been done, either for 


chaſing the Enemy, attacking, and engaging them, or 
purſuing them afterwards; if you do, I deſire you 
will declare it to the Court? 

A. I don't know that he took any Step but what 


was becoming an Officer, and did every thing that a 
Court. Did 


good Officer mow to do, 
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Court. Did the Cornwall ne dere 11 1 other 
your chan the e nee 7 * 

ere 

2, What Ship? 

A. The Cornwall fired into the Ship a. ftern of the 
Spaniſh Admiral, and into the Con nquiſtador ; and from 
her Starboard ſtern Port, W to fire a Gun, as we 
could bring it to bear, upon the Rear of the Spaniſ 


Squadron. 
2. How many of the Spaniſh Ships, beſides the 
Spaniſh Admiral and the Congquiftador, appeared to you 


to have ſuffered in that Day s Action; and in what 
Manner did they appear to you to have ſuffered ?- 

A. 1 know nothing mera than Shot-holes in the 
Sails EE 

2. Did the Conpuiftader hoiſt her Colours, the ſe 
cond Time they were up, in the ſame Place they were 

the firſt Time they were up? 
A. The firſt Time, to the beſt of my Knowledge, 
they were at the Enſign Staff; the ſecond Tie they 
red to be in the Mizen Shrouds. 


you recollect, at the ſecond T me you ſaw 


2 hoiſted, that the Enfign Staff was then ſtanding! 
A. To the beſt of my nee the Enfign Staff 

Was then ſtanding. 

2 Could the Gwen have purſued the Spaniſ 

Ships then ſaid to be flying, and have come up to have 

taken part of the Action in the Night! ? | 
A. J think ſhe could not. | 

| Could not Rear-Admiral Knowles have. gone 

| wich bis Flag in that Boat which carried you from the 

Cornwall to the Van of the F lets den 18 

ing their Purſuit ? 

Al. IT went in the Boat, that is certain; but as to 

Admiral _ he is to 2 for himſelf. 

| 7 hen Be withdrew 


Court adjourned. zl To 0- -morrow Marning 9 
oO Clocæ. ; 


Saturday, 
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Saturday I 6. December, 1 7. 
(=P RT met according to | Adjourument... 


* 
N Pinne brought in,—Audience admitted, — 
: Witneſſes called. 


Captain Trelawney, 1 Soldiers 5, on , the 185 
wall, and Commander of a Detachment of Go- 


vernor Trelawney's Regiment on board the S 
dron, Fworn.—-Qyartered an the Quarter-Deck. 


Prifoner. Do you remember the Situation of the 
Enemy's Squadron on the Morning of the Firſt of 
ORober, when we firſt ſaw them? 

A. Yes, juſt about Day-light, weſaw the Enamy? 8 
Fleet, and five Sail of them were about a Mou on 
the Weather - Bow. 

9. Did I not make the utmoſt Diſpatch i in wear= 
ing 4 forming the Line, of Battle upon * other 
4 Tack ? 

f A. I think you did. 

9, Was not the Line of Battle well formed, and 
dd not every Ship tack in good Order? 
76 A. Tothe beſt of my Judgment, I think they did. 

9. Did I not, as ſoon as I came upon Deck in the 

Morning, call for my Secretary's Clerk, lay my 
e Watch down by him, and bid him write down the 
e Wl Tranſactions of the Days and this in a n 
- Manner? | 

A, You did. 

0 9. In your Opinion, was not all the Dispatch * 
| ſible made, from the Time of my mcking, to the Time 
v. of my coming up with the Enemy ? 

A. To the beſt of my Judgment, a quicker Diſ- 
q patch could not be made. 

9. When the Van of my Line was advanced 
, about the Center of the Enemies, did not the * 

ni 


F 
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niſb Viee-Admiral make a Signal, and fre at the 
 Strafford and Tilbury?” 
A. They did, one or two Ships. 
' 9. Did not the Tilbury immediately return the 
Fire, and enter into Action ? 
A. She did. 
2. Was . any Signal for Battle out, at that 
Time on board the Cornwall? 
A. Not that I know off. 
2, When I found the Action thus brought on, 
heut Signal or Order; did I not immediately make 
the Signal for leading large, and bear away myſelf? 
A. Theard the Admiral give the Orders for it ; and 
Enew he bore away himſelf, 
9, Did you ſee the T7 tbury beat away, at the ſame 


T_T 


— 6 ISS nce 
J,; Did I not order a Shot to be fired at 2 her, to 
make her doit? 
4 I heard the Admiral order a Shot to be fired 
at A 
9. Did you ſee her bear down, after that ſhot wiz 
fired at her ? 5 

A. I did not. | 

Soon after this, did 15 not make __ — 
Signal to come to a cloſer Engagement? 
= J heard the Admiral order that Signal to be 
made: 

2, Did you ſee her obey that 5 

. 

2 Did I not order two or three more Shot to be 
fired at her, to make her obey it? 5 

A. I heard the Admiral order Shot to be fired 
at the Tilbury, but how many I don't recollect. 

9, Did not you ſee the Straſford ahead of me, and 
the Lenox aſtern of me, bearing away with me, when 
I made the Signal for leading large? : 

A. I ſaw them bear away. 


2 43 


he 


he 


at 


Ay 
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2. As I'paſſed by the Enemy's ſternmoſt Shi N 
in my Way up to the Vice- Admiral, did they not 
upon me all the Way I went up to chem ? 

A. They did, 


9. Did I not forbid any Guns being fired in return, 


23 few of their Shot did any Execution? 
A. J heard the Admiral give thoſe Orders. 


When ſome few Guns were accidentally fired at 


the Ship aſtern of the Admiral, did I not immediately 
cauſe a ſtop to be put to them ?. 

A. You did: | 

9..Did not the . begin to engage the $ Daniſh 
Vice-Admiral, about a Quarter before four o Clock 

A. To the belt of my Remembrance, it was about 
that Time. 


Court. What Diſtance was the 23 from the 


Enemy, when ſhe firſt began to engage? 
A. To the beſt of my ann believe about 
lat! Yards: ' 

Priſoner. After I had been fone little Time in 
Action, did I not take you with me into the Stern 
Gallery, and ſhew you the Canterbury and nn 
a long way a-ſtern? 

A. The Admiral did. 

9. Did I not ſend for Captain Taylor, give him 
my Spying Glaſs, - and direct him to tell me what Po- 
itton they were in? 


A. The Admiral did 3 I was preſent when * 


Taylor eame. 

9, Do you 3 the Poſition he ſaid the War- 
wick was lying in? 

A. Tothe beſt of my Remembrance, Ido; he ſaid 
her Mainſail was up; Maintopfail aback, and 
Topgallant Sails lowered. 

Captain James. How was the Canterbury? 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance che 8 
bury's Mizen Topſail was aback, and Topgallant 
Sails lowered ; but to the beſt of my Remembrance, 
there was not much faid of the Canterbury. 

"I 2, What 
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2. What Diſtance do you think the Warwick Was 


from the Cornwall, at that Time? 
A. I am no great Judge of Diſtances 3 to the beſt to 
of my Judgment a full Mile if not better. s 
9. Did the Canterbury or Warwick, ſail beſt from E 
your Obſervation? _ ther 
A. Sometimes 1 N the welk failed beſt, 14 


and ſometimes the Canterbury. 
9. Was the Canterbury aſtern of the Warwid at 
that Time or ahead of her. 2 
A. The Warwick was ahead of the Canterbury; 15 
what I ſpeak of the Yarwick's Sail's being aback, was "_ 
what Captain Taylor ſaid z at the ſame time I look*d 
and ſaw a Ship in that Situation, and believed it was het 


the Warwick. half 

Priſoner. Have you not al heard C apt. Inn 9. 
boaſt of his Ship's ſailing? _ the 0 

A. I really don't remember; I bann herd moſt of wh 
the Captain's boaſt of their Ships: I have heard Cap: * 
tain Innes ſay his Ship ſailed beſt large: I have — ook 
him ſay, ſhe went pretty well large. oe 


2: Upon obſerving the Warwick and Canterbury Ca 
in this Poſition 3 did I not order my Boat to be ſent "1 
on board them, with Directions to make fail and cloſe 
the Line; and order their Signals to be thrown out? 


A. I heard the Admiral give theſe Orders. 8 
2. While the Lenox was bearing down aſtern of me, * q 
to get into her Station, did I not expreſs my Satis- 7 q 
faction publickly upon the Quarter Deck, at ſecing il 
her fire ſo well? _ hauled 
4. The*Admiral did. Ca 
2. About half an Hour after my ſaying ſo, did Corn, 
not you ſee the Lenox ſhot up upon my weather N Mile +: 
Quarter almoſt along Side of me, ſo as ſhe could ſcarce 4 
ly fire any Guns clear of me, except the aftermoſt, and >.. 5 
thoſe not without Danger of firing into me? how 
A. 1 remember Capt. Holmes's being along SiJe of covers 


us, upon the Weather Quarter, and he fired ſome Hat mer 


his After-Guns clear of us; but I did once mention 4. 1 
to the Admtral, that I imagined * would fire 9. T 
into us. 2, Dil © 
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9. Did you not hear me, and Captain Taylor, call 


to her, to go a- ſtern? 
A. I did. 3 FERN 85 
Q. When we came out of the Stern-Gallery toge- 
ther, did I not take you towards the Weather Gang- 
way, and point to the Oxford, and obſerve her firing 
at ſo great a Diſtance from the Enemy ? 

A. The Admiral did. 15 | 

9. Pleaſe to tell the Court your Opinion of her Di- 
ſtance from the Enemy, and alſo the Tilbury's Diſtance 
from them? | | 
A. I believe the Tilbury's Diſtance from the Ship 
they engaged was not much under a Mile; I believe 
the Oxford's Diſtance from the Tilbury, might be about 
half a Mile: e e — 5 8 

9. Did I not make theſe Remarks publickly upon 
the Quarter-Deck, to you and the reſt of the Officers 
who were ſtanding there ay 

A. I heard the Remarks made publickly ; they were 
1 loud enough for any one to hear, and I heard 

em. | EL | 
Capt. Innes. Do you remember the Poſition of the 
Cornwall's Sails, when the Lenox ſhot up, upon the 
Cornwall's Quarter? | 

A. I do not. 5 12 5 5 

9. About that Time was the Cornwall's Foreſail 
hauled up, or were any Orders given for its being 
hauled up? | _ 

A. I don't remember any Orders given for its being 
hauled up, nor do I believe it was hauled up. 

Capt. Toll. What Diftance was the Oxford from the 
Cornwall, at the Time you ſay ſhe might be about half a 
Mile diftant from the Tilbury, and firing at the Enemy ? 

A. I believe, pretty nigh three Quarters of a Mile. 

Priſoner. During the Action, did not the Enemy's 
three ſternmoſt Ships ſhoot up as near as they could, to 
OY own Admiral, edge away, and keep firing 
at me 5 . ES * | | 3 
A. Tthink they fh-- < --- 7 7 52 22a i055 

9. Did not the Cornwall run ſome Guns out of the 

| 12 N 


* 


rc > ES A TI A AAA ATA GALT HE HI AAA AG Gs I ip. 0 ————u—— ͤ—tn·— 2 — — 
f - — — — 


„„ Wann 


Stern · ports, to fire at thoſe Ships; becauſe none of 
her Broadſide could bear? 

A. That Ireally don't know. 

Did J not take you a ſecond Time into ts Stern. 
Gallery, and ſhew you the Warwick ſtill a great Di. 
{tance a-ſtern, but firing at the Enemy, and remark 
her Shot dropping ſhort? 

A. The Admiral did. 

Did I not ask you, what would be done to a 

| May who ſhould behave ſo in your Service ? 

A. The Admiral did. 

2: When the Conguiſtador was ſet on 3 did you 
not hear me order a Detachment of Soldiers from the 
Poop and Quarter-Deck, upon the Forecaſtle, to keep 
a warm Fire upon the Spaniards, who were endeavour- 
ing to extinguiſh the Flames ? | 
2 A. The Admiral did; and 1 ordered People off. 

9. Did you not hear the Saniards talking and cal- 

ling for Water, notwithſtanding our Ship was firing ? 

A. I mentioned to the Admiral at that time, that! 
was afraid ſhe would be on board us; and I plainly 
heard the Spaniards call, Agua, Agua. 

Capt. Toll. Was the Conquiſtador then to Windward 
or to Leeward of the Cornwall ? 


A. To Leeward. | 
Capt. Iunes. In what Poſition was the Lenox at ; that * 
N | A 

H-1 don' t remember. ant 
| ©, Was ſhe upon your Weather me e not b 

A. I believe ſhe was not. 9. 

Priſoner. When the Conguiſtador was on Fire, wa on de 
not the S:rafford firing briskly at her? ” 

A. The Strafford was briskly engaged, and J be the Si 
lieve fired ſome Shot at her. Ca 

9. Did not the Conguiſtador very ſoon afterwards Mat 
ſtrike ? 

A. Yes, about that Time, or a very little after. V.. * 

Qi: Did you not hear me lament my Boat's not be. pri 


ing on board, to ſend to take Polen of her, when [ he no; 
| found Squad 


1a 
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found Captain Brodie had not a Boat e out to 


do it? 

A. I heard the Admiral with he had a "I on nee 
to ſend to take Poſſeſſion of the Conquiſtador. 

9. Did not the Cornwall continue in Action from 


a Quarter before Four, to Five o'Clock, by our 


Watch ? 

A. Full that Time, 

Capt. Innes. Whereabouts was the Spaniſb Admiral, 
and at what Diſtance from the Cornwall, when the 
Conquiſtador ſtruck ? | 

A, ] don't remember after we got alonghide: the 
Spaniſh Admiral, that we were'ever leſs than ſixty 
Yards from her. 

Priſoner. Juſt before the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral run, 
did not the Cornwall loſe her Maintop-maſt ? 

A. I don't remember the particular Time; but it 
was thereabouts. 

9. For the laſt Quarter of an Hour that we en- 
gaged the Spaniſp Admiral, had he not greatly ſlack- 
ned in his Fire? 

A. Greatly, and not only him, but the Ships a- 
ſtern; for they did not fire above two or three Guns in 
two or three Minutes, ſometimes. 


9, When he bore away, were not we within Muſ- 


ket-ſhot of him; or how near? 
A. When he bore away, I told the Admiral I had 


never ſeen a Spaniſhb Stern before; and then he could 


not be above ſixty or ſeventy Yards from us. 

9. Did you ever know of any Musket-balls coming 
on board the Cornwall, while we were in Action? 

A. Several, I ſaw; and ſome of them ſticking in 
the Side ; over the aftermoſt Gallery, I ſaw two. 

Capt. Tunes. Were any Men. killed or wounded by 
Musket-balls, on board your Ship? | 

A. None killed, that I know of ; ſome were grazed, 
but whether with Musket Ball or not, I can't fay. 

Priſoner, When the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral run, did 


he not make all the ſail he could, and the reſt of the 


Squadron crouded with him, and n to be in 1 — 
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a . Te Trriat of - 
Confuſion, but eſpecially in the Rear? and were not 
the Rear ſo cloſe, that they were almoſt on board each 
other? 

A. That the Admiral did croud and run, that I "OE 
but as to the Confuſion he was in, I can't tell; nor did 
I mind the reſt of the Ships. 

2 Did he not hoiſt a —_ me at bis Mi 
Peek when he run? 

A. I don't remember. 

9. After the Conquiſtador was taken in che Evening, 
and the Spaniſh Officers were Priſoners, on board the 
Cornwall; Do you not remember my asking the Spa- 
uifh Captain, what Signal that was which was made at 
the Spaniſh Vice- Admiral's Mizen Peck, and what was 
his Anſwer ? 

A. 1 heard the Admiral ſpeak to the Spaniſh Offi 
cer, telling him, he ſaw ſuch a Signal hoiſted, and 
asked him the Meaning of it; the Spaniſ Officer re 
plied, if ſuch Signal-was made, it was pour chacun |: 
 faurver. 

9. Did not the Coronal continue to fire at the 
Spaniſh Vice-Admiral, while he was running off, ſo 
long as the Shot would do Execution ? 

A. She did. 

Q: After my Maintop-maſt was theta AWAY s and th 
Enemy flying, did I not make the genera} Signal for 
the Squadron to chace to Leeward ? 5 
A. I heard the Admiral give thoſe Orders. 

Q: Do you remember to have heard me order th: 
Sprirſail, and Spritſail-Topſail to be looſed, e the 
Enemy's running? 6 

A. No. 

9. Before I had quite done firing at the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral, while he was running ; did not the Lenox pal 
to Leeward of me, ſpring her Luff, and haul out upoi 
my Weather Bow ? I 

A. I don't remember. 

V Did not the Conguiftador hoiſt her nn again, 
and renew her Fire, upon the Spaniſh Vice-Admiri 
| 2 orgy derne Shot at her? | 
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A. 1 remember, when the Vice-Admiral run down, 


he fired two or three Shot at the Conguiſtador, and ſhe 


hoiſted her Colours, and renewed her Fire. 

9. Did not the Conguiſtador bear away after the 
Vice- Admiral, and the reſt of the Ships, when they 
had run? 

A. I thought ſhe did. 

9. Did not you hear me propoſe ſtopping the Can- 
terbury, to ſhift my Flag on board her:? 

A. I did —I heard the Admiral order a Flag up, 


and ſome Pendants. 
9. Did not you ſee Captain Taylor ſhew me the 


Strafford upon the Lee Bow, warmly engaged with 


the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral, and two more Ships not 
far from him; and hear Captain Taylor deſire me not 
to ſtop the Canterbury, leaſt B. "odie ſhould be beat to 
Pieces ? 

A. I remember to have ſeen Brodie warmly engaged; 
but _ not by, when Captain Taylor ſpoke to the Ad- 
mira 

Capt. Innes. Could the Admiral have ſhifted his 
Flag on board the Canterbury without ſtopping her, 
with all the Sail ſne had out? 


A. I am not a Judge. 
Capt. Toll. Was — Canterbury a- head or a- ſtern of 


the Cornwall, when the Rear-Admiral ordered a Flag 


and Pendants up? 


A. I don't know. 
Priſoner. Did I not give Orders to have the Fore- 


top-ſail got up, and make the beſt of my Way down 
to the Conquiſtador ? . . 

A. I don't remember about the Topfail; but I re- 
— we bore down immediately to the Conguiſ- 
lagor. 


Conguiſtador at that Time? 

A. No. 

Priſoner. While we were bearing down, mona the 
Conquiſtador, did you not ſee one of the Enemy's Ships 
—_— acroſs her? 4 


Court. Was there any Ship engaged with the 
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A. I remember there was a Ship ſteering acroſs her. 

' 9.: When he drew near the Conquiſtador, did you not 
ſee the Warwick, ſhorten fail, and attack her. 

A. I believe the Warwick fired at her; but I don't 
remember any thing of her Sails, 

. As I was advancing towards the Conguiſtader 
did not another of the Enemy's Ships fire at me? 

A. As we were going down to the Conguiſtador, the 
Admiral ordered Things to be got ready. or boarding 
her, and I had ordered my People to be in Readineſs, 
As we run down to her, ſhe lowered her Ports, and 
ſtruck her Colours ; one-of the Spaniſh Ships came to 
her Aſſiſtance and fired at us; we ſhot a-head of the 
Conguiſtador, returned the Fire of that other Ship, and 
ſhe made {ail from us: Upon the other Ship's firing 
at us, the Conguiſtador's Boat which was coming on 
board the Cornwall, ſtopt, and was returning to the 
Conguiſtador, but tie Admiral ordered me to make a 
Mai fire at her, which I did, and then the Boat came 
immediately on board the Cornwall, 

Capt. Innes. Do you apprehend, that the Ship which 
came up, and fired at you, was within Shot of you! 

A. Yes, I do; for 1 don't believe ſhe was above 
two hundred Yards from us; about Muſket- ſhot. 

Q: Do you remember Captain Taylor's being ſent in 
a Boat, to the Van of the Fleet, with Orders? 

A. To the beſt of my Remembrance, ſomebody was 
ſent on board Captain Innes to chace that Ship. 

9, Did you ſee the Boat put off from the Cornwal, 
with thoſe Orders to Captain Iunes; and was it at the 
Time the Conguiſtador ſtruck, or at what Time? 
A. I did not ſee the Boat ou off; nor do I knov 

when ſhe * l... 

Priſoner. During Night, was not the utmoſt Dil. 
patch made to get the Cornwall ready again for Ac⸗ 
tion? 

A. I heard the Admiral give the Order for it. 

Capt. Toll. Do you mn bow the * s Squadron 
bore at Night?  —- 

A. No. | 

- Priſoner, 
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ſever: 
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Priſoner. Were any of the Enemy's Ships in Sight 
the next Mornings f s 
A. Not any, that I remember. 


Day, and told me the Conguiſtador ſtruck to him 
did I not aſk the Spaniſh Captain, in your Preſence, and 
ſeveral others, to whom he ſtruck, and what was his 
Anſwer? 7. 4: 


that Queſtion, and he replied, he ſtruck to him : And 


within hearing. ER 
9. Did you, either before, or during the whole 
Time of Action, by my Countenance, Words or Ac- 
tions, obſerve any Marks of Fear, Confuſion, or any 
thing unbecoming an Officer in the Day of Battle? 
A. No, I never did; nor did I ever ſee a Man be- 
have. with more Coolneſs; I never ſaw any Alteration 


ren more diſtinctly; nor could any Man behave with 
greater Bravery and Gallantry than he did. | 
Ys 5 Then he withdrew. 
Priſoner. J have been in thirteen different Actions, 
commanded in ſeven, and never was arraigned before. 


John Gibbons, late Pilot of the Cornwall, ſworn. 


Priſoner. Was you not upon the Cornwall's Quar- 
ter-deck, during the whole Action, from the firſt Diſ- 
covery of the Spaniſh Ships, till we had taken the Con- 
quiſtador on the iſt of October? | . 

A, Yes, excepting once that I went down to the 
bwer Deck, to tell the Lieutenant to ceaſe firing, 


Lee. 
9. Did I not come upon Deck as ſpeedily as poſſible, 
iter the Spaniſh Ships were diſcovered ? 

A, You did. - 
2. Did I not inſtantly come upon Deck, order the 
Mainſail to be hauled up, and the Mizen T Nr - — 
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When Captain Innes came on board the next 


A. The Admiral asked the Spaniſh ſecond Captain 
believe Captain Iunes was in the Cabbin, or Gallery, 


in the Admiral's Countenance ; never heard Orders gi- 


While the Lenox and Canterbury were paſſing under our 


DüU• 0 ——— — — 


— — — 
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bach d, till T had difcovered the Enemy plainly my. in tl 
ſelf, and ſeen the Situation of my own Squadron? woul 


A. You did. | and 
Do you remember the Situation of the Enemy', 4 
Squadron, at that Time? foug 


A. The Enemy's Ships we then ſaw were upon our 9. 
Weather-bow, about three Leagues diſtant, ſtanding Ml ftarb 
to the Northward, with their ſtarboard Tacks ; wif they 
then ſtanding to the Southward with our larboard Tacks ¶ Chac 
on board. There were five Sail of the Enemy*s Ship: Wl A. 


at that Time; we did not fee the others till after. 92 
wards. N | Et Tack 
2: How did thoſe five Ships bear? think 


A. As nigh as I can gueſs about S. E. by S. 0 A. 
S. S. E; or between the two, neareſt. , 
©, When we diſcovered the other Ships of the EW ing t 
nemy, how did they bear from us, and at what Dr migt 
_ and what Diftance were they from the five A. 
Pulled out à Paper, which he ſaid were MemoranW outii 
dums taken to refreſh bis Memory, after he bea 9. 
of calling to an Account; and that he bad tam com} 
them out of the Minutes be took at the Time. very 
A. The three Sail bore about S. half E. and about A. 
Leagues from the Cornwall, and about 3 or 4 Miles C: 
from the 5 Sail. | | 
9. How far too leeward, might the leewardmol: 
Ship of my Squadron, then be from mes 
A. If the leewardmoſt Ship had been a-breaft of you, 
the would have been a good Mile to leeward. 


9. Suppoſing I had been down to that leewardmoſt A. 
Ship, and formed my Line on the larboard Tack, andi have 
ſtood on directly to the ſouthward, could I have inter. a gre 
'cepted thoſe three Ships, before the other five hall C: 
Joined them ? Ener 
A. No, I don't think you could. you 

9, If I had done it, ſhould I not have loſt the Wes A 
ther-Gage ? Ar Ce 
A. You would, entirely. the t 

9. In that Caſe, would not the Enemy have had i joini 


8 


it 
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in their Power to have preſcribed the Diſtance, they 
would have fought me at, as ep were to windward, 
and I to leeward ? 

A. They might have choſe how they would have 
fought, whether at a Diſtance or nigh. 

9. And if they had continued to ſtand on, upon the 
ſtarboard Tack, might they not have eſcaped me, if 
they would, or at leaſt have forced me to a mw long 
Chace ? 

A. They might. 

9. By forming the Line of Battle on the contrary 
Tack, and making the little Trip I did, don't you 
think 1 gain'd a great Advantage of the Enemy ? 

A. Yes, 

9. How long did we ſtand upon that 1 A0, in mak- 
ing the little Trip to Windward, and what Diſtance : 
might. we run ? 

A. We did not ſtand longer tha halfan Hour, por] 
we might run about a Mile, or Mile and Half at the 
outſide. 

9, When the Squadron did tack, was not the Line 
compactly formed; and did not every Ship cack 1 in 
very good Order? 

„ 

Capt. Toll. Is it your Opinion, that the Rear-Admiral 
when we firſt ſaw the five Sail ſtanding to the North- 
ward, could have formed a Line with ſix Sail to the 
Southward, as we then ſtood, and have cut thoſe five 
Sail off, before they were joined by the other three 
Sail 

A. No, I don't think that we could conveniently 
have done it; and if we had, we muſt have given them 
a great Advantage over us. 

Capt. Toll. When you could have been up with the 
Enemy's five Sail, ſo as to have engaged them; ſhould 
you have been to windward or to leeward of them ? 

A. To leeward of them, too far to engage them. 

Court. If the five Sail had wore and run down to 


the three Sail, and he could not have prevented their 


Joining: z by what time might the Rear-Admiral have 
got 


4 s —— 
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up with his whole Squadron in a Line to engage 
. wk, he had formed the Southward, at ade 
ſtead of to the Northward? 
A. I believe he might have done chat about 12 or 1 
o* Clock. 

Court. Would he then have been to wind ward or 
Jeeward of them? 5 
+ A. I reckon they would then have been right a-head 

him. 

Capt. Toll. What Diſtance do you believe the Van 
of our Squadron, when we tackt to the ſouthward in 
the Morning, was _ the Enemy's _— which were 
then joining ? | 

A. I beheve three or four Leagues. 

9. Suppoſe the Enemy's Ships failed as well a as ours, 
and had crouded from us, would it have been pradii- 
cable for us, do you think, to have come up with 
them? 

A. No, I don't think we could, if they had made 
the ſame Sail as we did. 

2, Did not our Squadron by wearing and ſtanding 

from the Enemy, make it then impoſſible for us to 


have engaged them, unleſs they had waited for us ? 


A. They did wait for us, I muſt allow; but as to 


dur loſing time, that I don't allow. 


Queſtion repeated ? 
A. Unleſs they had ſhortned Sail, to be ſure ; but 


4 they ſhortned Sail, we muſt have come up with 
8 

Priſoner. I allow the Diſtance to have been en- 
creaſed two Leagues, and will give my Reaſons : Read 
Bis Reaſons accordingly,as contained in his written Defence. 

2; When the Spanih Admiral began to form his 
Line, did you. ſee him make any Signal, or fire any 
Guns? 6 

A. Two Guns I heard; I ſaw no Signal. 

2. Soon after that, did you not ſee one of the ſtern- 
moſt Ships tack, and the other wear, and the Son 
make the beſt of her way off? 

A. I did. 


in tackt * 5.45 
' 4 Wedid. 
dent, and only the 12 oar'd 3 left on board? 


A. They were. 
2. Did I not, as ſoon as I came upon Deck, in the 


take Pen and Ink, lay my Watch down by him, and 
an bid him write the Tranfactions of the Day, as they 

in uppened, and I ſhould relate them; and all this in a 
public Manner, upon the Quarter-deck 2 

A. Les, I . the Admiral mention it. 

Q, And as ſeveral Tranſactions did happen, did you 
not hear me relate them to him, and ſee him write 
them down ? 

A. Yes, I did. | 

9. About half paſt Eight, did I not make the Sig- 


a improper Diſtance from me ? | 

A. Yes. 

9. When they had near'd me, which was about half 
paſt 9, did I not throw out the Signal to lead large, in 
order to get the quicker up with the Enemy ? and 
make all the Sail I could? | 
A. Yes. 

9. Did not ſome of the Enemy's Ships, about 10 
o Clock, ſet their . and Topgallaur-ails, and 
haul cloſe up ? 

A. They did. 

Capt. Iunes. How many? 

A. I ſaw the Rear-Admiral, and the Ship between 
him and the Vice-Admiral. | 

Z What Sail had the others ſet? 

A. The other had their Mainſails up, Topgallant- 
ails ſer, and Stay ſails. 

2. How long did they continue that Sail? 

A. I can't rightly ſay, how long. 

Priſoner. Upon the Enemy's making that Sail, d id 
not fay upon the Quarter- deck, that I apprehended 
that 
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9. Did we not hoiſt the Boats out ſoon after we 


And were not ſome of 3 let adrift by Acci- 


Morning, call for my Secretary's Clerk, order him to 


ul for cloſing the Line, the ſteramoſt Ships being at 


large, to be taken in, and the Signal for a Line a-head 
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that Motion of the Enemy was to 9 the os Win of 
me; and immediately ordered the Signal for leading 


to be * and hauled up Wey wa 

A. Yes 

Q. Soon after che Emy had . an g 
rom they not alter the Di ehen of their Line, gp — 

a Ship a- ſtern of Vice-Admiral, which waz 
be ore a- * of kim, and turn we Frigate out of th 
Line NE 

"Ae » 

9. Upon this Motion of the Enemy, did I not im- 
mediately ſend a Boat on board the Lenox, with Order 
for her to fall a- ſtern of me; and made the Oxford: 
Signal for her to go out of the Line, and remain as: 


c 
g. 


Corps de Reſerve? 

#, Fed. . 2, 
2. By making this Alteration in my V bes did i 
not become equal to the Enemy's ; and I become op: 2 
poſite to the Enemy's commanding Officer ? 9 | 

A. Yes. i 
2: About Noon, was there not a Squall of Wind 73 

and Rain, which obliged the con to take i in their b 
Topgallant-ſails? Q 
A. There was. aps 
. Soon afterwards, did it not fl almoſt calm ? 5 
"2. Sad -* S 
9. Did we not immediately tool our mp ' 
ſails again, and ſet them! ? 18 
A. Yes. T 
Was not the Enemy at this Time, in a do Line A. 

of Battle, upon the Lee-bow? DJ 
A. Yes. | 2 
Q. Do you remember how they bore; and what Di- , FI 
r ate 
bear « 


A. The headmoſt Ships bore S. and by E. the Body 


S. half E. the ſternmoſt Ship S. half W.—They wer ©. 


about two Gun-ſhot Diſtance, or a little better. 
2. Do you remember about 2 o' Clock, my ſending 
a Boat on board the — with a Midſhipman ? 


4 
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4. Yes, I remember there was a Boat ſent. 

Do you remember to have beard what Onders I 
ave him? ? 

A. I did not. 

9, When the Van of N — was a near 
breaſt of the Center of the Enemy's, did not the Spa- 
% Vice-Admiral make a Signal at his Maintopmaſt- 
Nad, and begin to fire on the Straffers and 7. ? 

A. He did. 

9. Was any Signal for Battle, at char Time, « aut on 
do ard the Cen ? 15 
A. No. 

2 When I found the Action thus n on, with- 
ut either Signal or * did I not immediately make 
e Signal to lead large? 
& Fu 
9. Did you ſee the Tilbury obey chat Signal? 

A. Na. 

. Did I not fire a Shot at her, to make her obey it? 
J. I heard the Admiral order it and it was fired. 
9. Did you ſee her obey the Ig, _ that Shot 
ras fired ? | 

A. No. 

9. Finding ſhe did not 4 cha: Signal, did I not 
make her Signal to come to a cloſer IR hn Gs ' $76 

A. Les. 

9. Did you ſee her obey that? 

A. No. 

9. Did I not then order ſome more. Shot to be. fired 
at her ? 

A. Yes, there were two or wks more fired at her. | 

9. Did you ſee her afterwards obey the Signal? 

A. No. 

9. Did not the Strafford a-head of me, and the Lenox 
a-ſtern of me, obey the Signal for leading large, and 
bear down along with me? 

A. Leas. Ee 

Capt. Ines. What was the Signal for leading large ? 

A. A blue Enſign, with a white Croſs, I think it 
Was, —That was the F 145 g think made, beer, 

Pccolet. 


nt- 


ne 


fay, it was obeyed by his Orders. 


firſt Guns were fired? 


my Way up to the Admiral; did not each of then 


order to ceaſe firing. 


— c * 
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Powlett's Pendant, far leading large; I can't 47 What 
the Signal was; but I heard the Admiral order i it to de 
made. 
9, What was the Signal made, for the T ilbury s com- 
ing to a cloſer Engagement? | 

A. I heard the Admiral order the Signal to be made 
for coming to a cloſer Engagement; and heard him 


Do you remember, whether the Orders for mak. 
ing the Signal to lead large, were before. or after the 


A. After the firſt Guns were fired ; I mean, the 
Enemy's Guns. 
B- Did I not keep my Mainfail ſet; ant 
every Sail I could, till I got up into my Station a-break 
of the Vice- Admiral ? 
A. Yes. © 
9. As J paſſed by the Koamy' s ſternmoſt Ships, i in 


continue to fire upon me as I paſſed them 1 

H. Tes. 

9. 3 I not forbid any Guns tobe fired i in 2 

A. Tes 

, When ſome few Guns were accidentally fired a 
the Ships a- ſtern of the. Admiral, did I not imme- 
diately order a Stop to be put to them, and was it no 
immediately done ? 

A. Yes, I ſaw him ſend a Midſhipman down, and 


fXCEP! 
ome 


— 


9.. Did not the Cornwall begin to engage the Sp: 
wb vey . about a 2 before 4, by our 9. 
atch ? 
A. I heard the Admiral "9a when he came out of age 
the Captain's Cabbin, where he had been to look at Ca 
his Watch, that it was about a quarter before Four.— Cora 
Here Mr. Knowles ſaid, after the Bulk-beads wer, 7 
knock'd down, he bad placed the Clerk with a Table in ¶ cut a 
Mize 


the Captain's Cabbin, as be would have been in the wa) 


on 2 n deck, = | 
5 2 we, £ 
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Juſt before I began to engage, did I not order 
he Mainſail to be hauled ahn and the er n fails 
to be lowered ? 

A. Tes. 

After we Ts — a liel Time in Adtion, do 

ou remember my taking Captain Trelawney, and Cap- 
in Taylor, into the Stern-Gallery, and making any 
Obſervations about the ſternmoſt Ships? 

A. No, I don't remember the Admiral ſpeaking to 
hem about it; but I heard them ſpeak of it, when 
they came out of the Gallery. 

. During the Time the Lenox was coming up into 
r Station a-ſtern of me, and firing upon the Enemy, 
» you hear me expreſs my Satisfaction publickly upon 
uarter-deck,..at her firing ſo well 

'4 did; and heard him ſay, he was very glad he 
xhaved ſo well. 

A Some time after this, did you not ſee the Lenox 
dot up upon my Weather - quarter, almoſt, alongſide, 
o as ſhe could ſcarce fire any of her Guns clear of me, 
except ſome of the aftermoſt, and thoſe not without 
bme danger of firing into me? | 

A. 1 ſaw the Lenox Shot up pretty well alongſide, 
lmoſt with her Bow upon our Cheſs-tree. | 
ne 9. Do you remember my hailing the Lenox, or any 
no: other Officer, and ordering her to back a- ſtern? 

78 Les; I heard the Ad miral, and Captain, both 
„ 

2, Did you ſee her obey theſe Orders | . 

A. Not at that Time. 

9, Did you ſee her obey. 1 n at al, and 

; how long afterwards ? 
f A. I did not ſee her obey them at all. 

Capt. Innes. In what Poſition were the Sails of the 
Cornwall, when the Lenox ſhot up by you? 

4. The F oretopſail was ſhot down; the Gib · day 
cut away, and her Maintoplall and Foreſail ſet, and 
Mizen-topſail, - 

Ges — of thoſe Sails were fal, and which a- 


K . A. The 


What 
0 be 


CEO II OE WEIR. Ione — png 


——ͤ— ͥ te —U—ñä——ͤ—V — —̃ —— — — — — : 
—— Oe —— - et — — — 2 * — — ——— —6— NS a —— wat 29 4 tre rol — OE ITS — — 


as near as they 


1. 4, Xt 
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A. The 8 were full; doe lam 


riot ſue whether the Mizen- topſail was aback, or not. 


Priſoner. During a ny Time of the Action, did you 
hear me take Notice of the Oxford's firing at a great 
Diſtance from the Tilbury, when ſhe n was s engaging with 
the Spaniſh Rear- Admiral 25 7 
A. Tes, I did. N 
2, Did not che Enemy” 8 Remmel Ships, 2 up 
could, to cover their” ound, edge 
away, and keep firing at me 1 | 


of. Fa. 

2 So ſoon as the Cn ati was Ber on te did 
not you hear me order a ? Z Body of Soldiers to go < 
from the Poop and Quarter-deck, upon the Forecaſtl 
and keep a warm fire upon the Spaniards, mark wer 
"1 "Fg to extinguiſh the Flames ,f 

A, I did. 

How near might we be to the Com quiBader then? 
A. I don't think we were' better thas Piſtol-ſhi 
and; an half off; for we could hear the People talk. 

9. Was not the Strafford, at _ fame ok ime, firin 
imartly at her ? wa 

—— .--” 7h 

9. Did ſhe not vie: ſon afeerwaills s flrike? | 

A. I did not ſee her ſtrike ; but I heard the Peop! 
fay,ſhe had ſtruck, and I faw ſhe had no Colours uy 

9, Did not our People cheer her, upon her ſtriking 

A. I heard them cheer, _ they ſaid it was up0 
that Account. 

Q. Do you remember my ſaying, that 1 was ſor 
I had not à Boat on board, to ſend and take Poſſeſſc 
of her, and that Captain, Brodie bug not one out to doi 

. 700 

2. Did not the Cornwall continue in ſmart Adi 


Fi. a Quarter before 4 to 5 o Clock, by our Watch 


A. Yes, that was the nigheſt Time. 


Did not the Corrwalf beat the Spanifp Vice- Ad 
miral out of the Line, make him bear away rounq; 


and croud all the Sail he could? ' 
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am 2. For the laſt Quarter of an Hour that we were 


x. Nengaged with the Spaniſb Vice-Admiral, did he not 


you Macken greatly in his Fire? 
real A. A great deal - ſometimes * or five Shot at a 
rita Time; not more. 


Mulket- hot of him; and how near do you think, 
when he bore away and run ? 

A. Within Muſket-ſhot and leſs, during the whole 
Action; and when he bore away, within half Muſkct- 
ſhot. 

2, Was the Cornwall's Foreſail ever haul'd up, dur- 
ng the Action? 

4 Never, to my Knowledge. PF, 

9. When the Vice- Admiral run, did not the reſt of 
is Squadron do the ſame; and did not they appear to 
tk in great Confuſion a-ſtern, and were ſo clole, that 
bey ſeemed to be almoſt on hoard of each other? o 

A. Yes, I think they did; they ſeem'd to be in 
great Confuſion; and the three ſternmoſt Ships Partie 
wlarly ſeem'd to be very nigh together. 

9. Was not the Cornwall's Maintop-maſt ſhot away, 
few Minutes before the r Vice- Admiral run? 

& - It. Was 

9. Did I not continue to fire at the Spaniſb Vice- 
idmiral while he was running, ſo long * I 1 my 
ot would do Execution e | | 
A.. Yes. 

. After my Maintop-maſt was ſhot away, and the 
Enemy was flying, did I not order the general Signal 
or chacing to Leeward to be made ? 

A. I heard it ordered. | 

9. Did I not order the Spritſail, and Spritſail top- 
ail to be ſet, and the Gib to be hoiſted, directly after 
be Span;/Þ Admiral had bore away ? 

A. Yes, I ſaw the Spritſail, and Spritſail-T cok 
both. ſet 3 the Gibſtay was gone, and it. was hoiſted by 
ingle Halliards, 

A. As you naviga ted the Ship, do you remember 


de Helm's being ordered a-Lee, to throw the Ship's 
K 2 Head 


During the whole Action, were we not within 
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Head up in the Wind, during the Time we were en. £ 
gaged; or that the Cormuall ever hauled off from the __ 
Enemy 5 
3 N either the one, or the other. | 4 

Capt. Innes. When the Spaniſh Admiral left you, 4 
had you ever a Boat on board ? / 
2: I can't ſay whether we had or no; ſhe was or- N 
dered away a little before, and whether the was re-W 7 


turned then or not, I can't ſay. 2 
Whereabouts was the e when the Sa. 7 

niſh Admiral left m_ Wis 
A. She was coming up, upon our Lee Quarter, I 
Q: What Diſtance ? B. 


A. About a Musket-ſhot, at that Time when I fay 


her. 


Q: Did you fire any Stern Chace-Guns at the fern. 25 
moſt Ships of the Enemy, when the e Admird wy 
| bore away? c 
A. I did not ſee any fired; I heard the Officer who y ; 
commanded the lower Deck fay, he had got Guns ou = 
at the ſtern Ports, and fired them. Fr 
9. If the ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy were the oe 
in Confufion, and the Canterbury within Musket-ſhot 
of the Cornwall, upon her Lee Quarter, who put tho ze g 
Ships into Confuſion? hi ” 
A. That I can't tell, unleſs the Canterbury did i © 
coming up; he fired at them. 0 l. 
Priſoner. Are you ſure what Ship came upon youl by 
Lee Quarter, that was within Musket-ſhot ? > 
A. The Canterbury was coming up at that Time it 5 


and II take it to be the Canterbury. 
Capt. Innes. Where was the Warwick cen! 8 9. 
A. A great Way a-ftern. 
2. And whereabouts the Lenox! ? 
A. When I went off the Deck, was juſt upon ou qua 9 
hereabouts was your Mainto maſt ſhot away 

A. About twelve or oooh F vet below the Rig 1 


ging. 


EW. 
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9. Was the Maintop- ſail full or ahack, when the 
en- Maintop-maſt was ſhot away? 
the W 4. Ir was full. 
9, Where did the Maintop-ſail-yard fall? 
A. One Part of it upon the Cap, with the Starboard 
ou, N yard-arm hanging over the Back of the Mainſail. 
h 9. Was the Parrel of the Maintop-fail-yard round 
Ane Maſt, or clear from the Maſt ? 
te. 4. Round the Maſt. „ 
BM Priſoner. Did you either before, or during the whole 
po Time of Action, by the Rear-Admiral's Countenance, 
| Words, or Actions, obſerve any Marks of Fear, Con- 
* Miiſfon, or any thing AAA an Officer in the Day 
c of Battle? 
8 Priſoner withdrew. 
A. No, L never ſaw a Man in more Spirits in my 
Life, nor eaſier than he was at the Time. | 
Priſoner na 
Capt. Innes. Did Captain Taylor go in a Boat to the 
Van of the Britiſh Squadron, and at what Time ? 


doing, he went in the Boat. 
At what Time did he return? 
A. He did not come on board again, I believe, till 


tink it was. 

Cap. Toll. What Diſtance was che Lenox from the 
lornwall, when the Cornwall * to engage ? 

A. I can't tell. 

9. How far was the Warwick aſtern of the Cornwall 
a that Time? 

A. I reckon nigh two'Miles. 

2, When you 4 in ſo long a Time, that the War- 
wick could not get up cloſe to the Lenox; would it 
not have been more for the Safety of his Majeſty's 
Squadron, and like a good Officer, to have ordered the 
Lanterbury a-head to have cloſed the Lenox, and. the 
Oxford into the Line, and have entered into Battle with 
ix Sail inſtead of four? 


Rig 


A. The particular Time I can't ſay; but as to o his 


e got Poſſeſſion of the Conguiſtador; after Sun-ſet, I 


— 
— 


— — - — * 


BEES Fro" ro arc ore — 
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A Lift of Men wounded on board bis Majeſty's Ship Corn xce; 


' their Wounds, and what became of them afterwards. 


Jobn Larkin. , ried off the lower 


| Richard Miridge 5 and a Wound of the 


152 F 


A. I can't anſwer to that. 1 in th 
| Ro» Then he withdrew”. © 


John Murray, late Surgeon of the Cor nwall, worn 


Delivered in a Lift of Men wounded, which he 0 
declared to be an exact Account, as follows, viz. 


wall, the 1ſt of October, 1748, with the Nature ij 


When cured or ditdy 
board, or ſent aſh: 


Mers Names, Nature of their Wounds. | 
5 . SY: - - to the Hoſpital. 


| CA Wound which car- Died the Night afte 
Action. 


Part of —— Thigh. 
5 33 A Wound which car- 1 
Robert Fobnſon. f ried off the greateſt ( ou e Hom 
. . Part of the Thigh. Su 
James Emlin. J * bo fone 0 your Died the 3d of Oh: 
A Wound in the Calf [ Sent to the Hoſpital the 


Michael Saunders. of the Lg. 27th of October. 075 
| A Wound on the An- / Sent to the Hoſpia Ch 
Hugh Moor. 2 cle, for which his c the 27th of Or of 
| Leg was cut off. 5 where he __ dl 
"> | FA Wound of the fore Q Cured the 25th of 0: 
en. 8 : 8 2086 pay hu 
o A Contuſion of the C Cured the 23d of 0: P 
Gorge an. Arm. 4 1 tober. ; * 
ES A Wound of the Fore- C Cured the 17th of 0: 
7 of. Smith Sy ps head, near the 3 tober. ot D 


(CA Bruiſe of the Neck, dn of ol: A. 
tober. 


„ 


| Ancrew Feferies. A Bruiſe of the Hip. 8 4 n a litt 
Neo. 10. + : Co 
A. 


here were more in the Liſt given to Captain 7 Pu P. 
the Night after the Engagement, particularly a Ma Squa 
rine, who, as he ſaid, was ſlightly wounded by a Mr 


Ny 
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zet Ball; but they capable of ty. were not continued 
in the ſick Liſt afterwards : Thoſe killed in Battle, I 
was not informed of, except one Man, whoſe Name I 


have forgot. | "6 
| John Murray. 


Court. Do you think any of the Men wounded, were 
Z. vounded by Muſket Balls? Ws 

- A. None in that Liſt to the beſt of my Knowledge, 
orn. except the Marine; but his Wound being flight, I did 
e not much mind it; I then thought it was from a Muſ- 


ket Ball. 


* 


| Then he withdrew. 


Court ajourn'd fill Monday Morning, 9 © Clock, | 


Monday, December 18 1749. 


OURT met according to Adjournment. 
Priſoner brought in, and all Parties admit- 
ted. — Witneſſes called, Me 


Captain Witte wrong Taylor, late Fir/t Lieutenant 


of the Cornwall, ſworn. — Quartered on the Mid- 1 

| | 2 | 11 
Priſoner. No you remember on the iſt of Oz7ober, 01 
1748, our diſcovering the Spaniſo Squadron at Break 4 
Q; What Situation were the Enemy's Ships then in ? lh 

A. I ſaw five Sail upon our Weather Bow, and two _— 

a little to Leeward, I think, _ . 


Court. Was you upon Deck at our firſt ſeeing them? 


| A. I was upon Deck, ſoon after they were ſeen. | 
lo Priſoner. Do you remember what Poſition our own | 14 
Ml Squadron was inn? A e 
OW { . | 4 med | | WS. f 
u | | K 4 | | 3 A. 1 ; 
K. ee 5 x 7s 5 | 
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A. I really can't tell what Poſition they were in, 4 
except the Strafford, which was upon our Weather 1 
Bow, and the Oxford right a-head. 7 Lin 
Capt. Innes. How did the five Windwardmoſt Ships MW Shij 
of the Enemy bear, and alſo the two to Leeward, when 4 
you firſt ſaw them? | E 
Al. As I did not ſee them, I can't tell. Sign 


Priſoner, Suppoſe I had made fail directly on the Ml lowe 
Tack I was on, without waiting to form the Line of too 
Battle, do you think I could have prevented the Ene- 
my*s ſeperated Ships from joining, allowing them to 
have uſed all poſſible Means to have done it? 

A. No, I don't believe we ſhould ; I believe the 
two Leewardmoſt Ships would have weathered us. 

9, Conſidering the Situation and Motion of the 
Enemy's Squadron, don't you think by forming the 
Line of Battle on the contrary Tack, as I did, and 
making that ſmall Trip, we gained a conſiderable Ad- 
vantage of them? | 
A. Yes, I did think ſo. | 

9. How long did we ſtand on the Starboard Tack, 

in making that little Trip we did, and what Diſtance 
might we run? er Ft, a 
A. I believe we ſtood about three Quarters of an 

Hour, and might go about two Miles and an Half, or 
three Miles. „ 
Capt. Innes. As you did not ſet either the Weather 
moſt or Leeward moſt Ships of the Enemy, from what 
do you form your Judgment that we could not cut 
them off? * | | 

A. They were about a Point on our Lee Bow, and 
five or ſix Miles diſtant from us at leaſt ; which makes 
me imagine they might have weathered us, before we 
got the Length of them. . 

Capt. Toll. What Diſtance from the Cornmall were 
the Enemy's Ships to Windward at that Time? 

A. I believe they were much about the ſame Di 
tance, or rather more. EE. 

23 Could you, from the Cornwall's Deck, ſee the 
Hulls of the Ships to Leeward ? * 
: Ter; 


* 
- 


— ———— — — 
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n, of, Yes; I ſaw the Hull of one of them very plain. 
er Priſoner. When the Squadron did tack, was not the 


Line of Battle compactly form'd 8 did not every - 


ps IN Ship tack in good Order ? 
en A. Yes. 


9. fret: half an hi = 8, Did I not — the 


Signal to cloſe the Line, haul up my Mainſail, and 

he lower my Topgallantſails, the ſternmoſt Ships being 
of too great a Diſtance from the Center? 
Ne- A. Iremember the Signal being made, and our haul- 
to ing up our Mainſail, and lowering our Topgallant- 
ſals ; but I can't ſay exactly to the Time, but it was 
about that Time, I believe. 

2, When they near'd me, did I not make the Sig- 
nal to lead large, and croud Sail again to get quicker 
up with the Enemy ? 

7 > (. 

A About 10 o'Clock, did not the 8 ſet their 
Mainſails, and Topgallant Sails, and haul cloſe up? 


A. I remember the Ships a-head of the Admiral 


ck, did ſet their Mainſails, and Topgallantſails, and ſome 
nce of the ſternmoſt ſet their Foreſails, and they hauled 
_ [cloſe up. 
an 2. Did not you imagine from this . their 
or Deſign was to gain the Wind of us? 

A. Yes, I did. 


er- Q: Did I not directly take in the Signal for leading 


hat WW large, and make the Signal for the Line upon a Trang 
cut I and haul up directly? 

A. Yes. 
nl 2, In about half an Hour, did not the Enemy 
kes ſhorten Sail again ? 
we F A. Yes. 

2, Soon after they had ſhortned Sail, did not they 


ere alter the Diſpoſition of their Line, by putting another 


Ship a-ſtern of the Vice-Admiral, and turning the 
y- If Frigate to Leeward of them? 
Ar AW. >; 
the 2. Upon this Motion of the Enemy's, did 1 not 
Joy — Places with the Lenox, and make the 
9 5 Oxford's 


— — o_——_—_—_—_—___—_ — 1 
— — — 
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—— — — 
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x6 © he Das al of 
Oxford's pot to quit my . 2 2 and T7 as a a 41 
de Reſerve. 3 * 

A. Les. | 

9. By king this Alessa in my Ka did it be 
not become equal to the Enemy's, and I place myſelf MW 
oppoſite to the' com manding Admiral of the er $ ; 
Squadron? | cop 

wt TK. 

2B. When my Lane Was advanced 4 breaſt of the aur 
Enemy's did not the Spaniſb Vice-Admiral make a in! 
Signal, and begin to fire upon the Tilbury and Strafford? 5 

A. I did not obſerve that he made uy Signal, but WW mi: 


I faw him fire at them. as I 

2, Did not the 7 ilbury return her Fire 5 „„ 

. eee p 

| Capt. — Did the 7 dry or Srafford 1 her a 
Fire firſt? 


A. The Tilbury. 

Priſoner.” Was any Signal for Bartle le out, chen on 
board the Cornwall ? 

A. Not to my Knowledge. 

9. When I found the Action thus brought on, 
Wr Signal or Orders, did I not immediately order 
the Signal to lead large, and was it not made? 

A. Yes, 1 remember that Signal's being made at 

| that Time. 

Capt. Innes. Was you at your Quarters at that 
Time: #7 [KA 

A. No, I was upon the Quarter Deck. 

Priſoner. Did you ſee the Tilbury obey cha Signal? 

e 

9. Did 1 not order a Shot to be fired at ber to make 
her obey it, and was it not fired? 

A. I remember there was a Shot ordered, 4nd that 
there was a Gun fired at her; and then I went down 
to my Quarters, the Moment that Gun was fired. 

2. As ] paſſed by the Eneiny's ſternmoſt Ships, in 
my way up to the Vice-Admiral, did not fy continue 
bring upon me all the wa 1 went N 

* e did. OY by 

. 9 What 


s 


er 


DN 


did ? 
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2 What Time did the Cornwall begin to engage 


the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral, by your Watch! 

A. Pretty near 4 I believe, beigen 3 and 4. 1 canyt 
be exact to the Time. 

N. Did you not ſee the Warwick during the Action 
lying a long way a- ſtern, with her Mainſall up, Main- 
topſail aback, and Topgallantſails lowered ? 

A. I did not ſee bs lye in that Poſition ; I c her 
during the Action a Jong way a-ſtern, but I can't ſay 
in what Poſition. 

During the Action with the Spaniſh Vice-Ad- 


miral, did not the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships ſhoot u 


as near as they could to cover their Adtniral, and kee 
firing under my Stern at me? 

A. Yes, they ſhot up under their Admiral's Stern, 
and ſome of them fired at us; I can't ſay all of them 


. When the Conguiſtador was on fire, was not a 
Body of Soldiers ſent off the Poop and Quarter-deck 
upon the Forecaſtle, tq fire upon the Spaniards that 


were over her Stern and Quarter, endeavouring to ex- 


tinguiſh the Flames? 
A. I don't know any thing of that ; [ was tclow: + 
Were not Orders given, at the ſame Time, to 


fire ſome Guns with Grape Shot at her? 


A. I don't remember it; 1 had no ſuch Orders upon 
the Middle Deck. 


9, Was not the Strafford, at che ſame Time, Fring | 


ſmartly at her? 

A. I don't know whether the Strafford was Ering at 
that Time, becauſe I don't know when the Orders were 
given; but I know we were both firing ſmartly at her. 
when ſhe was on fire. 

9. Did not the Conquiſtador foon after Airike ? * 

A. Yes. no 

9. How long did the cal continue in Action ? 

A. About an Hour and half, as near as I can gueſs : 


But J can't ſpeak exactly to the W becauſe I did 


not t take Notice By my IO” 
f . Did 


. 
3 Mx 
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upon the Middle Deck, that the Maintop- maſt was 
ſhot away; and we were then firing at the Vice-Admi- 
ral, and fired ſome Broadſides at him afterwards. 


not the Cornwall continue to fire at him, till it was 


your Guns could no longer bear ? 


tween him and me; 1 fired at him till the Conguiſtador 
was between us, and then I ſaw no. more of him after- 
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Q, Did not the Cormuall beat the Vice-Admira out 
of the Line, make him bear ane. round, and croud 
all the Sail he could ſet? 

A. Ithought ſhe did, in my own Judgment. 

Capt. Innes. If the Spaniſo Admiral was beat out of 
the Spaniſo Line, what Spaniſh Ships remained in that 

ine? 

A. They all 9510 fail immediately a as he did they 
all run in Confuſion. . 

' Priſoner. Was not the Cornwall within Muſker-ſho 
of the Vice-Admiral, during the whole Engagement? 

A. In my Judgment ſhe was ; and when he made 
ſail away, he was within the Cornwall's Length of us, 

9, Was the Cornwall's Foreſail ever haul'd up, dur. 
ing the Action? 

A. I can't tell, as I was quartered on | the Middle 
Deck -I did not ſee it. 

9. For the laſt Quarter of an Hour that we were in 
Action with the Spaniſh Vice- Admiral, did not he 
Nacken greatly in his Fire? 

A. Yes, I obſerved it myſelf, that 1 did. 

9. Was not the Cornwall's Maintopmaſt ſhot away, 
a very little time before the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral run? 

A, I can't ſay when it was ſhot away; but I heard 


When the Vice-Admiral was running away, did 


judged he was at too great a Diſtance for our Shot to 
do Execution? 
A. Yes, off the Middle Deck, I did myſelf fire at 
him, as long as I could bring a Gun to bear upon him. 
Capt. Innes. Did your ceaſing to fire at the Spaniſh 
Admiral, proceed from the Diſtance he was then at, 
or from his going a-head to attack the Strafford, when 


A. It proceeded from the Conquiſtador* s being be- 


wards 
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wards, while I was upon the Middle Deck, but fired 
at the Conquiftador. 

2, Had the Con quiſtader ſtruck at that Time“ 2 

A. Les, ſhe bad ſtruck, and hoiſted her Sur 
again, and was firing her Larboard Guns at our Ships 
a-head, as ſhe was falling off; ſhe was trying t to fall off 
at that Time. 

9. After the! CormwalPs Maintop-maſt was mot 
away, and the Enemy flying, was not the general Sig- 
nal made for chaſing to Leeward; and did J not di- 
rely order the Spritſail, and Spritſail-topſail to be ſet, 
and the Gib to be hoiſted? 

A. I can't ſay exactly to the Time of the Siga“ 
being made; but when I came upon Deck, I ſaw it 


flying, and the Spritſail and Sprit- topſail were Jooſed, 


and I turn'd the People to hoiſt the Foretopſail. 


Capt. Innes. Was the F oretopſail then in readineſs 


to be hoiſted ? + 
A. At the Time I ws them to, it was. 


9. Was not the Cornwall, at that Time, the Wen- 


thermoſt Ship of both Squadrons 3 ? 
A. No. 


9. Was ſhe not to Windward of all the the Ganis 


Squadron ? - 
A. Yes. 

. If the Rear-Admiral hub a Mind to > hav — 
Battle again, could he not have ſet his Fore and Fore- 
topmaſt ſtudding Sails, and bore away after the Enemy? 

A. I can't ſay whether we could have ſet our ſtud- 
ding Sails or not then: Our Rigging was much cut, 
and the Foretopſail wounded, | 

Priſoner, Finding I could not come up to the Spa- 


"if Admiral again, did I not ſteer after the Conguiſta- 


dor, and order every thing t to be got ready for board- 
Ing her ? 

A. Yes. 

Capt. Innes. Did you ever | endeavour to come up 
again with the Spaniſh Admiral ? 

A. Yes, we bore away after him; and made all the 
Sail we could, as I thought, 

Priſoner. 
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Priſaner. 
at the + eee and at a great Diſtance ? 

2 As we approached, the Conguiftader, did not you 
obſerve another of the Enemy's Ships Feng towards 
her, and did ſhe not fire at s. 

A. Yes, I ſaw her, and ſhe fired at us. 

Q. When we ranged up the Conguiſtador's Quarter, 
did the not ſtrike her Colours, lower her Pocken and 
call out for Quarters? 51 

. Ves, I ſaw and bear d them both. 1 was  ſtand- 
| ing upon the Gunnel. 

2 How, near, were we to the e then # 
A. Within twice our Length, I believe. 
How near was we ever to her? 

A. So near, that hier Spritfail-yard-arm. took us 
from our F oremaſt-main-ſhroud, all the way. aft to 
the Quarter Lanthron, which it broke. 

Capt. Innes. Where were the Conguiſtador's Colour 
hoiſted, when ſhe ſtruck this laſt Time, and you were 
ſo near her? 

A. I took them to be in the 1 Shrouds,- 

2: Did ſhe fire any Guns at you, before ſhe ſtruck, 
er you bore away, or make any other Windes? 

A. No, not that I ſaw. 

Q.: Was the - Gonguiſtador r to, to Wund 
—— before you came up with her Ni 1111 
A. No, not as I obſerved... 

Priſoner. After I ſheer'd off From the 88 
and open'd the Enemy's other Ship a- * of her, 
did ſhe not Hre upon the Cornwall 2 

G £ RT 

2, When the Corawall 8 her "Bag gid not 
the Enemy's Ships inſtantly haul away from her, * 
make off as faſt as ſhe could? 

A. She was upon her Starboard Tacks, and wore 
away round, and went away right before the Wind, 
10 — 5 Did not I make the- an, e to chace 
A. Yes. 


„ 4+ © 


2b 


Was not the Warwick at this Time g 


1 
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8 9, Do you not think, if the Corutall had not bore 
down, and taken the Compuiſtader, that the other Ship 
might not have protected her, and carried her off, a- 
ou gainſt any Reſiſtance the Warwick could have made? 
ds A. Yes, I really believe they would have got off, 
notwithſtanding the iat, x the Cornwall had not 
been ſo: near her. 
r, 2, After the Acton, was not all poſſible Diſpatch 
nd uſed in getting a new Maintop-maſt made and up, and 
the Rigging fitted and e and eee in 
d- order for Battle again? | F174 
A. I can't really ſay chat; for [ was on board the 
Conquiſtador at that Time. 
. Do you know that there was ; any thing lefe un- 
done by me, that ought to have been done, either in 
us chaſing the Enemy before Action, in attacking the 
to Enemy, or in purſuing them afterwards if yu do, 
(declare it to the Court? 
urs A. No, not any thing, to my Cronin: 
ere Capt. Innes. When you went on board the Conguiſta- 
or, could you not have diſabled her in half an 1 
by cutting her Rigging, or otherwiſe, ſo that ſhe could 
ck, Wl not have made fail for that Night 
5 A. 1 don't think that it. was poſſible to Kay: if 
| bled her more than ſne _ without her Maſts being Fi 
ad- Wl cut away. 1 
9. Was the Body of his Majeſty? 8 "Squadron then it 
to Windward or to Leeward of you? 4 
or, A. To Windward of us, I think, upon our Wea: 4 
er, ther Quarter. _ 4 
| 9, How were they coing, large or cloſe hauled 2 [| 


A. I did not ſo minutely oblerve them. it 

not 2 At what o*Clock had you ſhifted the Priſoners 1 
and whom you ſhifted that Night; ? 1 
A. I believe it was 11 or 12, before we bad done, 1 
ore I as near as I can remember. 210110 4 _ | 
9, Did you ſhift them under way, or lying to? UI 
ace ] A. We muſt be rather lying to, than any thing elſe. 1 
. Did the Conquiſtador make fail any Part of that 
| "NS after you was in Poſſeſſion of her I 
Do A. About | | 


whole Time ? 


up? 


„% . T4 4 % 
A. ** 2 Clock: I. cut. the Mainſail Wem the 


'Yard, fill'd the ITE and en _ e Head 


Sails. 54 
2. Did ye fee: any firing after Dark 2 
A. Les, right a- ſtern of u. 1 
Was you then cloſe to the Wind * 
"3 I carr our Head w was about N. 7 W. or N 


an. 
9 Beg 5b: 760 drake] Priſoner i" 

Court. Did you aid before, or during the whole 
Time of Action, by the Rear-Admiral's Countenance, 
Words, or Actions, obſerve. any Marks of Fear, Con- 
fuſion, or uy thing hs a es, an Officer i in the Day 
of Battle? 

A. No, quite auen * * to expreſea great 
deal of Joy at ſeeing: chem, 1 1 nee particularly 


upon the. Quarter Deck. 
Then be withdrew, 


Priſoner returned. 


Andrew Jes, Batfuain o the Cornwall fue, 


< 


Priſoner. In the Action with the Spaniſb Squadron 
on the iſt of October, 1748, how long eee the Corr. 
wall engage the Spaniſb Vice-Admiral? | 

A. About an Hour and Quarter. 

2. Was ſhe not within luſket-ſhot curing the 


A. Yes, Or lefs.: * 
9H. About 5 O'Clock, did not * ben "NG the 


Spaniſb Vice-Admiral out of the Line, and did he not 


bear away round, and croud all-the Sail he could, and 


_ the reſt of his Squadron do the ſame 70 


A. Yes. p 
2, Was the Cor: . 8 F oreſil ever ura up aur. 


1 the Action? 


A. Not : 
Capt. Innes. Was not the Lee-clue Garnet once hauPd 


4. No, never; not to my — e e 
Priſoner. 
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| Prifoncr. After the Cornwall Maintop- - maſt was 


ſhot away, and the Enemy flying, did I not directly 
order the Spritlail, and Spritſail-topſail to be et, and 
the Gib hoiſted, and bear away after them? 

A. Tes. a 

9. Was not the en 11e "got up, a 
ſpeedily as poſlible'" bc 5 : 

A. Yes, Hin 2 1011 937 

2. Finding 1 ”m_"_ Fry © dis ) with” the? Spanifb 
Admiral again, did I not make after the difabled hi, 
and oblige "her to ſtrike, and call out for Quarters; and 
then ſheer off, and drive away another of the Enemy's 


Ships, that we imagined was coming to RE Aſſiſtance # 


1. Tes. x TS | 11 Wt 


2. What Damages did the Cormuall receive during 


Action? 2 5 


Gave in a Puper which be ail containtdthi Da- 


magen, and which he had ſet down about a Week 
ago from bis own Recollection. TID 5 


Reag It, and Kere Ut into 8 Vit 07 


N 


4 Kean y Rigtig Bbg wwoy us use Ai 
Jeſty's Ship Cornwall, the of fp October,” 1748. 


 Jib Say... 51 L 
N — ns Bow Lines and a Braces Tye 
and Hallyards. FOR 560! r 


Foretopmaſt Stay ſail, Stay and Hallyards 9 5 a 
Foretopmaſt Stay, and Freventer 1 2 03 
Fore Stay falt Hallyards. nar 1; 04 
Fore Stay and Spring Stay. ad: 25 . Kl 

The Collar of the Outer Bob Sy. 2 A, * ve 
Six Pair of Fore Shrouds. HON 
Four Pair of the F n e Shedade and all the 
Back Stays. | 

The F oretopfall re Slüngs, Wege dos nne, 
and Lifts. 

The Fore Braces and Bow-links,.* 1 

One of the Fore n and both the Bunt 
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Lines. 
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One of the F Tate preventer Braces. 
The main Stay and ſpring Staß. 


1 EN 


One Pair oſ the main Shfouds. | 

One of the main Braces, and both of the Prevente 
Braces. 

Both of. the main Bowlines.... WY 

One of the main Sheets, and both the Gers. 

Three Pair of the mizen 3 | 
1 Maintopmaſt.and all the Rigging down u "EY 
and af a the . . cut to 2 by 
ile e TREE 

13h. 1 To „ | Aires 22 


5! | 


* . 18 1 my * * — PL 8 — 


2. Do you 3 that there was any thing left 
undone by me, that ought to have been done, either 
in chacing the Enemy before Action, in attacking 
the Enemy, or in purſuing them — arrange or 
fitting che, eig. if ves ae Wer it to 
the Court? A Fra alder 

. No. n 3 3 53 

Captain Innes. Was Tn not a CLUE bad on your 


 Fort-ſhrouds, after your rival at PertrRepel 2 


oe de 
Were they n > 
A. They were not all condemned, neither can [ 


recollect: how many of them were condemned ; ſome 


of them were, and ſome not. 

2, Do. you remember Captain Taylor's being ſear 
to the Van of the Fleet, in a Boat? 

A. I remember him often going from the Ship i in 


the Barge, during the Time of Action, Du where he 


went I can't tell. "OF FP 
. Do you ee 10 he hag more. than 


ode; before the Conquiſtador had ſtruck the laſt 


Time? 
A It is ſo hang: ago, that I don't remember. 
Q, Whereabouts was your Maintopmaſt ſhot away? 
A. Above the Yard; I believe about nine or ten 


2. Was 


„ 
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2. Was the ſame Maintopmaſt made ſerviceable 
G4 No. e on new 7 Hounds? | 
A Hi 


1755 Prisoner Bew. 

Court. Did you before or during the whole Time 

of Action, by the Rear-Admiral's Countenance, 

Words, or Actions, obſerve any Marks of Fear, 

Confuſion, or any Thing, Ing an Officer, in 
the Day of Battle? 


AH. No- et 2002 bie Rae gen wen 9h 
„ „ "rg 308 Priſaner returned, 
Jede Os _ Then be withdrew, 
Nc Wilkins cara of the Cornyall, 
3 avg; ah ſworn. whe 2; 


Priſoner What Damages did the ab receive 
in her Maſts and Yards in the Action with the Ne 
Squadron, on the firſt of Ofrober, 1748? 


Produced and read 4 Paper, which be ſaid was 4 
Copy of | the Ship's e aten the FOE. 
after, the Action. 


The De feels of bis Mae $ Skip com ces 
by engaging ſeven Sail of Spaniſh Men of War, 
off the, Havannah, the 1/t p October, 1748. 


The Mainmaſt ſhot through, ten F oot above the 
upper Deck 

The Maintopmaſt ſhot away, Adel eighteen 
Foot from the Head; as alſo, Shot through four Foot 
above the Malncap. 

The Foremaſt ſhot through, in the Square of the 
Hounds, in two Places. 

The Head of the Foirupini ſhot through, in 
the Wake of the Rigging. 

The Foretopg gallantmaſt ſhot half bog four 
Inches above the Topmaſt Cap. 

The mizen Maſt ſhot WENT three Foot below | 
the Traffel Freem̃ 

L 2 = he 
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The Bowſprit ſhot through, two Foo within the 
Collar of the Foreſtay: 

The ſpare Foretopmaſt on the Booms, mot almoſt 
aſunder, twenty three Foot from the Head. 

The larboard main Yardarm: ſhot one third a. 
ſunder, ſixteen Foot from the Yardarm, and Top- 
maſt ſtudding Sail Booms, ſhot aſunler. 

The Foreyard ſhot one third aſunder, four Foot 
from the Tarboard jeer Block. | 

The foretopſail Yard ſhot half chrough, eight Foot 

from the ſtarboard Yardarm. 

The mizen Yard ſhot half through, about twelve 

Foot from the lower End. 

The ſtarboard .Gunnel, and ſtring Pieces ſhot 
aſunder in two Places. 

Nine large Shot through the Side, above the middle 
Peck. 

Seven large Shot through 25000 the. main Wale. 

Three large Shot through in the main Wale. 

One under the after lower Deck Port, one between 
the Pumpdils, and one two Foot before the Cheſtree; 
as alſo great Numbers of Grape and Muſket Balls 
in the Sides, Maſts, Yards, Sc. and two large Shot 
thro? the larboard Side; one under the larboard Cat. 
head, and one under the aft Part of the fore Chanel, 
and the foremoſt chain Pump Ceftern, ſhot to 
1 and eight Pillars of the Decks ſhot to Pieces. 

1 FJoſbua Wilkins. 

29. Did not I order” you to make the rough Stick 
into a Topmalt; ſo ſoon as ever Action was over, and 


was it not directly put in hand? 


A. You did, and I immediatly took it in Hand. 

Court. Where was you, during the Action? 

A. Quarter'd below, but came upon Deck, being 
ſent for by the Rear-Admiral, juſt before the Spaniſ 
Admiral bore away, upon. the Maintopmaſt being 
ſhot away. 

ILY Then he withdrew: 

2. Did you either ei or during the whole 
Time of Action, * the Rear- Admiral's Countenancy 

Ords, 
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Words, or Actions, obſerve any Marks of Feat, 


Confuſion, or any Thing unbecoming an Officer 


in the Day oſ Battle? 
A. No, I thought he behaved exec cool 
always. 
Priſoner returned, 
Then he withdrew. 


Rowland Folly Gunner s the Cornwall, foorn. 


Priſoner. In the Action with the Spaniſh Squadron 
on the 1ſt of October 1748, how long might the 
Cornwall engage the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral ? 

A. Better than an Hour and a Quarter. 

9, Was ſhe not within Muſket-ſhot, during the 
whole Action ? | 

A. When we firſt fred upon her, we were within 
Piſtol-ſnot, and before he left us, I could have flung 
a Stone on board her. 

Q: Did not the Cornwall beat the Spaniſh Vice- 
Admiral out of the Line, and did he not bear away 


round, and croud all the Sail he could, and the reſt of 


his Squadron do the ſame? 

A. He did; for he was not above fifteen or twenty 
Degrees from a ſtrait Line upon our Beam, when 
his Stern was towards us, and we fired a Broadſide 
into his Stern. 


2, Finding I could not come up with the Spaniſh 
Admiral again, did not I make after the diſabled 


Ship, and oblige her to ſtrike, and call out for 
Quarters, and then ſheer off and drive away another 
of the Enemy's Ships that we imagined was coming 
to her Aſſiſtance ? 

A. We did ; for I had Orders to come upon Deck 
and get all T bings ready for boarding the Conguiſtador,, 
the diſabled Ship, which had ſtruck and hoiſted her Co- 
ours again; we were then ordered down to our Quar- 
ters again, to get the Larboard Guns ready, becauſe 
there was a Ship coming down to us, to reſcue her; and 


3s ſoon as we had got clear of the Conguifader, we 


L 3 
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fired into that Ship, and ſhe made all the fail ſhe 
could from us. TY dou S831 w 1017 | 
9, What Ammunition was expended during the 
AG Emu ood od adopt} 

A. Produced his Expence Book: In my Expences 
I have put down 461 10b. but upon my Oath we ex- 
pended 4800 lb. I did not charge the Quantity really 
expended. Round Shot, thirty-two Pounders, 179; 
twelve Pounders, 317; fix Pounders, 358; half 
Pounders, 37: Grape ſhot, thirty-two Pounders, 37; 
twelve Pounders, 144 ſix Pounders, 164; double 
headed Shot, thirty-two. Pounders, 50; twelve 
Pounders, 46; Cohorn Shells, 23; Cohorn Shells for 
Muſkets, 84; Muſket-ſhot, 10. 19. 2 1b. 

; Do you know that there was any thing left 


| undone by me, that ought to have been done, either 
in chacing the Enemy before Action, in attacking the 


Enemy, or in purſuing them afterwards, if you do 
declare it to the Court? et yard: 

A. The Smiles and Cheerfulneſs that ſhone in 
Rear-Admiral Knowles's Countenance all the Day, 
thew'd quite the reverſe ; nor do I believe, that if 
the Cornwall had been loaded with Money, in order 


to. Engage him to have avoided the Enemy, that he 


would have taken it. . 
Captann mes. The Spaniſh Ship, which you fan 
coming down to the Relief of the Conguiſtador, was 
ſhe to Windward or to Leeward of you?,,,,Þ 
A. To Windward, I can't ſay ; but ſhe came upon 
„ oS 

Q: Was not your Ship brought up to the Wind, 
when you fired at her? n 
A. I believe not; and my Reaſon is this, when the 


Spaniſu Admiral bore from us, we bore down after 
ing any of our ftarboard Guns 


him, that I could not 
een iS. 6, 
ow long was it, after you, could not bring 
your ſtarboard Guns to bear upon the Spaniſh Admiral, 
that - YOU Hired your, Larboard Guns at the 0 


* 
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pe 1 that was coming to the Relief of the. Con 
quiſta dor. 

A. About a Quarter 6 an Henk 

2. Was the Sun ſet at that Time * ? 

Ai I believe not. 


9. Was you within point blank, or Random-ſhot 


of pr Ship, when you fired at her? 
A, Within Point-blank, I believe. 

9. Did any of the rte Ship's Shot frike the 
Cornwall ?/ 


4. Not where I was s quartered. F 
+ ben be withdrew. 


Captain Brodie, late of the Strafford, | fern, 


Priſoner. On the firſt of Oober, 1748, do you re- 
member the Time of Day we diſcovered the "Spaniſh 
Squadron? „ 

A. Yes, I made the Signal for diſcovering them, 
as I was ſtationed on the Cornwals Larboard-Bow, 
during the Night; I made the Night Signal for dif 
covering them, about break of Day, five o' Clock. 

2. What Situation were the Enemy? s Shi = then in'? 

A. There were five Sail in the South Eaſt Quarter, 
upon my larboard Bow, and three Sail on the ſtarboard 
Bow, to the South and by Weſt, or South South 
Weſt ; I was then the windermoſt Ship of our Squa- 
dron. The five Sail were about three Leagues from 
me; the three about ſix or feven Miles aſtern of them; 
both ſtanding to the Northward, with their ſtarboard 
Tacks on Board. 

Q. Do you remember what Poſition our Squadron 
Way 1s 7, 

p remember the Situation of Part of then 3 the 
Oxford was rather about a Point before my Beam; the 
Canterbury was the lee wardmoſt of the Squadron 3 
there was one Ship, I Jon't know which it was, 
that was 'a good deal Right aſtern of the Cornmall; 
and the other two ſeemed to gie, to be upon the 


Cormoal?'s larboard Quarter. 
L 4 2. Sup- 


— — 


tack in good Order? 


— — Won mn 


———  — a 


(7 . K 1 The Mendes: 9 


<D, - Suppoſe I had made ſail directly on ho Tack [ 
was on, without waiting to form the Line of Batile 
do you think I could have prevented the Enemy's ſe. 
parated Ships fram joining, allowing them to uſe all 
an Means to have done it? 

A. No, I don't think we could, becauſe 1 am very 
ſure their leewardmoſt Ships, i. have weathered 
— z and I was the weathermoſt Ship of the Squa- 

den,, 

Captain Tunes. . was the Wind at that Time? 

A. When we tackt it was at Eaſt; but during the 
Day it veer'd from the Eaſt and by North to the 
Eaſt and by South. 

Queſtion repeated ＋ 

I beſievs tie Wind Wha at Eaſt then, for we laid up 
about ech 

Priſoner. Conſidering the Situation and Motions of 
the Enemy's Squadron, don't you think, by formin 
the Line of Battle on the contrary Tack as did, an] 
making that- ſmall Trip, we gud a  conficerabl 
Advantage of them? 

A. Tes, I think we certainly did 5 for we Sainel 
the Wind of them. 

Captain Innes. I deſire to know whether = we e 
the Wind of them, by our ſtanding to the North. 
ward, or by their running down to their Leewardmol 
Ship pe: 

vs I think. by our making. that Trip; g OT as 


9 ſaid before, "I thought their Leewardmoſt Ships 


would have weather d me. 
Priſoner. How long did we ſtand on the Starboard 


Tack, in making that little Trip we did, and what 


Diſtance might we run ? 


fk believe. we ſtood about half an Hour. and 
1 don- t believe [ went above two Miles to the North 


ward. 


9, When the Sq 1uadron did tack, was not the Line 
of Battle — Lk formed, and did not ER Ship 


3 Yes, 


f ; 


A. Yes, as far as 1 ſaw, the Line was as well form'd 
a Line as I ever deſire to ſee : After we were about, 
the Straſford and Cornwall cheer'd each other. 


Captain Toll. What Diſtance of Time was chere, 


between the Van and the Rear' $ Hacking 2 
A. I really don't recollect. 


Priſoner. About halt an Hour after eight, did I not 
make the Signal tocloſe the Line, haul up my Main- 


fail, and lower my Topgallant. Sails; the ſternmoſt 

Ships being too great a Diſtance from the Center. 
A. Yes, I believe it was between eight and nine. 
When they near'd me, did not I make the 

Signal to lead large, and croud fail again, to get 
quicker up wita the Enemy ? 

A. Yes, I remember the Signal perſe&ly well. 

. About ten o' Clock did not the Enemy ſet 
their Mainſails, and Topgallant Sails, and haul cloſe 
up ? 

'4. Yes they did; I expected they would ſtretch 
ahead in order to double and get Wind ; and I was 
very glad to ſee that we haul'd our Wind, 

9. In about half an Hour, did not the Enemy 
ſhorten Sail again ? 

A. Yes, they haul'd their Mainſail up afrermargs? 

Q: Soon after they had ſhortened Sail, did not 


they alter the Diſpoſition of their Line, by putting 


another Ship aſtern of the Vice-Admiral, and BOY 
the Frigate to Leeward of them? 

A. Yes they did. 

2. Upon this Motion of the Enemy' 8. did I not 
directly change Places with the Lenox, and make the 
Oxford's Signal to quit my Line, and lye as a Corps 
de Reſerve? 

A. I ſaw a Boat go on board, the Lenox, and ſhe 
immediately dropt aſtern of the Admiral; and about 
Noon, by my Watch, I ſaw the Oxford's Signal out 
to Z the Line. 


By mak ing this Alteration in my Line; Add | 


it not become equal to the Enemy's, and J place 


myſelf | 
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myſelf . to tke commanding Admiral of the 


192 


Enemy's Squadron * 
A. It did, and the Admiral and Spaniſh command. 
ing Officer became Oppoſites. 


9. When the Van of my Line ddd ddvamced a 


breaſt of the Enemy, did not the Spaniſh Vice-Ad- 


miral begin to fire upon the 75 ubury and Strafford ? 


A. He did. 

2. Did not the Tilbury return her Fire? 

A. She did directly, and I did not fire a Gun till ten 
Minutes afterwards, which was juſt the Diſtance be- 
tween the SignaPs being made, and their Beginning to 
fire upon us. 

Was any Signal for Battle out then on board 
the Cornwall ? 

A. No, not when the Tilbury began to fire. 

Captain Iunes. Were the Tilbury and Strafford then 
equally diſtant from the Enemy ? 

A. No, I was nearer the Enemy than the 7. ilbury 
was; Ialways kept her open upon my weather Bow. 

. What Diſtance might you be aſtern of the Tit 
bury, when ſhe fired her firſt Shot? 

A. About a Cable's Length and a half, I velleve.” 

Had you not ſeveral Men kill'd on board the 
Strafford, before you return'd the Fire? 

A. I really don't recollect ; I believe there might be 
ſome killed; our Rigging was much ſhot, but can t ſay, 
whether there were any Men killed, or wounded. 

7 ron any of the Shot hull you, before you began 
to re 

ww, 7 don't remember any did, although we were 
near enough for them to hail us, to be ſure, but we were 

a great deal too far for any muſketing, 

* Priſoner. When 1 found the Action thus brought on 
PNG Signal or Orders, did not ee make 
the Signal to lead large? 1 Y 

A. Lou did. 

& 4 By making the Si ignal to lead tie; did 1 not 
give the Warwict an Opportunity ef cloſing the Line 


ſpeedityer, had ſhe 18 ſail and crouded up? - +1 
T „ 
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he A. I did not fee the Warwick at that Time. 
9, When Captain Powlets had thus drawn on the- 
+ Action, was it not the moſt prudent Step I could 
take, to bear down, and endeavour to come to cloſe: 
+ Action as ſpeedily as poſſible ? 
4. A. I think it was. | 

9. Did you ſee the 7 um obey che Signal for 

leading large? 

A. No. | ; | 
en Did I not fire a ſhot at 1 to make her obey 
e- It? 
to 4 1 don't know, I don't remember any; Shot 

fred, | 

9, Finding ſhe did not obey the Signal to lead Jarge, 

did I not ſoon after make her Signal to come to a 
cloſer Engagement ? 

A. Yes, I ſaw her Signal out, and a Signal to come 
o a cloſer Engagement. + . 
9. Did not the Strafford ahead of me, and the 
Lenox aſtern of me, obey the Signal for leading rg 
and bear down with me to the Enemy? | 
A. I know the Strafßford did, but the Cornwall being: 
„between me and the en I don- t know what ſhe 
he dd. | 
9. Did not 1 keep my Mainſail ſet, and every 
be Gail abroad, till I ger into my een abreaſt of the 
Ys * rds : . 
By A. Yes, ſhe came 3 with a Reſolution ad In- 
in repidity, that I can't help mentioning what I faid in 

a Letter I wrote the next Day.—lI was engaged with 
re che Conguiftador, the Vice-Admiral, and the Galga 
re frigate, when the Cornwall came up to my Aſſiſtance 
vith great Reſolution and Intrepidity, and came to 
n very cloſe Engagement Yard-arm and Yard-arm, 
e Nvich the Vice-Admiral and her two Seconds, and 

obliged the Conquiſtador, to ſtrike a ſecond Time, im- 

mediately after her coming up. The Conguiſtador 
ot bad before ſtruck to me, and hoiſted her Colours again, 
jc when ſhe was got upon my ſtarboard Quarter; ſhe 
int ſpread them over the Netting of the larboard 


[ Quarter 
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Quarter, 8 then hoiſted them in the Mizen Shroud 
on the Larboard Side; I was then cloſe by her. 

. 9, As I paſſed by the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships, i in 
my way up to the Vice Admiral, did not they continue 
firing upon me all the way I went? 

A. I ſaw a Fire from the Nm but I could. not 
ſay who it was at. 

9. Juſt before we 1 to engage, did not you ſee 
me haul up my en and lower my 1 
ſails? 

A. Yes, I did; 1 ſaw you ſhorten Sail. 

' 9, Did you not fee the Warwick, during the Action, 
lying along way a- ſtern of the Conguiſtador, with her 
Mainſail up, 1 aback, and T opgal lantſais 
lowered? 


A. I did not take any W of the Warwick, till 


towards 6 o'Clock, when the Cornwall was gone 10 
take Poſſeſſion of the Conquiſtador. 

9. During the Action with the Spaniſb Vice-Admi- 
ral, did not you ſee the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships ſhoot 
up as near as they could to cover their Admiral, 

and keep firing under my Stern at me? 

A. They ſhot up all together, and were in very great 
Confuſion, and kept a en bring, the whole four 
Stege. 

Capt. Ines. Did you ee the Cornwall, Sing the 
Action, ever luff up, with Tons of her Topfails aback? 

A. No. 

Priſoner. While you v were engaging; the Conquiſtain 
was ſhe not ſet on fire? 

A. She was all liens. e 

- 2, Did not ſhe ſtrike OE: after "HEM 

- A. She did. 

A. How long did the Cornwall continue in 1 Action; 

A. About an Hour, I believe, to the beſt of my 

Remembrance. 1 

9. Did not the e bear the Nioe-Admiral out 

of the Line, make him bear away round, and croud 
all the Sail he could ſet; and did he not hoiſt a Biſcay 
Enſign at his Mizen Peek at that Time? 


A. The 


uds 


in 
nue 


not 


ſee 
nt- 


on, 
her 
ails 
till 


10 


ni- 
)ot 
al, 


eat 
ur 


Rear-Admiral K N O LES. 175 
A. The Cornwall did beat Admiral Reggio out of 


the Line; he ported his Helm round, ſet His Mainſail, 
Foretopgallantſail, Spritſail, and Headfails, and one 


Yard-arm of bis Maintopgallantfail : At'the ſame time 


his Mainmaſt I expected to go by the Board every 
Minute ; and I believe, had'it not been for an unlucky 
Shot carrying away the Cornwall's Maintöpmaſt, he 
would not have engaged a Quarter of an Hour longer; 
for I never ſaw People in greater Confuſion than they 
vere, —He then hoiſted a Signal at his Mizen Peek, 
which continued up a little time, while he bore. aways 
and then he took it down again. 

Capt. Innes. Was not the Straſford's F oretopſal- 
yard ſhot down at the ſame Time? 

A. I don't know that the Szrafford's - Foretopſail- 
rard was ſhot away at all; my Maintopſail-yard was 
ap upon the Cap, and continued ſo till the Even- 

till I had an Opportunity to reef the Topmaſt. 


'D. If Admiral Reggio had been inclined to avoid 


the Straſford, was it in the Strafford's Power to have 
renewed the Engagement with him ? | 

A. If he could have avoided the Ace en 1 be- 
believe he would; but the Strafford went better than 
he did, and I bore away immediately after him, when 
nw him bear away, and brought him again to the 
Engagement, and kept engageing with him and the 
other Ship, till the Canterbury came in very ſeaſonably 
to my Aſſiſtance, 

* did Admiral Rigpio continue engaged; 
after he left the Cornwall 2 45 

A. 1 believe, about two Hours. | 

2, Did he keep engaging upon a Wind, or did he 
keep edging away? 

A. They kept away large the whole Time K. en- 
gageing, with the Wind upon the Beam, and abaft 
the Beam; and at 8 O'Clock at Night we were almoſt 
ore the Wind, the Enemy bearing away for the 
Havanna. | 

- Priſoner. Was not the Cormwall within Muſket: ſhot 
of the Vice-Admiral, during the whole Engagement ? 


A. 1 
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Time —!I think it would have been dangerous to have i 
ſent a Boat on board her, without her thortning Sail 


A. 1 ** 3 was, or nearer. 

2 Did — ſee the eee F orelail, ever haul 
up, during, the Action g. 

A. No, I am confident. it Was not z 1405 when 
looked at her, the Foretack was on board, and I faw 
the Gib looſe, and the Spritſail and. Sptitſail- topſail ſet, 
Do you think the Cornwall: could. ever have got 
up into tion again with the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral, 
in the Condition ſhe appeared to you! to be in? 

A. L don't think ſhe could. 3 

Capt. Innes. As Admiral Reggio ad the Straf. 
ford et, the Wind upon and abaft the Beam, and had 
bore away to Leeward before he engaged her, do you 
think that the een Sefer mud would 
not have ſtood? 

A. Les, I believe they would, —He bore away el 
about 10 or 12 Minutes. #1 

Priſaner; When you got up. into Adion with the 
Vice-Admiral again, dan't. you think if I had ſtopped 
the Canterbury to have ſhifted my Flag on board her, 
that the Strafford: would n deen. N beteen: to 
Pieces, or diſabled?ꝰ H t 

oth Yes, I think ſhe 8 10 i'r 

Should I not chen have ag des are Ships 
to t e Enemy 8 one 7 I ; 7850 trick v. 

YO OG 

Capt. Innes. Do you think that the Cornwall 8 Weber 

oar'd boat, could not have row'd and ſail'd faſter than 
the Canterbury at that Time, with all he Sail ſhe had 
out? 

A. J can't fay what the nn went at that 


at that Time. 3 3075 
2, Did not the ſame twelve d Boat! with Cap- 
tain Taylor in her, go to the Van of the Fleet much 
about that Time, without bringing any one Ship to? 
A. It was before that Time; but it was eaſier for 
her to. aha to the Van of- the Fleet than to the e N 
| D220. 7 BOY 
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ly. , becauſe, the Van were under an eaſy, Sail, and 


the Canterbury had. all the Sail out that the could ſet,” 
Could not the Rear-Admiral have ſhifted. his 


I'd 


nl 

au Maintop-maſt was gone? 

8 A. 4 the Boat might have gone on n board 

bt any Ship; ſhe might have gone on board the Canter- 
tury, if the Rear-Admiral would have ſtopped her; 


ral, but 1 ſhould have L* it a Fo. 1 thing g. 


nad 


„ou — . 


4 1 think 2 

After 1 found I cold not get into Addon with 
ice-Admiral, did you not 5 the e ſteer 
rl the Conguitader ? . >” 

n 7 di t: 12007 
Did not you es "another of the Enemy's 8 
Ships ſteering: towards the Conguiſtador, and did not 
he fire at the Cornwall? 

A. 1 fay. another of the Enemy? D Ships bear away, 
I ee. of a Signal which I imagin'd at firſt to 
be, to ſteer to, his A 215 Halal 775 to take 
are of themſelves ; ort his 
Helm, and haul awa pact the oor ox vos 

3 rho he fired at, a5 1 then at a great Diſtance, 1 
_ en't judge. 

2, Do you chink, if the Cornwall had not ' bore 
lown, and taken the 0 anguiſtader, that the biber Shi ip 
night not have: 3 her, and carried her o 
gainſt any Reſiſtance the Yarwick could have made ? ; 


. 
-» 


b ery ill, if they had not. 
| 9. To what. Cauſe. do, ou think it was owing our 
for Net having better 8 in the firſt Part of the 


ws ion mich the Spanifh Squadron, during We ? 


— . —— I EIB . — 


flag on board any one Ship Pede e after his 


A. 1 ſhould have thought they would _ e | 
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A. They were in à very good Line. 


when tie 


Enemy did not run from us 
A. I imagine if the Admiral had ſtopped the Van 
and Center Ships, till the Rear had cloſed, he would 


not have got into Action before Dark, as it was lat 
before the Canterbury came in, after ſhe had Orders to 


make fail a. head, and came down with all the Sail 
ſhe could ſet; neither, do I imagine, that ever the 
Spaniards ſtaid for us, becauſe they kept under {al 
the whole Day, and during the Action, in order to 
Na us nearer to their own Shore, and their ow 
orts, | 


I : | 2: Were 
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5 9. Were not. four of the Spaniards under their 
aq. MW Topſails, and ſome with their Mizentopſails aback, 
moſt of the Day, till the Action began? 

A. I remember but two of them being under their 
leſt N Topſails, the two ſternmoſt of them, and that to keep 
in their Stations; and the Rearmoſt had ſometimes 
the ler Mizentopſail aback. 8 

2. Did not you know that the Warwick's F Foretop- | 
maſt was reefed ? : | 

A. I did not. know | . 5. 

9, If rhe — had ordered the — 
o change Places with the Warwick, and joined the 
Ships in the Center, and ordered the Oxford into = 
Line, might he not have carried down {ix Shi 
eaſt, in a well form'd Line of Battle, to the As 
of the Enemy? _ 

A. I don” 4 know what ſhould have- hindered the 
eren Ships from being in a good Line, if every Man 
tad done all in their Power. 

Q: Could you be a judge at what Hour the Vur- 
ic came into Action? 

A. I never ſaw the Warwick in Action; I faw you 
ire a few Guns, but I never ſaw you in Action. 

Was you upon the yo rows all the Time 
wd the Action? 

A. 1 was, but once that I went Jown to aw why 
ie Upper and Quarter-deck Guns could not be ſup- 
red Pied with Powder, which was while the Conguiſtado ar 
the between me and the Spaniſh. Vice-Admural ; and 
Vas not down five Minutes, 
van 2. At what Diſtance was you from the Gel 
ud hen you ſaw her bring to by the Conguiſtador? 
late J. I was then upon Deck, and took particular No- 
to Nee of it; and believe I * be about three or four 
Gail Miles from her, 
the 2. Did you obſerve whether the Conguiftader or 
ſall Nl brought to firſt ? 
toll 4. I did not; J was in very warm Action myſelf, 
wn ad was very glad to fee the Cornwall had bore away 

ke Poſſeſſion of her, 
ers M 9. What 


780 . Ta 1a of. 
1 What was the Mgt fo: the Line of Bat 


the Night? 407 
A. I dow t recollect. 1 
Mr. Knowles ſay 5, they were e Lib, of 
Qt. If the Rear-Admiral had ſhifted his Flag, could Mi, 
he not, by means of theſe triangular Läghts, and ſend- eng 
ing Boats on board the Ships within reach, have con- che 
tinued to have directed and conducted ſuch Ships? mir 
A. I can't give an Anſwer to any ſuch Queſtion. fde 
Capt. Toll. If the Rear-Admiral, in the Beginning beer 
of the Action, had found any Officer faulty in his 
Duty, was it not his indiſpenſable Duty to have im C 
mediately ſuſpended them then, and appointed other che 
that would have behaved better? you 
A. Yes, I think he might. or F 
Court. What Ships of the hay do you think hall in tl 
ſuffer'd in the Action before Night? 4 


A. The Conguiſtador, and Vice-Admiral Regie Ati 
were damaged in both Mafts, Yards, and Sails; th xs 
others in their Sails and Rigging only, as far as appeal tray 
to me. able 

9. Did the Conguiſtador ſtrike to the Strafferd, i upo1 
Acknowledgment of her Intentions to ſurrender, 0 
becauſe her Colours were ſhot down ? 

A. She ſtruck with Intention to ſurrender, for he 
Colours were not ſhot down, but haul'd down; an 
my People got up and gave her three Cheers. 

Q: Were the Enemy's Ships ſcattered towards t 
Evening, after the Spaniſh Admiral left the Cornwall - 

A. They were ſcattered; the Rear-Admiral was p, 
good way a-head. mem 

9. Could Rear-Admiral Knowles — come Squs 
Action with them, if he had drawn his Ships into 
Line of Battle in the Night? 

A. No, it was impoſſible; there could have been 
more than three Ships together. | 

9. How long be ore the Admiral did you begin! 

e ? 
ous 16 or 17 Winne, by my Watch. 


E 


Ho 


e in 
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2 How long was ybu engaged with che Con quifta- 
tr, the Gulgu, and the Spaniſh Admiral? 

A. From the firſt of their Bring at me, to the Time 
of the CornwalPs coming to ſecond tre, that is 10 
Minutes after they fired at me, befor the Signal to 
engage was made; and 16 or 17 afterwards, before 
the Cornwall came in and engaged the 8 mh Ad- 
miral.— The Conquiſtadur ſtood but a few Brbad- 
fides, ſhe Pebarel very badly, or would never have 
been drove out of the Line ſo ſoon as they Were. 

Priſoner withdrets. 

Court. As you have been in feveral Actions with 
the Rear Admiral, you will inform the Court whether 
you ever ſaw him ſhew any. Marks of Feat, Confuſion, 
or Paſſion, or behave any wiſe erat an Officer | 
in the Station he bore? f 

A. No, very far from it; I ous been in ſeveral 
Actions with him, and never knew any Perſon cooler, 
kſs confuſed, or void of Paſſion; nor did be ever be- 
tray any Marks of Fear, and was particularly temark- 
able for being moſt accurate in Signals; and I look 
upon him to be a brave and gallant Officer, and moſt 
zealous for the Service of his King and Country. | 

| Then he withdrew. 
 Prijoner returned. 


cia Clarke, late of Bi Majeſty 5 Ship the Can- 


terbury, worn. 


 PHonty On the 1ſt of Ober, 1948, do you re- 
member che Time of Day we ciſooversd the Spun 
Squadron? 

A. About o Clock in the Mornitt 

2. Whar Situation were the Enemy e tet? 

A. There were five Sail upon Os Weather Bow, 
and three more right a-head of the: Canterbury—The 
five Sail S. E. neareſt, about three Leagues, and the 
three Sail about five Leagues. 0 

2, Do you rermembet \ whit Nene our dun Scha- 


dron Was ** 
NM 2 A. The 
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1 The Oxford, right a-head of the Cornwall ; the 
Strafford, upon the Cornwall's Weather Bow; the 


Canterbury, a little abaft the CornwalPs, Lee Beam, 


about a Mile diſtant; the Warwick, about a Mile and 
half a-ſtern of the Cornwall; as to the Lenox and Til. 


Bury, Jam not ſure whereabouts they were. 


2: Suppoſe I had made Sail directly on the Tack 1 
was on, without waiting to form the Line of Battle, 


do you think I could have prevented the Enemy's ſe- 


parated Ships from joining, allowing them to uſe all 
poſſible means to have done it ? | 


A. I think you could not. 


8 4 , 


Qi: Conſidering the Situation and Motions of the 
Enemy*s}Squadron, don't you think, by forming the 
Line of Battle on the contrary Tack as I did, and mak- 
ing that ſmall Trip, we gained a conſiderable Advan- 


tage of them? 


A. I think you dic. 3 
Capt. Innes. After the Enemy had joined their Ships, 
if they had formed their Line and: waited for us, as 
they afterwards did ; if we had continued to ſtand to 


'the Southward, ſhould we not have brought on Action 


ſooner than we did? | 

A. To be ſure we ſhould. : 
2 Did we gain the Wind of the Enemy, by. mak- 
ing our ſmall Trip to the Northward, or by the Ene- 
my's bearing away to join their Ships to Leeward? 

%S . 8 
Priſoner. What is your Opinion, if the Enemy's five 
Sail had ſtood: on to the Northward, and had an In- 
clination to. have given up their three Leewardmoſt 
Ships, and I had continued to ſtand on to the South- 
ward, when I had come near the three Sail, if they 


had ſeparated, might I not have been foil'd in the Pur- 


ſuit of them both ? 


A. I think if you had followed them in a Line, you 
could have taken. but one of them, provided the three 


Sail had diſperſed ; and the Body of the Squadron 
might have got off, as it would have been ſo much 


ater in the Day before you could have followed them. 


Capt. Toll, 


the 


m, 
ind 
Til- 


k I 
le, 
ſe- 
all 


the 
the 


ward, how near could we have fetched to the five 
Weathermoſt Ships, if _ had continued to have 
ſtood on to the Northward ? 47 

A. As near as I can judge, about four or five Miles; ; 
they were three Leagues diſtant, and about two Points 
upon our Weather Bow. 

2, When we had racked to the Southward, how far 
was the Van of our Squadron from _ Enemy, who 
were then joined 5 4 

A. About two or three Leagues, Ii imagine. 11 

Priſoner. When the Squadron did tack, was not the 
Line of Battle compactly formed, 1 did Dot very 
Ship tack in good order? 

A. Very well formed, and every Ship chck'd in good 
order. 

9. When the Van of my. Line was advanced — 
of the Enemy's, did not the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral be- 
gin to fire upon upon the n and W And 

A. Yes, he did. © 

From the Time of racking, to the Time of the 
Enemy? s firing upon the T#bury and Straffard, was not 


every thing done in your Opinion that oh be done, 


to get up properly with the ome; ah 
A. In my Opinion, it was. 


Was any Signal out for Battle on board . 


Rear. Admiral, when the T; 1 returned wp N $ 
Fer Wt 

A. No. 

9. When I found the Ace thus W on with- 
out Signal or Orders, did I not III make 
the Signal to lead large? 

A. Yes, you did—the St. George's Enſign at the 
Mizen Peek.” 

9. By making the Signal to lead large, did not | 


give the Warwick an Opportunity of cloſing the Line 


more f. peedily, had he oy her Totes . and 
crowded up? | 
A4. Without doubt. 8 eee 
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Capt. Toll. If we had formed our Line to the South- 
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e Tian, 
L „2. Was f not eehe Wind large enough for her to have 
one it? 
| 4 — It was; for my audeing Sail ſtood when I fet 
em. 
Capt. Ts. At what Time. did you fer your ſtud- 
— n 
A. As near as I can recolledt, about 11  &'Clock— 
wy I am not certain. 

- Priſoner. As the Signal for Leading ons: was made 

twice, do you think the Wind was large enough both 
Times for the Warwick to have ſer ſtudding Sauls ? 

14 IT do think it was. 78. 

Capt. Innes. About the laſt Time that Signal was 
| made, was you not nere, a-head by a Boat from 
| the Admiral? 
| A. That Signal 1 was ade above half paſt 23 and the 
| "'Þ Sox Gb net'come on. batrd me til] about 4. 

. 9. Was that Signal made before or. ae the — 
commenced? 
A. After the Ti Bury bad en 
J. Was there any Shift Va ak the Time 
tha Signal was made, to the Time 2 _ m_ Or- 
ders to go ahead? =» | J 
A. I don't recollect any. 1 135 5 
2, Did che Canterbury ſet her ſtudding Sails, i in_or- ¶ Adm 
der to get a-head, when ſhe was ordered to do ſo? the 
A. V was then very near the ſternmoſt Ship of che I beat! 
Enemy, and thought ſtudding Sails very improper I 7. 
Sails to be made uſe of, but had every other Sail out. leve | 
Priſoner. -When Captain Powlett, had thus draun . 2, 
on the Action, was it not the molt prudent Step I could I Vice- 
take, to bear down, and endeavour to: oom $0 clole ¶ you t 
Action as ſpeedily as poſſible?? Time 
A. I think it was, in order to ſuppo ort her. A. 
2 As I paſſed by the Enemy's fieramolt Ships, in © Co: 
my Way up to the Wice-Adrviiral did not they con- I Ship 
tinue firing upon me all the Way I went? dun-{i 
A. They did, at the Cornwall and Lenox, A. 
2. Juſt before we began to engage, did not 85 fee dun- ſ 
me haul up my Mainſal, and lower my Topgallant- MW 
fails ? A. I 


A. I can't ſay I did. 
9. Did you not ſee the Warwick, during * Action, 


lying a long Way a- ſtern of the Canterbury, with her 
Mainſail up, Maintopfail aback, and Topgallantſails 


lowered? 
A. 1 ſaw her with her Mainſail. up, her Maintopſail- 


— IM yard ſquare, but I don't remember any Thing about 
her Topgallantſails; and ſhe lay ſo about half an 


ade Hour. 


oth i Capt. Tunes. Whereabouts was the Canterbury at that 


Time? 
A. Within Jeſs than half a | Catle's Length a ſtern of 


vas the Warwick. 
om Court. How were the Canterbury s Sails then? 
A. The Mainſail haul'd up; Maintopſail aback ; 
the I Topgallantſails lowered upon the Cap; and all the 
mall Sails haul'd down. 
ion M Pripner. During the Action with the Spaniſh Vice- 
Admiral, did not you ſee the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships 
doot up as near as they could to cover their am. 
me and keep firing under my Stern, at me? 
r- A. ILſaw them ſhoot up, and faw them fire, but can't 
tell at whom. Fae i 2 ih Vi 
Don't you e when an ice- 
or- — * — of che Line, and crouded all 
the Sail he could ſet, that it was the Cornwall that 
he ¶ beat him out of the Line? 
xr i A. As ſhe was the Ship oppoſed againſt her, ] be- 
ut. leve it was. 
n 2, While the Corucvall was engaging the Spaniſh 
id MW Vice-Admiral, to the beſt of your Judgment, don't 
We — think ſhe was within Maſket-ſho " ue whole 
_ 2 
A. I think ſhe was. 
in Comrec+ At what Diſtance was the „ 
N- Lo the Enemy from the fouthermaſt af them at 
un- ſet? 
A. I don't know what ne of the Calga: At 


ee dun- ſet 8 were n of them 3 baſides their 
N : M4 014724} eee 
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eee 
Hexr-Admiral, Sho was a quarter of a Mile ahead of 
thoſe four. 

9; When I went betyeen Captain Brodie and the 
Enemy, there were three of them together; afterwards 
a fourth ſhot up; and they began to ſeparate about 
o Clock, when I had only the Vice-Admiral remain- 
ing to engage with. _ 

of young Did you ſee the Cornwall's F oreſail ever 
haul'd up during the Action ? 

A. I did not. | 

2 Did you ever fe the Cornwall haul out of the 
Line during the Action?̃ 

A. No. 

Was not the Guo 8 Maintopmaſt thor away 
during the Action? | 

A. It was. 
| 2 Was not t the ——_ Sand for chacing to lee- 

ward made, after the Enemy were put to aſc * 

Fo 

98. While the Span Vice-Admiral was crouding 
to get off; do you think the Cornwall, in the Condition 
ſhe was, could ever have got up with her gain! 2 

A. I think ſhe could not. 

2; When you got up. into Action with the Vice- 
Admiral, don't you think, if I had ſtopped the Car- 
- terbury to have ſhifted my Flag on board her, that the 


Strafford would have been ſoon denten to Pieces, or , 
diſabled ? - 1 52 : 
A. 1 think i it's very rolls. not 
2, Should I not then have had two difabled Ships to dur 
the Enemy's one? Lin 
- A. Yes. | bel | | * 


Capt. Fees. Was there any Occaion to have ſtopped Eng 
the Canterbury, for the Admiral to have got on board Rez 


her, as the Admiral's 12 oar'd Boat could have row'd cou 
and failed faſter than any Ship ot either Squadron at that C 
Time failed ? . 4 

A. It depends upon the Time the Admiral's Boat 4 
put off; I then went about five. Knots, as I judge. Squ 


E Did not Captain Taylor, in the Admiral's Boat, 


alter 
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after that, paſs by the Canterbury, to the Van of the 
F leet ? Ways 7 
A. I ſaw no Boat paſs by, after I began to 
9, What Sail did _ Spaniſh ines Admin. 
Spamſp ws pa in general fight nd after you came = 
with them 


A. Under cheir Foreſails, Topf, Topgallant 
ſails and ſmall Sails. 


2, Had the Spaniſh vier- Adr his Topgallane- 


fails ſet, or his Mainſail ? 


7 


A. His Foretopgallantſail ſet, part of his Maintop- . 


gallantſail looſed, and his Mainſail up. 

Priſoner. Do you think the Spam Vice-Admiral 
would have ever ſhortned any Sail, after he firſt began 
to run, orſuffered any Ship to have come up with him, 


if he could have avoided it, but in order to ſuccour his 


Rear, whom you were attacking ? 

A. I believe if he could have carried all his Ships off, 
he would. 

2, Did you ſee the Cornwall ſteer after the Cong 
tader ? 
A. No. | 
A When the Enemy were flying and diſperſed i in 


the Night, if I had ſhifted my Flag on board any other 


Ship, could I have conducted any 2 than the __ 
Ship, I had been on board of ?' | , 

A. I think not. 

. To what Cauſe do you think it was owing, our 
not 


aving better Succeſs in the Action with the Enemy 


Line the Time Way: — in Battle: in the 
ine ? 

A. To the Van of the Fleet not com ing to a oaths 
— agreeable to their Orders; and to the 
Rear not n the Center with all the Sail they 
could. | 

Capt. Toll. What Time did you get into Action? 

A. A little after 5 o' Clock. 

9. What Diſtance was you. from the Van of our 


4. As 


zn at that Eve r. 
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A. As near as T ean judge about a Mile and half, 
or two Miles. 


©; What Diſtance was you from the Van of our 


Squadron at 40 Clock? 
A. About a League, 6b Hug 66 Ten þ judge. - 


Court, When the general Signal was made for chives 


ing to lee ward; did all the Ships of our Squadron obey 


it, or what Ships did ? 
A. I don't recollect; Fean't el any Thing of thoſe 


a-ſtern of the Admiral. 


Did the Spaniſb Squadron, at that Time, a 


away right before the Wind, when the Signal to chace 
to leeward was made; or how did they go? —- 
A. The Spaniards bore away, 1 Believe before chat 
Signal was \made. 

Q. Did they continue to bear: away righr before it, 
or how? 
A. They went u large, above- twenty Mines, 
as near as I can judge. 

9. Did they- fteer for their Port of Havana, or 
ſtand in towards the Shore? 

A. After they bore away, they hauled up again, and 
ſtecred about Sourh,” in forthe unn, 5 


Court earn” tall To omorrow w Morning 9 „ 


Clock. 


Tuſdan, 19 3 1749 


Parties admitted. 
Preſident ſaid, ſomething had been mentioned Yeſter- 
" by Mr. Knowles and Mr. Innes, which he ſhould 
e the Opinion of the Court upon; and therefore 
ordered he 80 Court to be cleared. 
- All Parties withdrew. 
The Preſident obſerved to the Court; * Mr. 


Knoewles ſaid —_— that having examined ſeveral 
Witneſſes 


"Then be withdrew. | 


oo RT met according to Adjournment. —All 


— — 2 2—⅜  _—eIE ——__> 


call only one or two more; otherwiſe, he had a 
Number more of Witgeſaes to examine ; the t 


deſired the Opinion af the Court thereupan ; and they 
unanimouſly agreed in the following Opinion; 


That three or four credible Wirgeifes are ſufficient | 


to give them all neceſſary Information to any Fact; 

but they leave it entirely to Mr. K2qwles, to call what 

. of Witneſſes he Judges er to his De · 
nce. 


Captain Innes, and others of the Captains who exhibited 


the Charge againſt Mr. Knowles, had mentioned, at the 


Time of cloſing the Evidence far the Crown; that if 


we at liberty to call Evidence in Relation thereto; and 


that Captain Janes Yeltesday renewed his Requeſt — 


that Point. | 
The Court unanimouſly agreed thereupan, 
To admit Evidence to be produced to any new Mat- 
ter that may have ariſen in the Courſe of the Defence, 
to which Evidence was not given in the Courle of the 
Examination of the Witneſſes, for the Crown. 
All Parties admitted. 
The above Minutes of Proceedings, and Reſolutions, 


read. 
Wi tneſſes called, 


Lieutenant William Galbraith, we an beard 
the Cornwall, ftoorm: h tered an the Poop. 


Priſoner. Do you remember how long the Cormwal! 
might have been in Action when ſhe engaged the Spa- 
nſþ Vice- Admiral, on the 1ſt of fe 17489. 

A. More than an Hour, I think; 

E 2 b ſhe not within eras all the while? ? 

2 es. 
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Witneſſes to each. Poing of the Charge, if the Coum 
were ſatisfied, and thought them ſufficient, he would 


Then the Preſident took notice to the Court, of chat 


any new Matter ſhould ariſe, they hoped they ſhould 
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Stern- Gly, and ſhew on the ent and Canter- 
pps age W oy a-ſtern'?. 043 be 
APs 
2 Did not the Baan 8 emol Ships come up 
to ſuccour their Admiral, egy ny 1 keep _— 
the Cornwall ? 
A. Yes, they did, while we were going down, and 
while we were engaged too „et 
2. When the tador was on fire, did 1 not 
order a Body of Soldiers off the Poop and Quarter- 
deck upon the Forecaſtle, to keep firing upon the Sa- 
nards, who were Nr to extin youre the 
F 4 Se 
A. Admiral en ordered ſome Soldiers from the 
Poop, and Quarter-deck to the Foretaſtle, and ordered 


F383 11 * vt 3 3 


thoſe who remained with me to fire upon the Spaniards 


who were endeavouring to put out the Flames. 

' 8, Did not the Cormuull b beat the Spaniſh Vice-Ad- 
uina out of the Line, and did not he eee i the Sail 
he could to get off? 6 — 

A. Tes, he beat the Spaniſh Admiral out of the 7-8 
and the Spaniſh Admiral then ſet a great deal more 

Sail than he had when he began to engage. 


2. Did not the * —_— _— _ ecm | 


CDT iS 4 Þ 


1 ? 

A. They did. LS 24 

When the — was ati after the 5 Par 

niſb Admiral, did not you hear me order a Flag, and 
ſome Signal Pendants to be put in the Boat, and tell 
Captain Taylor, I would hoiſt my Flag on board her? 

A. Yes, I did; and I aſked: Mr. Kxowles to take 
me on board the Canterbury with him, at the fame 
Time. We YT ONS 
Capt. Tunes. Where be uts was s the Warwick at that 
Tame ef: C5 ws * 

1 don- t recollect. 8 

2, Where was the FINE, then? 

A. To the beſt of my — 25 a bend of us. 

9," Could not the Admiral, if he Rad had a Mind, 
have * on board the Lenox at that Time? 41 


242 
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A. I can't ſay. e un 9 
Priſoner. . Did not you hear Captain E Taylor deſire 
me not to ſtop the Canterbury, for if I did, Captain 


Brodie, who was then engaged with the Vice en 


would be diſabled, or beat to Pieces? 


A. I heard Captain Taylor deſire the Admiral; hoe 


to go on board the — z and deſired him, at 
the ſame time, to look at the Strafferd, which had 
two Ships upon her. 


2, Finding the Cornwall could not come up with 


the Enemy again 3 did ſhe not. en after thin 9 5 | 


tador 2 

A. She did. 

2, Did I not order every 5 Thing to be got ready for 
boarding her? 

A. Yes. 

9. As I was ranging up her 8 in order to 
board her; did ſne not ſtrike her Colours, lower her 
Ports, and call out for Quarters? 

A. She lowered her Ports, and called out for Quar- 
ters; but as to ſtriking her Colours, I don't remem- 
ber to have ſeen any of them come down. When we 


came down alongſide, I did not ſee any Colours; there 


were Colours in her Mizen Shrouds, when we engaged 
her, after the Spaniſh Admiral. nt 
2, Immediately after, did I not ſheer off, and. fire 


at another of the Enemy's Ships, that was coming to- 


wards her, and did ſhe not ws. leer _— ee 


Courſe? 
+ Ia: 


2, Did you. not call of — he — to me, 0 


the Action, and tell me, we ſhould be on board _ 
Spaniſh Admiral? 

A. Yes, I did, ad Mr. Knowles anſwered, Well, 
800 on board as faſt as you can. 

Mr. Knowles declared, he bad no more eine 
to examine: And read that Part of his 
fence, wbich relates to what paſſed the Mern- 

5 * e ad. e Nan N Clarke's 

coming 
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Wad 0 Gehge-und they 


coming on board the Cornwall, and aftarivards. 
And alen ee Arber 11. 


' Captain Taylor, Captuia Clarke, Caprain Brodie, and 
tain Trelawney, called in 


Thar Part of che Priſorne*s Defence from A to © 
refpeRtively atteſted to the 
— what is therein faid to have paſſed in their Pre- 
ence 
Captain Taylor mand the reſt eee 
Capt. Innos. The Day after the Action, when it is 
faid this Converſation happened, did not the Rear- 
Admiral ſend the Canterbury and Warwick, under the 
Command of Captain Pow/err in the Ti/hury, and per- 
haps ſome others, in Shore, to Geftroy” the Spanif 
Vice-Admiral ? __ 
A. I believe there might be ſome Ships detach'd; 


Cap 


5 but whether under Captain Poet, or not, I can' 


' A Wer not theſe Skips afterwards called back by 
gn | 
A. I know nothing of any Signal being made. a 


E. Was it in the Morning or Afternoon, chat Capt. 
Powlett ſent a Letter to deſire Court · Martial 8 


A. I don't know, 
Q: Was you not in the Gull ry, along with the Rear- 
Admiral and myſel{ when Captain Pdww{er7*s firſt Lieu- 


tenant; Mr. Neale, game on | with the Letter de- 


firing. a Court-Marrtial ? 
A. TI believe I might be in the Gallery; but I don't 


remember any thing about the Court- Martial. 


2, Did the Rear- Admiral, upon receiving a Letter 
from Captain Powlett, for a Court- Martial, itnmediately 


tear it? 1 ET PE gt 
The Prijener produced the 8 7 
Witneſs «withdrew. 


Mr. Knowles ee the. Cours, be had no more 


Witneſſes to call; then read ſome Obſervations upon 
e everal Articles | of the Charge apainſt bim, and 
in bis Defence; and then — into Cour. = 

a0 bolt 


t. 


obne a __ dr in ee, ae 
 faming as follow £51.35 | 
Gentlemen rs 
Have heard wich Attention dhe — extibicat a- 

1 gainſt me, as well as che Teſtimonies and 

— which have been offered in Support of it. 


And tho' I am not inſenſible, bare — oe in 
general are of lirtle Efficacy towards clearing a Man's 


Innocence, yet there is ſomething ſo very peculiar in 
my Caſe, that I find it impeſſible for me to preceed to 
my Defence without firſt mentioning to the Court, how 


greatly I was aſtoniſhed, upon my Arrival at Spithead, 


to receive ſo unjuſt and ſo unexpected an Accuſation; 
I ſay, unexpected an Accuſation, becauſe no Admiral 


who had obtained a Victory, and received publick 


Marks of Approbation and Applauſe, would have er- 


peed, ſo many Months after, to have found a Charge 


made up againſt him ſo injurious to his Reputation. 
and the Honour of the Flag he bore. 

A commanding Officer: Actions in Battle ſtand ih 
the moſt conſpicuous Light; and the Superiority of his 


Rank renders him more liable to Reproach bor Miſ- 


carriages than any inferior Officer. 


If then my Conduct in this Action had been the leaſt 


diſhonourable,.-can it be imagined that it could have 
remeined a Secret in the Squadron, or to the People of 
Jamaica? And if they had knownit to be ſo, by what 
Motive could they be influenced to ſacrifice that rigo- 
rous Sincerity, for which they are characteriſed, to an 
idle Complaifance ? If it ſhould be ſuggeſted, chat the 


People in general might be impoſed — led into 


ſo groſs a Miſtake, can it be conceived that the Gover- 


nor, Council, and Aſſembly, Gentlemen ſure of ſome 


Penetration and Character, ſhould likewiſe be drawn into 
the ſame Credulity ? And this, when they had daily 

portunities of converſing with the Officers and Men 
belongiag 00 all the Ships of the Squadron (except the 
Lenox) who were concerned in the Action, and particu- 
_ with three of thoſe Centlemen, who are ſince be- 


come 
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come my en ls there any Thing here is looks 
like Conſiſtency ? Is there the leaſt Prob ility, nay, I 


know not why I ſhould heſitate to aſk, is there even a 


F lity that all this could have happened 5 
then is that Charge — — which upon the 

firſt View, before I deſcend to particular Facts and 

Teſtimonies, comes forth atte with e n 


Abſurdities. 430 
To a Man thus banken of the full Duchexe of his 


Duty, thus congratulated and applauded, you will 


eaſily imagine, Gentlemen, how unexpected and ſur- 


prizing it muſt be, to find himſelf loaded with Re- 
proaches for that very Conduct, which was juſtified by 


Succeſs (a Criterion which commonly guides Mankind 
in the Eſtimation they make of any Undertaking.) 


The Succeſs indeed was not compleat, but 5 ſhall 
preſently demonſtrate, that this Deficiency muſt. be 
placed to the Account of theſe my Accuſers, who con- 
ſcious of their own- bad Behaviour, and dreading an 
Enquiry, were Sides to ſhelter ere under this 


Recrimination. 


With the court 8 Leave 1 mal now w c to 8 
Defence . 


N Friday che jos of September, 1708. being 
a cruizing with his Majeſty's Ships, Cornwall, 
T bury, Oxford, Warwick, Strafford, 6,7 Canterbury, 


| between the Havanna and the 7 ortuga Bank, about 11 


o' Clock in the Forenoon, I was joined by the Lenox, 


Captain Holmes, and ſeveral Merchant ie under his 


Convoy, bound for England. 

When Captain Holmes came on board, he informed. 
me that the Day before he had fallen in with eight Sail 
of Spaniſh Men of War, one of whom took a Ship un- 
der his Convoy. After acquainting all the Captains 
with this agreeable Piece of Intelligence, I ordered 
every one to get their Ships ready for Action, and went 
in queſt of the Enemy, (as we dined with Captain Innes 


* er, I explained the Manner how I intended to 


make 
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make my Attack, and recommended it to each Cap- 


tain to be as cloſe as poſſible, as I had done ſeveral 


Times before during the Cruize) we ſtood all Night 
over to the Cuba Shore, with our Topſails and Courſes; 
and on Saturday, Oclober the iſt, about 5 O'Clock, 
juſt before Break of Day, the Officer of the Watch 
came down into my Cabbin, and acquainted me, ny 


ſaw ſome ſtrange Ships upon the Weather Bow, which 


he fancy'd were the Enemy. I immediately ordered 
him to turn all Hands out, and get the Ship cleared, 
and haſtened upon Deck as faſt as poſſible. --- The In- 
ſtant I got there, I ordered the Mainſail to be haul'd 
up, and the Maintopſail to be backed, till 1 had diſ- 
covered them myſelf, and looked round me to ſee the 
Situation of my own Squadron. e 
The Strafford upon my Weather Bow, and the Ox- 
ford a-head of me diſcovering them, burnt ſeveral 


falſe Fires; upon which I immediately ordered the 


Oxford's Signal to be hove out for her to come nearer 
me, ſhe being then about a Mile and a half a-head of 
me. | „ ; - „ 

The Enemy I ſaw were ſtanding to the Northward, 
with their Starboard Tacks aboard; five Sail bore be- 
tween the S. E. and S. E. by S. about three Leagues 


' diſtance, and three Sail more were diſcovered preſently 


after, half a Point upon the Lee Bow, and about four 
Miles a-ſtern of the others. The five headmoſt Ships 
diſcovering us-bore down, and in about eight or ten 
Minutes hauled their Wind again. 
Obſerving by the Poſition of my Squadron, that I 
could form the Line of Battle upon the other Tack 
with more Diſpatch than as I lay, and that by mak- 
ing a very ſmall Trip, I ſhould infallibly gain the Wind 
of the Enemy, I immediately made the Signal to wear, 
and before the Ship was well wore round, threw out 
the Signal for che Link of Battle. , 


At Sun: riſe (exactly) the Enemy tacked, and pre- 

{ently after bore away to join the other Ships to Lee- 

ward; upon which I made the Signal for the Van of 

the Fleet to make ſai}, and looſed my * 
| N : an 
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| ſooner or better formed. 


. tacked directly, and the other wore, having miſſed 
| Stays, and the Snow made the beſt of her way off. 


and began to croud, the Ships being all got into their 
Stations, which I muſt ſay they were exceeding expe- an 
ditious in doing, and I never ſaw a Line of Battle be: 
To the beſt of my Judgment, the Squadron might ag: 
ſtand about a League upon the Starboard Tack ; when put 
ſeeing we could near weather the Enemy, I made the tur 
Signal to tack, and for the Ship that led on the Star- Lit 
board Tack, to continue to lead on upon the Lar- to 
board, that no Time might be loſt, and hailed ſome me. 
of N in paſſing by me, to make all the fail they 
could. " 7 | 4 
A little before 8 the Spanih Admiral ſhortned fail, 
made a Signal, and began to form his Line of Battle ; 
and ſoon after fired two Guns, which I apprehended 
were for' the two Leewardmoſt Ships to tack, as one 


Soon after we tacked, I ordered the Boats to be 
hoiſted, out, and directed all but. two to be ſent on 
board the Tender ; but by Accident they were every 
one let adrift, except the twelve oar' d Barge ; and as 
they had no Men in them, I would not loſe Time in 
ſtopping to take them up again. | 

At half paſt 8 o'Clock I made the Signal to cloſe 
the Line (the ſternmoſt Ships being at too great a 
Diſtance) ſo ſoon as ever they neared me, which was 
about half paſt 9, I made fail again, and threw out 
the Signal to lead large, in order to get up with the 
Enemy as quick as poſſible, who were at this Time go- 
ing about a Point from the Wind, moſt of them under 
their Topſails and Foreſails, and the greateſt Part of 
my Squadron with all the Sail they could croud. The 
Wind leſſening about 10 o'Clock, the Enemy ſet their 
Mainſails and Topgallantſails, and hauled cloſe up, 
from whence I concluded their Deſign was to ftretch 
a-head of me, and endeavour to gain the Wind, there- 
fore I ordered the Signal for leading large to be taken 
in, and repeated the Signal for the Line upon a 3 
5 ) an 
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and hauled up directly. At half paſt 10 ſaw the Land, 


bear ing about S. E. by >. | ; 


In leſs than half an Hour the Enemy ſhortned fail 


again, and altered the Diſpoſition of their Line, by 
putting another Ship a-ſtern of the Vice-Admiral, and 
turning the Frigate to Leeward of them; upon which 
I immediately ſent away my Boat on board the Lenox, 
with Orders to Captain Holmes to exchange Places with 
me, and made the Sigpal for the Oxford to quit my 


Line, and lay as a Corps de Reſerve, to aſſiſt whatever 


Ship might be hardeſt preſt. By making this Alte- 
ration, my Line became equal to the Enemy*s, and I 
became oppoſite to the commanding Admiral, as I 
Intended, 13 

At Noon a Squall of Wind and Rain obliged the 
Squadron to take in their Topgallantſails, but in a few 
Minutes it fell almoſt calm (when we ſet them again) 
and it continued calm near half an Hour : The Enemy 
at this Time were in cloſe Line of Battle upon the Lee 
Bow, about two Miles and a half diſtance, the Van of 
their Line bearing S. half E. and the Rear S. half W. 
neareſt”; what little Air of Wind there was, was about 
E. and the Ships ſteering S. S. E. | 


Very light Breezes, the Ships going about a Knot | 


and a half or two Knots ; at 2 O Clock I ſent away 


my Boat, with a Midſhipman in her, aboard the Ox- 
ford, to order Captain Toll to make fail up to the Ti- 
bury, and give Captain Powlett Aſſiſtance againſt the 
Rear-Admiral's Ship, ſo foon as we ſhould begin to 
17 becauſe ſhe apprared a larger Ship than the 
bury. | 5 
A little hefore 3, the Van of my Line being advanced 
ſome what beyond the Center of the Enemy's, the Sa- 
"þ Vice-Admiral hoiſted a Danes Flag at his Main- 
opmaſt-head, and fired at the Strafford and Tilbury, 
s did the Rear-Admiral, and the Ship that lay in the 
Line between them z upon which the Tilbury, Captain 
Powlett, immediately entered into Action, which ſur- 
przed me not a little, as I had not made the Signal 
or Battle, but was waiting for the two ſternmoſt Ships 
N | N 2 coming 
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coming up to cloſe the Line: When finding the Action N E. 
thus brought on, contrary to my Intentions, I inſtantly an 
hauled down the Signal for the Line upon a Wind, ta 
and repeated the Signal to lead large again, and bore 
away round myſelf to get cloſer to the Enemy, as I pe 
plainly ſaw by the dropping of the Shot we were at much up 
too great a Diſtance to do Execution. The Tilbury not Sa 
minding the Signal, I ordered a Shot to be fired at her; I an 
nevertheleſs. ſhe continued her firing, tho' the Signal M © 
| was not yet made to engage. I then threw out the bu 
= Signal for Battle, and her particular Signal to come to gre 
a cloſer Engagement, and fired three more Shot at EY 
Captain Powlett to make him go nearer, but to no hin 
Purpoſe. EL | | | 
Ihe Strafford, Captain Brodie, the next Ship to the M tho 
| | Tilbury, obſerved the Signal, and bore down, and ſoon M Or, 
a after began to engage, and had the Fire of the Vice M © 
| Admital, his ſecond, and the Frigate for ſome time; 
and the Enemy's three ſternmoſt Ships began firing 
upon me, ſome giving me two, three, or more Broad- 
| ſides as I paſſed them, but few of their Shot doing 
any Execution. I did not return a Gun for more 
than a Quarter of an Hour, and then only a few Shot 
were fired accidentally at the Ship a-ſtern of the Ad- 
miral, which I preſently put a Stop to. 
About a Quarter before 4, being got within Piſtol- 
ſhot of the Vice- Admiral, I ſprung my Luff, and made 
the Signal for the Line upon a Wind again, hauled up 
my Mainſail, lowered my Topgallantſails, and began to 
engage him as ſmartly as poſſible. I had not been long 
in Action, before I took Captain Taylor and Captain 
_ Frelawney into the Stern Gallery, and ſhewed them the 
Warwick and the Canterbury a long way a- ſtern, the 
Warwick lying with her Mainſail up, Topgallantſails 
lowered, and Maintopſail aback ; and the Canterbury 
with her Maintopſail aback, and Topgallantſails low- 
ered, being obliged to ſhorten ſail to keep her Station 
a-ſtern of the Warwick: Upon which I ſent away my 
Boat, with Orders for the Warwick and Canterbury, to 
make all the ſail they could, and get along ſide of the 
85 EY en = | Enemy, 


Enemy, and alſo threw out their reſpective Signals, 

and when the Boat got on board the Canterbury, Cap- 

tain Clarke directly made ſail. 5 | 
The Lenox, Captain Holmes, at. this Time was 


bearing down after me, and kept fo good a Fire 
upon the Enemy, that I could not help exprefling my 


Satisfaction publickly ; but in leſs than a Quarter of 
an Hour, ſhe ſhot up along ſide of me to Windward, 
ſo'as ſhe could fire ſcarce any of her Guns clear of me, 
but a few of the aftermoſt, and thoſe not without 
great Danger of firing into me. | 
I hailed Captain Holmes ſeveral Times, and ordered 
him to drop a-ſtern, and bear down nearer the Enemy, 
as did my Captain and ſeveral other Officers; and 
tho' he heard and anſwered, yet he did not obey the 
Orders. „ | SEP 5 
The Oxford, whom I had ſent to aſſiſt the Tilbury, 
was by this Time got the Length of her ; but Captain 
Toll, inſtead of ſeconding her as he ought (and might 
have done) kept to Windward, firing his Shot in 
vain, at almoſt as great a Diſtance from the Tithury, as 
ſhe was from the Rear-Admiral, which I took Notice 
of ſeveral Times to Captain Taylor, Captain Tretazwney, 


and the Officers upon the Quarter-deck, and threw out 


her Signal to go nearer. 


The three, ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy finding 
that none of my Squadron offered to attack them, ſhot 
up as near as they could to cover their own Admiral, 
and kept cannonading of me; upon which Captain 
Taylor acquainted me that our Men called out, bat, 


is there no body to ſecond the Admiral? When I ſent him 


down between Decks to cheer them up, and tell them 
not to mind any thing but fire away briſkly, and we 


ſhould do the Buſineſs ourſelves, and called over the 


Barricado myſelf to the Men in the Waiſt, and ſaid the 
lame Thing, who. directly gave Huzza. : | - 
The Officer upon the Lower Deck having got ſome 


of the Guns out of the ſtern Ports in the Gun Room 
to play upon the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships, and Cap- 
tain Taylor having encouraged the Men, came upon 

| N 3 Deck 
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Deck again, when I took him a ſecond Time into the 
Stern Gallery, and ſhewed him the Warwick, Captain 
Jnnes, who tho? ſtill lying a rs. Diſtance n. Was 


firing at the Enemy, when he could not be inſenſible 
that ſcarce any of his Shot reached them. 

The Canterbury, Captain Clarke, agreeably to the 
Orders 1 had ſent him, was paſſed by the Warwick, 
and crouding all the Sail he could ſet to get up into 
Action. 

At a Quarter before 5; the Vice-Admiral's Second 
(ahead) was ſet on fire: upon which I ordered a Body 
of the Soldiers off from the Qarter-deck and Poop, to 
go forward upon the Forecaſtle, and keep a warm fire 
upon the Spaniards (who I ſaw were endeavouring to 
n uiſh the Flames) and called to Lieutenant Mitchell 

the Waiſt, to keep ſome of the Upper Deck 
| Gln: a upon them with Grape Shot, and pie- 
ſently afterwards ſhe ſtruck b tg been much = 
tered by the Strafford, and ſet on fire by Cohorn Shells 
ſeveral Times) but Captain Brogie having no Boat 
out, nor I any on board to ſend to take Poſſeſſion of 
her, the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral fired three Shot at her, 
en the hoiſted her Colours again, and renewed her 
ire... 

At 5 0 o' Clock I beat the vice-Admiral out of the 
Line, and he bore away round, hoiſted a Biſcay Flag 
at his Mizen Peek, ſet his Mainſail, Soritlall, and 
Topgallantſails, and run for it as faſt as he could, and 
the Rear-Admiral in the Van did the ſame, and the reſt 


of the Squadron as faſt as they could follow, being in 


great Confuſion, but eſpecially in the Rear, where they 
were ſo cloſe, they were almoſt on board of each other. 
Having my Maintop- maſt ſhot away, juſt at the very 


Inſtant that the Spaniſo Admiral began to run, and my 
Foreto "= += being ſhot down at the Beginning of 
the Action, I was prevented purſuing them with any 
Hopes of coming up with them again, therefore im- 
mediately hauled down the Signal for the Line, and 
made the e Signal for chacing to Leeward, 
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crouded all the Sail ſne could. 


up with one of the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships, ſoon 
made her ſheer off, and came crouding on herſelf; 
upon which I directly ordered a Flag, and ſome ſingle 


Pendants to be put into the Boat, when Captain Taylor 


aſked me what I was going to do ? I replyed, to ſhift 
my Flag on board the Canterbury; he then ſhewed me 
from the Starboard Gangway the Strafford upon the 
Lee Bow, engaged with the Vjce- Admiral, and two 


more Ships not far off her, and faid, For God's Sake, 


Sir, don't think of ſtopping the Canterbury, for i you do, 
Brodie muſt either be taken or beaten to Pieces z for you 
fee, Sir, none of our other Ships are near bim; where- 
tore 1 directed _—_— Taylor immediately to go on 


board the Tilhury, Oxford, and Tenor, with Orders for 


each of them to purſue the Enemy with all the Sail 
they could ſet, and go cloſe along ſide of them, and 
not to fire at ſuch a Diſtance, or I would ſend other 
Officers to command their Ships, _ 

At the ſame Time I bore away after the Eenmy's 
diſabled Ship, as I found I could not come up with 
ins Tu the others, with what ſail I was capable of 
making. 09 ans . 
Soon after the Warwick ſhortned fail to attack her, 
but at too great a Diſtance: Immediately upon this I 
ſaw another of the Enemy's Ships bear away, which 1 


judged was going to relieve the other; and as I ad- 


vanced, ſhe began to fire at me, which made me de- 


termine upon boarding the diſabled Ship, before the 


other could come to her Aſſiſtance : Accordingly I 
gave the neceſſary Orders, and as ſoon as I ranged up 
along her Side, the Enemy ſtruck their Colours, 
lowered their Ports, and called out for Quarters : 1 
then ſheered off; and as I ported the Helm, and 
opened the other Ship, ſhe gave me her Broadſide, 
which I returned, and inſtantly ſhe- hauled away, and 

I then made the Warwick's Signal to chace her, and 
Captain Taylor went along ſide and ordered Captain 


N 4 dunes. 


Rear-Admiral KNOWLES. 201 
The Strafford immediately obeyed it, and made af- 
ter the Vice-Admiral, and the Canterbury having got 


— 
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Tanes to purſue her; by this time it was almoſt dark, 
and I brought to by the Prize to ſhift the Priſoners, 
having obliged her Boat to come on board with their 
commanding Officer. „ DR | 
I can give. no further particular Account, on my 
own Knowledge, of the Tranſactions of the. Squa- 
dron whilſt they engaged in the Night, but in general, 
that firing was ſeen. and heard till after 10 o':Clock. 
After taking on board about two hundred Priſoners, 
and ſending a ſufficient Number of Men in their Rooms 
to take charge of the Prize under the Care of my firſt 
Lieutenant, I bore away and ſtood to the N. W. under 
my Topſail for about two Leagues, and then brought 
Soon after the Action, I ſent. for the Carpenter to 
know if there was ever a Topmaſt fitted; who told me, 
Fes, there was a Foretopmaſt which was of the ſame 
Dimenſions as the Main, and would do very well (as 
the Topmaſts that were up had been ſhortned) but 
upon viewing it, he found it ſnhot almoſt through: 
upon which I ordered the rough Stick to be made im- 
mediately, and Hands to be ſet about getting down 


* 


the Stump of the old Maintopmaſt, and the Rigging 


to be ſpliced, and the Ship got in order for Service à- 

gain as ſpeedily as poſſible. 5 | 
About Midnight, we ſaw two Sail bearing down 
upon us, when I ordered the nightly Meeting Signal 
to be made, and the Men to their Quarters, leſt they 
might prove ſome of the Enemy's Ships, and hailed 
the Conguiftador to ſhew her diſtinguiſhing Lights, and 
to get ready for Action, and to keep juſt open upon 
my Lee Bow; but the two Ships ſeeing of us, hauled 
their Wind; I then ordered the Meeting Signal-Lights 
to be taken in, and the diſtinguiſhing Lights along the 
Driver Boom to be ſhewn (being the Signal for know- 
ing each other in Time of Battle) nevertheleſs the Ships 
would not come near me, but brought to, to Wind- 
ward, about 3 or 4 Miles Diſtance, where they lay till 
Morning, when we diſcovered them 20 be the Ti/oury 
and Oxford; finding that none of the Signals _ 1 
| FI £8 Wered, 
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ſwered, I ordered them to be taken in, and the Men 


ſent from their Quarters to work again. 
At Daylight in the Morning, I ſaw the wholeSqua- 


Fives who bore down and joined me, but none of the 
2 s Ships were in a 5 e after I made Aa 


gnal for all Ca * Fo 

95 When Captain Clarke came on board, he gave 
me Joy of the Victory; z I replied, I did not think it 
one; he ſaid, he could not help differing in Opinion 
with me, for we had taken one Ship, and certainly 
beat all the reſt. I anſwered, it might have been more 
compleat if every one had: done his Duty; he then ſaid, 
he hoped if he had not done his, I would make him 


anſwer for it at a Court- Martial. I replied, Sir, 1 


don't find any Fault with you, or Captain Brodie; but 
I might have been better ſeconded by the other Ships, 


and could not refrain ſhewing my Reſentment to the 


other Captains as they came on board, having told 
Captain Taylor and Captain Jrelamuny before, that I 
would certainly ſuſpend them, who informing Captain 


Brodie of my Intentions, they and * Clarke in- 


terceded with me in their Behalf. 


Captain Powlett having a ſore Leg, did not come | 
on board himſelf, but ſent his Lieutenant, to whom, 
upon entering into my Cabbin to know my Commands, 
1 ſaid, Sir, tell your Captain, I am very angry with 
engaging the Enemy as he ought,: and for 


him for not 
diſobeying my Signals, and I will make him anſwer 
for it. I then ordered the reſt of the Captains to re- 
turn on board their Ships, and give me an Account of 
the Damages they had received, and to order their 


Maſts and Yards to be fiſhed with all Expedition with- 


out getting any Thing down, for I ſaid, I would not 
ſtay for others being got up; if theſe went away, let 
them go, or Wards to that Effect ; becauſe I was un- 
—— any ching ſhould delay my Purſuit of the 
nemy. 
Soon after, I e a Letter from Captain Powlett, 
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which I ſent him word he ſhould have, and ordered 
him into Confinement rn. 
I then ſat me down and wrote an Account of all the 
Particulars of the Action to the Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty (agreeable to the Minutes taken) to be laid before 
the Board, in order to ſend away by one of the Lenox's 
Convoy, which after I had finiſhed,” I ſhewed to Cap- 
tain Taylor and Captain Brodie, who both deſired me 
not to {end it, but begg'd (as I had obtained a Victory) 
that I would paſs over the Mifbehaviour of theſe Gen- 
tlemen, and not mention it to the Board; in which 
| Requeſt, Captain Tre/awny and Captain Clarke joined 
alſo, urging that it would be looked upon as a gene- 
rous Action in me, with many more kind Arguments 
in their Favour. Upon this Sollicitation, I tore my 
Letter, and inſtead of deſcending to Particulars, tranſ- 
mitted only a general Account of the Action, the Copy 
of which been read. (C) W971 | . 
Captain Clarke, and Captain Brodie, informed 
me before they went away, that they left the Vice-Ad- 
miral's Ship cloſe in ſhore, with her Maſts gone, ſo 
near that they expected to have been upon the Rocks 
themſelves, otherwiſe they would not have left her, 
and chat if ſhe was not run aſhore, they were ſure ſhe 
could not poſſibly be far off; upon this Information, 
Fo ſoon as ever the Ships could be got to carry fail, I 
vent in queſt of her, and in the Evening, from the 
Foretopmaſt-Head, myſelf ſaw her lying at an Anchor 
in a ſmall Bay, cloſe to the Shore. 2 5 then ordered 
Captain Clarke of the Canterbury, ta run down and 
bring to a littſe to Windward of the Havanna cloſe in 
ſhore; in order to intercept her in Caſe ſhe ſhould at- 
tempt to puſh aut in the Night; and fo ſoon as it was 
dark, I brought to with the Squadron with our Heads 
off Shore, there being little Wind all Ni 


42. 
In the Morning I went on board the dera ford. and 


told Captain Brodie I would take 100 Men our of the 
Formal and put aboard him, and go in and attack or 


burn the Spaniſo Admiral, in Cafe he lay ſo near the 
Shore that I could not come at him eaſily with the 
5 | : Cornwall 
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Cornwall (as ſhe was a heavy Ship) but the Breeze ſet - 
ting in favourable, and the Water continuing exceeding 
ſmooth, I went in the Cornwall, and ſo ſoon as I got 
within about Random-Shot Diſtance of him, he fired 
a Shot at me, and preſently after, the Enemy ſet fire 
to the Ship themſelves, which ſo ſoon as I faw, I wore 
round and lay to upon the other Tack, till ſhe burnt. 


down and blew up; all this Time the Galga Frigate 


was in ſight to windward, and by her making of Sig- 
nals, I apprehended the Spani/a Admiral might be on 
board of her, and therefore before I bore away, I or- 
dered Captain Bredie to keep plying to Windward all 
Night, cloſe in Shore, and try if he could not catch 
her in the Morning. E!... 

Faving a French Schooner along with me (who I. 
had detained before the Action upon Suſpicion of being 


bound to the Havanna) the next Day I diſpatched her 


in with eighty Priſoners, and a Letter to the Spanif 
Governor. EE . 1 
Soon afterwards I chaced a Sloop to leeward, whom. 


I ſpoke with about 11 o' Clock,. being come from 


Cadiz. The Captain gave me an Account of the Pre- 
liminaries being ſigned for a general Peace, and was, 
furniſhed with the Lords- Juſtices Paſſport ; he in- 
formed me likewiſe that he had ſpoke with a Man of 
War Snow from Englang, off Cape Antonio, who was 
in Search of the Squadron. 1 ighe 3 Wake 
Upon this News, I directly made a Signal for all 
Captains, and acquainted them with it, and after let- 
ting the Sloop go, I made ſail for the Havanna in or- 
der to exchange Priſoners, and directed the Ships ta 
follow me in me of March, agreeable to Seniority. 
As we approached the Harbour we iaw the Spaniſh 
Rear-Admiral and the three other Ships, (who were got 


in) the Rear-Admiral had all his Topmaſts ſhot away, 


the Stumps remaining up. . _ VV 
At one o' Clock I hoiſted a white Flag at my Main- 


topmaſt-head as a Signal of Truce, and ſent away 
Captain Clarke with my Letters ſoon after. Being got 


pretty near the Harbo ur's Mouth, Captain Holmes put 
P * 1 , Ex +0 * * 5 7 P „* 31 * P. 
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in Stays, without waiting for my —_ the Signal to 


tack, in doing of which he forced the Oxford to lee- 
ward of the Line, and fell on board the Warwick and 
was entangled with her ſome time, and had the com- 
mon Sea-breeze blown, or had there been any thing of 


a Swell, both' Ships mult inevitably have loſt their 
_ Maſts before they could have got clear of each other, 


or perhaps both been on Shore, 

For ſuch un-officer like Behaviour, I confined Cap- 
tain Holmes, and ſent one of my Lieutenants aboard to 
take charge of the Ship; but the next Day I was pre- 
vailed upon by a Gentleman Paſſenger of his to releaſe 


him, for which he ſeemed very thankful. 


About the ſame time I received by the Hand of Cap- 
tain Newton the Letter from Captain Powlett (which 
has already been read) acknowledging his Miſtake, 


„ — which I releaſed him likewiſe. 


Tho” this Letter has been produced before to the 
Court, I, cannot help defiring I may have Leave to 
read it again. 

kf (The Letter is before inſerted, p. 109. * 
There is one Obſervation which cannot eſcape even 


the moft haſty Peruſal of this Letter, which I dare ſay 


will be thought worthy \ of the Court's particular At- 
tention. 

It is evident from the whole ops and Tenor of it, 
that with relation to Captain Powlett's Conduct in this 
Action, fo far was he from thinking himſelf ill uſed on 
account of his Confinement, or from transferring any 
Blame to another, that he addrefſes himſelf in the Scile 
of one conſcioùs of his own Fault, and ſuing for Par- 
don, rather than of an innocent Man who was making 
his Claim for Juſtice ; and when agreeable to his Re- 
queſt he was releaſed to come on board my Ship, he 
expreſſed the warmeſt Gratitude | for my Lenity, and 
was not able to refrain from Tears. 


Had he known himfelf faultleſs, he le deen 


ſenſible no Acknowledgments were due to me, and if 
he — me the guilty bangs; for whom did thofe 


Such 
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Such Incidents may ſeem to ſome People of no great 
Significancy; but, Gentlemen of your Diſcernment 
know very well, that it is by ſuch little Circumſtances 
that Truth is brought to light, and Error detected. 

The next Day Captain Clarke returned aboard, and 


after landing the Priſoners, and receiving all the Eng- 


liſh the Spaniſh Governor and Admiral had to fend me, 
I made the beſt of my way off Cape Antonio, to look 
out for my Expreſs, and from thence up to Jamaica. 

The firſt Article of the Charge ſays, that I attacked 
the Enemy in an un-officer-like Manner, and gave 
great Advantage to them; the contrary of which, I 
apprehend, has clearly appeared (unleſs my Accuſers 
will ſay that I gave them a particular Advantage over 


the Cornwall and Strafford, by expoſing them to the 


Fire of the Enemy's whole Squadron, whilſt ſome of 


_ thoſe Gentlemen, my Accuſers, lay idle Spectators) 


but as it is evident from my getting the Weather-gage, 
that I did gain a conſiderable Advantage over the, Ene- 
my, I think, inſtead of allowing them any, as the 
Charge ſets forth, it has appeared I took every general 
Advantage a good Officer could do; as for particular 
ones, I hope thoſe who neglected reaping of them, 
and might have done it, will be confidered as the only 
Perſons chargeable with ſuch Neglect. ON 

1 alſo flatter myſelf that the Court will think three 
o* Clock in the Afternoon, with fine ſmooth Water, 
and a fine Breeze of Wind, the Ships then going about 
three Knots, was not too late an Hour in the Day to 


begin to attack the Enemy; and from the Account I 


have already given, it appears evidently I could not 
have engaged ſooner with equal Prudence and Advan- 
tage. The Strafford and Cornwall, who fought cloſe, 
found they made the Enemy run in leſs than two 


Hours ; and had every * gone down as near as thoſe 


two did, it is certain the Enemy would not have con- 


tinued the Action the longer for it; from whence it 
may fairly be concluded they would have run (or been 


; That 


taken) the ſooner. 
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That Fengaged the Enemy in a ſtraggling Line, I 


have engaged them as 
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That every Ship might have attacked as cloſe as the 
Strafford and Cornwall, my making the proper Signals, 
our having the Weather- gage, and none of the Ships 
being diſabled, ſufficiently demonſtrate. 
Indeed, how long I might have waited for Captain 
Irnes's coming up, I won't pretend to determine, as it 
has been proved he had ſhortned Sail before Captain 
Toll went up to the Aſſiſtance of the Tilbury (which 
was before the Action began) tho? at fo great a Diſtance 
a-ſtern, that Captain Toll took notice of it to the Mid- 
Mipman I ſent on board him with my before-men- 
tioned Orders; nay, he deſired that Midſhipman to 


mention it to me, as if it was an Obſervation of his 


own; but I happened to find it out myſelf before the 
Midſhipman returned on board ; which has been fully 


confeſs, but I hope it has been as clearly demonſtrated, 
that my doing ſo was owing to the Miſbehaviour and 
Breach of Orders in my Accuſers, who might have 
ſtraggled (ſince ſo they have termed it) with their Ships 
after me, when I bore down upon the Enemy, and 
cloſe as I did, had their Deſires: 
been equally ſtrong, 5; OR 
The Court are fenſible, without my pointing out the 


' ſeveral Articles in the failing and fighting Inſtructions, 


and in the Articles of War, that all Motions are to 
be taken from the Admiral or Commander in Chief, 
and that no one Ship is to hoiſt, lower, ſet, or haul up 
any Sail whatſoever, without the Admirals doing the 
ſame, unleſs that Ship fails remarkably better (or worſe) 
than the others, and it becomes neceſſary for her ſo to 
do, in order to preſerve her Station in the Line of 
Battle; but if every Officer is to act, and think for 
himſelf, as Caprice or Whim may ſuggeſt, without re- 
garding the Admiral or commanding Officer as the firſt 
Mover, Lines of Battle will always be ſtraggling, and 
the Enemies always attacked in Diſorder and Con- 

On. My 
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| My Accuſers further charge me in this firſt. Article 
the for attacking a ſuperior Squadron of the Enemy. I 
us, ¶ cannot agree with them that the Enemy's Squadron 
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vas ſuperior to me, as they were beaten by half of 
mine, and ſome of the Gentlemen may remember their 
172 having often aſked Mme, during the Cruiſe (before eĩ · 
it ther the Warwick or Lenox joined me) what Number 
un of the Enemy's Ships I would attack when we met 
ch them; ] as often told them, Seven; t if we met 
Ce more, I could give no Anſwer, till I had reconndoitred 
d. chem well; ſo that as with five Sail I was determined 
n- if to attack ſeven, it is pretty plain, after I had been 
to joined by two Sail more, I never could think an equal 
* Number a Superiority, whatever my Accuſers might 
do. . ; | — i 
ly MW As to that Part of the Article which ſays, I might 
have attacked the Enemy much earlier, and to greater 
1 Advantage, I ſubmit to the Court, whether the Me- 
thod I purſued in gaining the Wind of the Enemy 1s 
not preferable to the Scheme pointed out by my Ac- 
© Wl cuſers ; as in following their Plan, I muſt have con- 
3 IF tented myſelf with the Lee- gage; whereby the Enemy 
al would have infalhbly preſcribed what Diſtance they in- 
5 If clined to have fought at, and indeed might have choſen 
whether they would have fought or not. 

In the next Place, the Line of Battle would have 
been full as long (if not longer) in forming upon one 
Tack, as it was upon the other, and ſure it would 
have been Madneſs in me to have chaced a ſuperior 
Squadron (as my Accuſers call them) and not firſt 
have formed my own into Line of Battle; for even 
the Succeſs of cutting off the Enemy's ſternmoſt Ships, 
and preventing their joining (if ſuch an Attempt had 
been made) could not have warranted ſuch a bad Piece 
of Officerſhip. Saying, we might have done it, is a 
mere Conjecture z but that we ſhould have loſt the 
Weather-gage is an abſolute Certainty; and I have no 
Difficulty in freely declaring to the Court, that could I 6 
have bern ſure of ſtopping thoſe Ships, yet 1 would not — {08 
have attempted it, ſince only one of them was a * 14 
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of Battle Ship; the others were the Galga Frigate, 
and an Engliſb Snow (a Prize.) For to have purſued a 
ſmall Number of the Enemy*s Ships, and ſuffered the 
miain Body to eſcape, would not only have been contrary 
to the failing and fighting Inſtructions, but a Step un- 
worthy of any Pretenſions to military Skill, and de- 
ſerving the higheſt Cenſure. | 

But granting my Accuſers were able to make out 


that the Squadron could have got into Action earlier 


with the Lee-gage, I will undertake to demonſtrate 
from the Time and Circumſtances (and I refer myſelf 
in this Point to their own Calculation) that it could 
not have been an Hour ſooner. The Queſtion then 
remains, whether theſe Gentlemen would have fought 
an Hour longer, or left off an Hour earlier ; for I know 
of no ſtated Period there was to oblige them to either, 
as I never made any Signal to call them off, and I am 
fure the Enemy could not have got into Port within 
that Hour from the Time my Accuſers left them; 
nor do I apprehend they would have been in any great 
Danger themſelves of being taken within that Space. 
So that late in the Day, as they ſay it was, they might 


have fought a little longer, and I'Il venture to affirm, 


much cloſer. | 

If I had waſted away the Time in fruitleſs Conſul- 
tations, and miſſed the Opportunity of engaging the 
Enemy that Day, I ſhould have thought myſelf highly 
blameable, and then indeed have. given my Accuſers 
Juſt Foundation for Cenſure and Complaint. 

In the Second Article of my Charge, I muſt ac- 
knowledge my Accuſers are pretty near the Truth as 
to the Time the Cornwall fought, ſhe having been lit- 
tle more than an Hour and a Quarter in Action ; that 
is, from the Time ſhe began to fire; tho? ſeveral of 
the Enemy's Ships began with her near half an Hour 
ſooner ; and for part of the Time ſhe did engage, it 
has appeared that ſhe had two, three, and four Ships 
firing upon her, ſome raking her fore and aft, and no 
one Ship but the Srraford properly to ſecond her. 


It 
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it has been likewiſe proved, that the Cornwall's 
Maintop-maſt was unfortunately ſhot away, and Fore- 
topſail· yard ſhot down. This Accident prevented her 
purſuing the Enemy, who were making off with all 
the Sail they could ctoud, and was the true Reaſon why 
ſhe was not longer in Action, not to enumerate the 
other Damages ſhe received in her Maſts, Yards, Sails, 
and Rigging (tho? my Accuſers are ſilent as to the Mo- 
tive, being fond to leave room for the Publick to ſug- 
oeſt what cauſe they pleaſed) Upon the whole that 
has appeared to the Court, concerning the Cornwall's 
Behaviour in the Action, I flatter myſelf I have no oc- 
caſion to be aſhamed of it, ſhort as the Time was; in- 
deed I cannot but lament the Accidents that happened 
to 2 prevented my giving a finiſhing Stroke to the 
Action. 5 
By the Reflection that the Third Article carries along 
with it, my Accuſers muſt mean to inſinuate, either that 
behaved diſhonourably in the Action, or that I was 
wanting in my Duty in not ſhifting my Flag; the con- 
trary of which has fully appeared, and J hope ſatisfac- 
tory to the Court. . | 
As to keeping and carrying his Majeſty's Flag out of 
Action, I will venture to afirm no Ship in the Squa- 
dron engaged the Enemy ſo cloſe as myſelf (during 
Daylight) and after 1 had been difabled arid ſhattered 
in the Manner I was, no Ship could do more than the 
Cornwall did for ſhe took one of the Enemy's diſ- 
abled Ships, and beat away another 60 Gun Ship, which 
otherwiſe might have relieved the Conquiſtador, and 
this after ſhe had drove the Vice-Admiral out of the 
Line, and ſet great part of the Squadron a running, 
and was then diſabled herſelf (a very ſtrong Proof that 
did not carry or keep his Majeſty's Flag out of 
Action) and it is ſelf evident, that if the Cornwall had 
not taken the Conguitador, the Enemy's whole Squa- 
don would have eſcaped; for it has been proved, that 
that 60 Gun Ship of the Enemy's, in conjunction with 
the Conguiſtador, would certainly have prevented the 


arwick from ever taking her, and conſequently 3 
| O | ric 
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ried her off. Therefore it is plain the Flag ſtill con- 
tinued to act, and did conduct the Squadron; whereas 
had it been ſhifted on board any of the other Ships tis 
the Admiral could only have conducted that ſingle (| | 
Ship, as the reſt were diſperſed, and purſuing the mu 
Enemy different ways. 
Ir appears likewiſe to the Court, that I went on board his 
the Strafford, in order to attack or burn the Spaniþ fore 
Vice-Admiral, in caſe the Weather had prevented the I in t 
Cornwall from going in near the Shore; a convincing ſelf 
Argument that I was not fo tender of my own Safety Put. 
(as my Accuſers have inſinuated) or that I was inclined 1 
to withdraw from. the Scene of Action. Hardly can it J 0 e 
be imagined, that a Man under the Influences of Fear, and 
would go on ſuch an Undertaking alone, when he had © re 
it in his Power to direct what Ships of his Squadron m/ 


he pleaſed upon that Service. Surely, Gentlemen, A 
Truth and Candour would have aſcribed ſuch Conduct have 
rather to the Love of Glory, and a high Regard to the of n 
Honour of the Britiſh Flag. | to tl 
And fince 1 am now conſtrained to ſpeak in my own Part 
Juſtification, I muſt take Leave to add here, that af. ur 

ter the Spaniſh Admiral blew up, Captain Holmes 
Ship's Company (as they paſſed by me) ſaluted me f H 
rom 


with three Cheers 5 85 this Succeſs; 1 need not ſay 
that they could not have done this without the Cap- muſt 


tain's Approbation, becauſe they durſt not: This Cir- I FT ti 
cumſtance then plainly indicates, that Captain Holmes Loſs 

_ entertained a quite different Opinion of my Behaviour woul 
at that Time; nor do I think it improper here to in- have 
form the Coprt, that at the ſame Time the Admirals well, 
Ship blew up, all the Spar; Officers who were Pri. 1 
e 3 


ſoners on board me, came on the Quarter-deck, and 5 
in very pathetic Terms congratulated me on my Con- decein 
duct and good Fortune. Publi 


It would be very unaceountable indeed, if all this, Th 
Applauſe ſhould be laviſhed away on a Commander}. 
who had behaved ingloriouſly, and that Friends and the 


Enemies ſhould concur to celebrate an Action which. a , 
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as it has been here repreſented) deſerved to be ſtigma- 
tized with the utmoſt Infamy and Diſgrace. 


- 


Every Man who is not loſt to all Senſe of Modeſty, 


muſt think himſelf in a very unpleaſant Situation, when 
he is thus reduced to the Neceſſity of touching upon 


his own Character; but ſelf Juſtification will ſometimes 


force him to break through thoſe Reſtrictions, which 
in the general Courſe of his Life he preſcribes to him- 
felf ; 1 hope then I ſhall not draw on myſelf the Im- 
putation of Vanity for what I have ſpoken. Dc 

The laſt Article charges me with having endeavoured 
to deceive his Majeſty, the Lords of the Admiralty, 
and the Publick, by having tranſmitted a falſe and in- 
jurious Account of the ſaid Action to Mr. Corbett, in 
my Letter of the 2d of Oober, 1748. | 

As I apprehend it will be neceſſary for the Court to 
have that Letter read in Addition to all the Accounts 
of my Conduct, which have been given them, in order 
to their forming a Judgment of the Validity of this 
Part of my Accuſation, I muſt therefore pray the Fa- 
vour they will order the Judge-Advocate to read it. 

Te Letter is before inſerted, p. 69.) 

How far this Letter will appear falſe or injurious, 
from all the Circumſtances that the Court has heard, 
muſt be ſubmitted to their Judgment; for my own 
particular I cannot help vindicating it, and am at a 
Loſs to know what fort of a Letter my Accuſers 
would have had me drawn up; ſurely they would not 
have had me cenſured thoſe Gentlemen. who behaved 
well, or flattered them with doing ſo, who behaved 


j © otherwiſe ; that would have been falſe and injurious in- 


deed, and I might then juſtly have been charged with 
deceiving his Majeſty, their Lordſhips, and the 
Publick. | rr 15 
The Paragraph of that Letter which appears to 
have raiſed the Gentlemens Indignation, I apprehend 
is the following. 5 
** And had ſome of the reſt of the Ships done the 


fl fame (viz. bearing down cloſe to the Enemy) or 


* Daylight. continued, I am confident we ſhould have 


* 


wm W Tun 


<« been in Poſſeſſion of them all before Night ; z - but at 

<« the firſt of the Action there appeared too much Baſh- ¶ Del 

& fulneſs (to give it no harſher Term). 5 é ralt 

Had JI omitted this Information in my Letter, | put 

cannot but think I ſhould have been unjuſt to myſelf MW 7, 

as well as to my Country, fince the Action was by no Navoi 

means compleat, and it is evident that it might have uPo! 

been fo, if my Accuſers had done their Duty; it be- Ncuſa 

came then the more neceſſary for me to expreſs myſelf parti 

in that Manner, that the Lords of the Admiralty Nievei 

might have Matter to direct an Enquiry MPO; when- Nwhic 

ever they had thought proper. Real 

I thought it a ſufficient Mark of Clemency in me, Surp 

that I forebore to exert m Authority upon the Solici- Iny! 

| tation of their Brother Captains. TeV: 

Had I been leſs favourable, it is poſſible I might have Bu 
| been cenſured as rigorous and inflexible ; but had 
been quite ſilent, I ſhould certainly have left room tor 

Cenſure upon mylclt. 

Here 1s the Spring of this 3 The Gene-M Ur 

ant Officer laid a Complaint againſt ſome Gentlemenſplaint 

under his Command ; and to ward off the Blow from he Ir 

themſelves, they return the Charge upon him: Howſhogjh 

wide a Field for Accuſation is here opened, and what ight 

2 Relaxation of Diſcipline this muſt occafion, can eff the 

cape no Man's Obſervation. rime 

If ſuch Recriminations are countenanced, what Ge- But 

neral Officer will ever have it in his Power to condudign - 

a Squadron in the Manner his own Skill and Expe even 

Tience ſuggeſt ? Or who is the Officer that will com Nonve 

plain of an Inferior, when he is certain to be involvedleye 

in Trouble and Expence, and be loaded with ſucſſt C 

Calumny and Reproaches? only b 

The Ruin of Athens was entirely owing to a licen The 

tious Indulgence of Impeachments and Accuſationhue in 

. againſt their Commanders: And from the like CaukYwoung 

we may in every State expect the like Effects. he Da 

Fhe Conſideration of theſe Circumſtances, Gentle But 

zmen, [ con't doubt will create in your Minds an Im tribute 

-prefſion equal te their Weight and Conſequences; an fy Ci 

. U I : 5 
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a upon Repreſentation from you, be judged worthy the 


ſh- M Deliberation of the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


ralty, from whoſe Wiſdom an effectual Stop may be | 


| put to ſuch Proceedings. 


cif WY In the Introduction to my Defence, I could not 


no avoid - mentioning the Surprize I naturally fell into 


ave Eupon my receiving ſo ſtrange and unexpected an Ac- 
be- Ncuſation; and I am inclined to believe, the Court now * 


ſelf Nparticipates with me in this Sentiment. For from the 
ay Neveral Parts of my Conduct throughout the Action, 


gen- which have been laid before you, it is manifeſt I had 
Reaſon to be aſtoniſhed ; nor can I yet ſhake off the 
Surprize, when ſo many Circumſtances croud in upon 


my Mind, which ought in Juſtice and Reaſon to have 
revailed with my Accuſers to have been ſilent. 


bear the Pleaſure of Revenge, and the ardent Deſire of 


imagined to depend. 


ene- 
menpplaints with ſuch Virulence, as they hoped would rouze 
fromthe Indignation of my Judges againſt me. And it is 


poſſible that before I brought forth my Defence, it 


whFnight be thought their Proſecution aroſe from a Senſe 
ft their Duty, and a virtuous Abhorrence of thoſe 


rimes which were laid to my Charge. 
Ge. But not content with the Solemnity of an Accuſa- 
lon, and the Formality of legal Complaints, they have 
even while the Cauſe was depending) in common 
onverſation, endeavoured to make the Publick be- 
ieve, that I was not only the worſt Officer, and rank- 
ſt Coward, but the greateſt Monſter living, actuated 
only by Rage and Phrenzy. W | 
Theſe Aſperſions, Gentlemen, they have thrown 
ut in every Tavern and Coffee-houſe in London, 
Wounded both my private and publick Character, as 
he Day came on, or fertile Fancy led.  _ 
But whatever want of Reſolution they may have at- 
tibuted to me, my Spirit would have pointed out an 


Q 3 tion 


But theſe Motives were too weak with them to over- 
cruſhing the Man, on whoſe Fall their own Safety was 


Under theſe Inſtigations, they introduce their Com- 
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tion taught me to wave that Conſideration, as the 
2 njuries done claim the firſt Redreſs, and Ma- 
ice might have ſuggeſted that I fought the one purely l 
to avoid the other. 1 Fn gs ( 
I heartily rejoice therefore, that the Day is come in 5 
wh ch my Character and my Conduct in the late 
Action has been ſtrictly examined and brought to pub- K 
EET cr Ei... 
There is yet another . Obſervation, which I beg 1 
N 
m 
fo 


Leave to lay before you, ſince I apprehend you will 
judge it to be very material. . 

The Court will find, that the Defence I have made 

in anſwer to the ſeveral Articles of the Charge, is the 

ſame in Subſtance as the Relation I ſent home to Lord 

. Vere Beauclerk and Lord Anſon, which was conforma- 

ble to the Minutes taken in Action. 

| By this it will manifeſtly appear, that I have not 

| framed a Defence fince my return from Jamaica, but B 

left the Matters of Fact pure as they were then tranſ- E. 

mitted, to juſtify my Conduct, ©, 

| And I muſt — obſerve, that the Letter which 2 

| contain thoſe Relations, was dated at a Time when | y 
could have no Apprehenſion of a Complaint againſt 
me, and when there was not the leaſt Whiſper of any 
ET ſuch Intention. red r 
i I cannot conclude without doing Juſtice to both the 
Spaniſh Admirals, who tought bravely, and behaved 

like gallant experienced Officers in all their Evolutions ; . 

but none of the reſt of their Ships did ſo, which ., 

makes it appear more plain that the Conqueſt might I . 

have been the eaſier. ij 5 | 

Thus, Gentlemen, I have laid before you in the l ., 

cleareſt Manner I am able, and with the ſlrieteſt Re- 

d to Truth, all thoſe Parts of the Action which ., 

ave any Connection with your preſent 8 And 

when you have attentively weighed the Teſtimonies „ 

and Arguments offered on both Tides, I perſuade my-M 


{elf you will allow, that I have demonſtrated all ite I 
Allegations produced againſt me, to be abſolutely M ., | 
groundleſs, mere Words, unſupported by the Feigen. «| 


for t 
to have Vetter Tools to work with, - Had this con- 
O4 « rinyed 


” 
* 


of Facts, and in many Caſes confuted by oppoſite Facts, 


and entangled with the moſt Lang pron Abſurdities and 
Contradictions, A convincing Argument, that they 
cannot be founded on Truth, or the fair Deductions of 
A „ 
I have nothing more to add, but my grateful Ac- 
knowledgments for the Attention you have given to 
my Defence, and to expreſs the high Satisfa&ion I feel 


in having my Conduct thus publickly examined by a 


Number of Gentlemen, who have too clear a Diſcern- 
ment to miſtake Clamor for Evidence, and Reproaches 


for Proof; who ſeek only for Truth, and will decide 


in her Favour. | 
5 Cha. Knowles. 


Mr. Knowles alſo delivered into Court two Papers, 


containing the Relation he ſent home to Lord Vere 
Beauclerck, and Lord Anſon, mentioned towards the 
End of the foregoing Defence, as follows, 


Extraft of a Letter from Rear- Admiral Knowles, to the 
| Right Honourable the Lord Vere Beauclerk, dated 
ornwall, Jamaica, November 14th, 1748, intloſ- 
ing the annnexed Account of the Tranſaction of the 


Squadron under the ſaid Admirals Command, the 1ſt 


"I October, 1748. 


ce | Gave your Lordſhip a ſhort Account of ſome of 
% | the bad Sheep of my Flock, in my laſt. I take 


© the Liberty of ſending you now the whole particular 


** JTranſactions of that Affair, by which I am perſuaded 
2 your Lordſhip will find they deferve the Board's 
te higheſt Diſpleaſure ; and indeed I had much ado to 
” 80 with my ſelf not to make an Example of them 
cc 


| ere. Captain Powlett, I muſt confeſs, rather de- | 
&« ſerved to be pity'd, as he was wounded in the Leg, 


* and could not ſtir out of his Chair, and was very 
* badly officer d, but there was no Manner of Excuſe 
the others. I hope, if I live to ſee another War, 
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© tinued a little longer, give me leave to aſſure your 
** Lordſhip, much might have been done here, and 


* not with much greater Force than I had.“ 
This is a true Extract. 


T; ranſactions of the Squadron under the Command of Rear- 


Admiral Knowles, and the Spaniſh Squadron they en- 


gaged with off the Havanna, Saturday, October the 
PW | 


| \ x 5 0 Clock, juſt as it was Break of Day, diſ- 
| A covered five Sail of ſtrange Ships upon the Wea- 


ther- Bow, about three Leagues Diſtance, bearing S. E. 


by S. and ſtanding to the Northward with their ſtar- 
board Tacks aboard, we ſtanding to the Southward 
With our larboard Tacks aboard, the Wind at Eaſt, 


at the ſame time the Oxford about two Miles a- head, 


burnt ſeveral falſe Fires. Immediately after I got upon 


Deck, I ordered the Mainſail to be hauled, up, and the 


Maintopſail to be back'd in order to get the Ship 
clear'd; but obſerving ſome of the Men of War pretty 
far a-ſtern, I made the Signal and wore and hove out 


the Oxford's Signal to come nearer ; half paſt, ſaw 


three Sail more to leeward. 5 
So ſoon as it was Sunriſe, the Enemy's Ships made 
a Signal and tack*d, and I made a Signal for the Line 


of Battle, and it was formed in about half an Hour; 


after which, I made the Signal for tacking, and the 


Ship that led on the ſtarboard Tack to continue to lead 


on upon the larboard in order to loſe no time, and 


| hailed two of them in paſſing, to make all the Sail they 


could. About Seven o' Clock the Enemy's Weather- 
moſt . Ships bore away to join thoſe to leeward, and 
made a Signal for the Line of Battle, which gave me 
much the Wind of them. At half paſt 8 I made 
the Signal co cloſe the Line, the ſternmoſt Ships being 
an improper Diſtance ; fo ſoon as ever they near'd us, 


which was about half paſt ꝙ o* Clock, I made the Sig- 


nal for the Ship that led to lead large, and for. on: 
4 =” N 


Pere Beauclerk, 


Me MA -=x =» wi am r eee an ac mcn aim cc Ga aA oe cc. | 
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moſt Ships to make more Sail, to get as quick as poſ- 


Points in about three quarters of an Hour, haul'd ir \ 
down again, and repeated the Signal for the Line upon 
a Wind, the Enemy continuing all this while forming 
their Line, and going moſtly under their Topſails and, 


5 Foreſails, and our Squadron all the Sail they coul d 
croud. 6 "TESY; 


Between Ten and Eleven, ſeeing the Enemy alter 


the Diſpoſition of their Line (which conſiſted of ſix 
Ships and a Frigate) by putting three Ships a-ſtern of 


the Admiral, I ſent my Boat aboard the Lenox with 
Orders to change Places with me, that my Line might 
be equal to theirs, and I be a-breaſt of the Admiral. 


At half paſt 10, ſawthe Land bearing S. E. by S. From 


Day- light till near Noon, had a pretty Breeze of Wind 

oing between 3 ar 4 Knots, when a Squall of Wind 
and Rain obliged the Squadron to take in their Top- 

allant- ſails, and in ten Minutes afterwards it fell al- 
moſt calm, and continued ſo upwards of half an Hour, 
when a Light Breeze ſprang up again. The Enemy 
at this time in Line of Battle, about two Gun-ſhot upon 


the Lee-bow, the Van of their Line S. half E. the Cen- 


S. S. E. with the Wind at E. | ap: nh 
* Obſerving the Enemy to turn the Frigate out of the 
Line, I made the Signal for the Oxford to quit our 
Line, (and lie as a Corps de Reſerve) in order to aſſiſt 
whatever Ship was hardeſt preſs'd. Very light Airs 
of Wind till three o' Clock, when the Spaniſh Admiral 
hoiſted a Dean's Flag at his Maintopmaſt-head, and be- 

an to engage the Srrafford and Tilbury, as did the two 

hips a-head of him; upon which theT7/bury returned her 


Fire; immediately ſhifted the Signal for the Line, and 
repeated the Signal to lead large again, and bore away 


myſelf in order to get nearer the Enemy, as I plainly 
ſaw by the dropping of their Shot they were at too 
great a Diſtance, which the Tilbury not minding, I 
ordered a Shot to be fired at her, notwithſtanding which 
Me continued firing, tho? as yet no Signal was made to 

i ** 


l 
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erigage. I then threw out the Signal to come to a 
cloſer Engagement, and fired: ſeveral Shots at Captain 


Powlett, to make him go nearer, but to no Pur- 


bs + 3 
Po fhe Strafford, the next Ship to him obſerving it, 
bore down and began to engage, tho” rather at too 
great a Diſtance at firſt, and the Enemy's three ſtern- 
molt Ships began firing upon me, but I kept on edg- 
ing cloſer and cloſer to them, and did not return a Gun 
for upwards of half an Hour, till 1 got pretty near, 
and then I fired ſome Shot at the ſternmoſt Ships as I 
Paſſed by them, in my Way up to the Admiral, and 
ſent my Boat to the Warwick and Canterbury, to order 
them to make more Sail and cloſe the Line, they being 
at too great a Diſtance (the Warwick laying with his 


 Mainſail up, e aback, and Topgallant - ſails 


from the Rear- Admiral” n 

At a quarter before 4 I was within Piſtol- ſhot of the 
Vice-Admiral, and fired as ſmartly upon him as it was 
me, and kept à tolerable good Fire upon the Enemy, 
but in leſs than a quarter of an Hour the ſhot up along- 
fide of me to windward, ſo as ſhe could fire fcarce _y 
of her Guns clear of me but a few of the aftermoſt, 


poſſible. (The Lenox, at this Time was pretty near 


and thoſe not without great Danger of firing into me; 


F hailed Captain Holmes ſeveral Times, and ordered 


him to drop a-ſtern and go nearer the Enemy, as did 


my Captain and ſeveral others, and tho' he heard and 
made Anſwer, yet he never obey*d the Order). At 
half paſt 4, the Admiral's Second ſtruck, (having been 
ſet on fire with Cohorn Shells three Times) but I hav- 
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ing no Boat aboard to ſend to take Poſſeſſiun of him, 
which his Admiral perceiving, fired chree Shot at him, 
and he hoiſted. his Colours again; ſoon afterwards, 1 
beat the Admiral out of the Line, and he bore away 
before the Wind, ſet his Spritſail and Mainſail, and 
looſed his Topgallant-ſails, and the Rear-Admiral in 
the Van did the fame, and the reſt of the Ships as faſk 
as they could, being in great Confuſion, bur eſpecially 

Having my Maintopmaſt ſhot away, juſt at the very 
Inſtant as the Enemy began to run, and my Foretopſail- 
yard being ſhot down before, I could not purſue them 
ſo faſt as was neceflary ; however, I fet my Spritſail, 
and made what Sail 1 could, and hauled down the Sig- 
nal for the Line, and made the general Signal for chace- 
ing to leeward, which not being taken notice of ſo ſoon 
as it ought, I ſent away my Captain aboard each Ship, 
with Orders for them to purſue 'the Enemy, and go 


_ cloſe alongſide of them, and not lie firing at ſuch a 


Diftance as they did, or I would ſend another Officer 
to command their Ships ; at the ſame time I made the 
Canterbury*s Signal to make more Sail, who ſoon-got 


up with the Enemy and behaved extemely well. This 


was about a quarter after Five, when the Fire was re- 
newed on both Sides. | 

Finding I could not come up again with the Squa- 
dron, and obſerving that the Admiral's Second (who 
had ſtruck once before) could not make Sail to get up 
with the reſt of his Squadron neither, I bore down to 
him and preſently made him ftrike, and call out for 


gs and drove away another Ship which the Spa- 


ni Admiral was ſending to his Aſſiſtance, and ſent 


Immediately Directions for the Warwick to purſue her ; 


after taking Poſſeſſion of the Prize, and ſhifting the 
Priſoners, I ſtood to the N. W. about two or three 


Leagues, and brought to, and in the Morning wes 


Joined by the reſt of the Squadron. (During the Night 
got down the Stump of the Maintopmaſt, and next 
Day rigged a new one, and got the Ship in order-a- 
gain for Service). When Captain Clark and _ 

| | rodie 
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| Brodi joined me, they informed me they had left the 
Spaniſh Vice-Admiral cloſe in Shore, with his Maſts 
gone, which as; ſoon as the Ships could be got to carry © 
Sail, I went in queſt of, and * next Day found him 
at an Anchor in a ſmall. Bay called 7awca — eight 
Leagues to the eaſtward of the Havanna) when I ran 
in with a Deſign to have taken or burnt him, but the 
Enemy ſaved me the Trouble, they ſetting fire to the 
Ship themſelves ſo ſoon as I came within a random 
Shot Diftance ; after ſeeing her blow up, I bore away 
| for the Havanna and landed all the Priſoners, where 
| 1 found. the other four.Ships had got in greatly ſhat- 
| tered, the Rear-Admiral particularly, whole: Topmaſts 
were all gone. The ſame Day a Spaniſh Sloop ſtood. 
into the Squadron, come from Cad:z, who — me an 
Account of the Preliminaries for a Peace being ſigned, 
| which ſoon after the Governor of the Havanna ſent me 
| a Confirmation of, and a Copy of the Marquis de En- 
e Lam relaing n 1 
| , tir; Obs . Knowles. | 
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the other Paper was entitled, 


Tranſa&ions of the Sqvadron under the Commined of Rea 

Admiral Knowles, and the Spaniſh Squadron they en- 
i . gaged qwith off the Havanna, Saturday, October 1ft,: 
| 1748; and contained exactly the ſame Account of 
| the Procedings of the Squadron; and was atteſted: by 
Lord 7 55 to be the r Account 1 to bien 
| 037 | 
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Captain Innes, and the reſt of the Captains who ex- 
hibited the Charge, delivered a Paper into Court, 


which they deſired might be read by the J nge Ad 
vocate, and it was read nn as follows, VIZ. 


8 I 1 | _ * | 
H E Proſecutors for the Crown againſt ſons: 
Admiral Knowles having gone through their 


— *. and the Rear-Admiral his, the whole Mat- 


ter now reſts with the Court for their Judgment. 

But the Gentlemen who have proſecuted this Trial, 
think it indiſpenſably incumbent on them, in the firſt 
Place, to acknowledge the Equity and Candour which, 
through the whole. "Courſe of this Tranſaction, this 
Court hath ſhewn to the ſeveral Parties intereſted in 
the Event, in ſo much, that we can truly ſay the Court- 
Martial is a Court of Honour. 


The Charge at firſt we exhibited againſt the Rear- 


Admiral being in looſe and general Terms, we found 


it neceſſary, for the Eaſe and Accommodation of the 


Court, to deliver in a few explanatory Articles, Where- 
in nothing is contained but what relates to the original 
Charge. And in regard we have adapted the Courſe 
of our Proofs to ſupport theſe Articles, as well as 
the original Charge, we apprehend, the Court will be 
pleaſed to have a Reference to them in pronouncing 


their Sentence. 


he firſt Part of our faid Charge, relating to the 

Admiral's bad Conduct, and unofficer-like Attack 
upon the Enemy, we apprehend is proved to the Sa- 
tisfaction of the Court. We have ſhewn very clearly, 
and the Rear-Admiral even admits, that the Scheme 
for drawing the Enemy into a diſadvantageous Battle, 
by changing the Rear-Admiral's Vanes with the Lenox, 
had a moſt favourable Effect; for the Enemy came 
down towards us in a looſe and (catter'd manner, believ- 
ing we were only a Convoy of Merchantmen; but the 
Rear-Admiral moſt effectually to undeceive them, by 
b in the Morning diſplayed his own proper Flag and 


9 as the * * thereupon did theirs. 
From 
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From this Motion the Enemy drew much Benefit, by 


inſtantly ſtanding off, and cloſing their Line, which 
before was looſe and ſtraggling, into a very good and 
compact one. By juſt the contrary Conduct the Rear- 
Admiral, having in the Morning formed a good Line, 
he ſoon broke it. For by the Rear-Admiral's wear- 


ing and forming his Line to the Northward, which 
ſpent near an Hour's Time, we deftroy'd the good 
Diſpoſition we had been in, and greatly increaſed our 


Diſtance from the Enemy ; in regard we ſtood on the 


contrary Tack, and thereby likewiſe gave the Enemy 


2 fair Opportunity to gain the Havanna, if they had 
not been firmly reſolved to fight. 5 f 
This Increaſe of Diſtance was conſiderably augmen- 


ted by the Rear-Admiral's changing Places with the 


Leno, which is the leſs juſtifiable, as there happened 


to be but little Wind; ſo that the Action which might 


have been brought on early in the Day, and when we 
were in a good Poſture, and the Enemy coming eager- 
Iy into the Snare before- mentioned to have been laid 


for them, being then within leſs than three Miles dil- - 


tant, it was protracted till fo late in the Day as 3 0 


Clock. Indeed, even then, we apprehend we have 


convinced the Court it was too early in regard to the 
diſorderly Situation we were in; becauſe our Squadron 
were ſeparated, the Van being half an Hour's Sail 


a-head of the Center, and the Center an Hour from 


the Rear. But as the Rear-Admiral had ſlipt the Op- 
portunity of attacking the Enemy early, and with ſin- 
gular Advantage, when he did attack them, it was 


raſhly, and under apparent Diſadvantage ; for he 
hurry*d on the Van, fo that the Tilbury and Strafford 


lay expoſed to the Fire of the whole Spaniſh Squadron, 


whilſt the neareſt Aſſiſtance lay at leaſt half. an Hour 
from them. And his bad Conduct in this Particular 
is made greater, by the Rear-Admirals neglecting to 


bring the Canterbury a- head of the Warwick, which if 
he had done, it would have cloſed the Lenox: There- 
miral's Pretence, that he intended to 
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decauſe it was infinitely of more Service to have had 
the Canterbury a- head and in Action, than 0 the 
four Ships that engaged by themſelves, to the Force of 
the whole Spaniſh Squadron : Or the Rear-Admiral 
might have ordered the Oxford, which he had order'd 


out of the Line for a Corps de Reſerve, back again to 


have filled it up, both which Means of filling up the 
Line of Battle were neceſſary, and in the Rear-Admi- 


ral's Power; therefore it was unqueſtionably his Duty 


to have done them, altho' he did not. The Rear- 
Admiral has admitted he could have brought on the 
Action ſooner ; and Gibbons, his Pilot, ſays, it might 
have been done between 12 and 1 O'Clock, if he had 
formed his Line to the Southward : Sure then, as it 
was ablolutely in his own Will in what Manner he 
would form his Line, the doing it fo evidently, and 
deliberately wrong, ſeems to be one Inftance of 
Miſconduct; for as to the Excuſe he ſets up, of. gain- 
ing the Wind of the Enemy, it 1s inconſiſtent with 


what he did, by wearing and lying to. 


It * the Cormoail, wherein the Rear-Admiral 
Was, di 


continued no longer in Action than about one Hour. 


It alſo appears that the Van engaged about 3, and that 
the Fight was continued by the Squadron, without the 
Rear-Admiral, from the Time of the Cornwall's quit- 
ting the Line, until 10 at Night; altho' the Rear- 
Admiral, in his Letter to the Admiralty, ſays, they 
continued the Action till 11. The Court will perceive 
by this, that if the Rear-Admiral's Account of Time 
is true, he muſt have remained above ſeven Hours in 


a State of Inactivity, all the while that his Majeſty's. 
Squadron was hotly engaged in a Fight at that Time 


dubious, and might have proved fatal in the Event; 


and for the greateſt Part of the Time within his View. 


But this Part of the Rear-Admiral's Conduct, being 


the moſt extraordinary Inſtance of the Sort ever known 
in the Annals of our Navy, we hope the Court will in 
dulge us to make a few Remarks upon it. 


The 
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id not engage till between 3 or 4 0 Clock, and 
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The two Squadrons were equal in the Number of 
their Ships, but the Enemy ſuperior both in Men and 


Suns. During the Hour the Cornwall was engaged, 
it appears by Evidence ſhe had only one or two. Men 
| Killed, and but one Shot in her Hull. It happened 


that her Maintopmaſt was ſhot away by the Hounds, 
fo that the Yard fell upon the Cap, and her Foretop- 
fail-yard down, and without any other viſible Damage 
ſhe hauPd up her Foreſail, and put her Helm a- lec: 
Thus quitting the Line of Battle, ſhe brought to, and 
made fail for the Conguiſtador, a Spaniſh Ship that lay 
difabled-ar a Diſtance, never afterwards giving the leaſt 
Help to his Majeſty's Squadron then warmly engaged, 
and the Fate of the Day depending. 

That Man's Cauſe muſt be a very black one which 
will admit of no Apology ; and we conceive what the 
Rear-Admiral ſays on this Event, is very inſufficient. 
The Spaniſh Admiral, whom he had engaged, he pre- 
tends was forced to fly, and the Cornwall's Damage 
ſuch, as that ſhe could not ſail upon a Wind. Both 
theſe Excuſes are equally defective ; for it appears the 
Spaniſh Admiral was ſo far from being bear, that in a 
very few Minutes after he came to the Aſſiſtance of his 


headmoſt Ships, and very 1 attacked the Straf- 


Ford; ſo that his drawing out of his firſt Poſition, was 
with an Intent only to get a better. The Cornwall was 
not more than about 200 Yards from the Enemy, and 
ad her Courſes up; nay, many of our Evidence prove 


* 


that ſhe had haul'd up her Foreſail, therefore if the 


Spaniſh Admiral was beat off, Rear-Admiral Kncwles 
had leſs Reaſon to haul out of the Line, as the Dan- 
ger of receiving more Damage was diminiſhed, in 
which Situation he might have remained, until he 
could have put himſelf into fome tolerable Condition, 
and join'd his Squadron, or got as near it as poſſible, 
which he might have more eaſily effected, as the Ene- 
my made very little ſail, and were to Leeward of us. 

The Rear-Admiral further inſiſts in his Defence, 
that he did not quit the Line until the Spaniſh Ad- 
miral fled, and his whole Squadron put into great 


Confuſion; 


OOO — 


Confuſion ; and as a Proof of this, he ſays he gave 
the Signal to chacce. eg 


We have ſhewn moſt clearly to the Court, that the 


Spaniſh Admiral did not fly, but that he prudently 
ſhifted his Poſition to get a better, and aſſiſt his Van. 
Captain Taylor, one of the Rear-Admiral's own Wit- 
neſſes, and on board the Cornwall, ſays poſitively, that 
after Rear-Admiral Knowles had left the Line, he ſaw 


the Strafford engaged with the Spaniſh Admiral, and 


two more of his Ships not far off. Captain Taylor 
likewiſe ſays, one of the Enemy's Ships was detach'd 


from the Enemy's Battle to the Aſſiſtance of the Con- 


qguiftador in the Evening: And Captain Taylor farther 
ſays, by the Rear-Admiral's Orders he went to Cap- 
tain Iunes, in the Warwick, then a- ſtern, directing 
Captain mes in particular to take care not to let the 
Enemy double upon him. Now it ſeems a Contradic- 
tion in Terms to ſay the Enemy's Squadron was broke 
and flying, and ours ordered to chace, at the very 
Time, and for an Hour after, that the Spaniſh Admi- 
miral, and the greateſt Part of his Squadron, was 
fighting furiouſly with the Straſford, Tilbury, Canter 


bury, Lenox, and Oxford: That one of his Squadron 


was at that Time detach'd to aſſiſt the Conguiſtador, 
which certainly he would not do to weaken his main 
Battle, unleſs he was ſufficiently ſtrong to combat us; 
and that the Rear-Admiral himſelf was all this Time 
in great Anxiety, leſt the Enemy ſhould double upon 


the Rearmoſt of our Ships. Theſe are ſtrong and con- 


cluſive Facts, which coming from the Mouths of Per- 


ſons call'd by the Rear-Admiral ' himſelf to vouch - 


againſt us, we 1 will have due weight with the 
Court, In regard t 
chace, it can be conſidered under theſe Circumſtances 


in one Light only, viz. That as he was departing from 


his Squadron to return no more, he was willing to do 
what Captain Trelawney ſays of the Spariſh Admiral's 
Biſcay Flag, Pour chaqu*'un ſe ſauver, as he was deter- 
mined to do nothing towards it himſelf, 1 
E | FP | n 
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In reſpect to the Confuſion which the Rear - Admi- 
ral ſays was in the Spaniſh Squadron. when: he left the 
Line; the ſame Captain Trelawney, who appears to be 
one of the Rear-Admira}'s friendly Evidences, detlares 
he did not ſee it. The Rear-Admiral builds ſomething 
like Merit, by inſiſting that he continued fighting 
with the Enemy as long as could be; but all this fight- 
ing was no more than firing a few Guns forward, that 
were much more likely to hurt the Lenox than the 
Enemy, whom they did not reacecg. 

The Rear-Admiral having ſhewn no Inclination to 
fight with Ships that were in 4 Condition to make a 
Return, withdrew towards the Conguiſtador which lay 
diſabled; and had before ſtruck to the Warwick. W. 
will not contend about that Point; for to whomſoe ver 
ſhe ſtruck, her Condition was fo very bad, that a ſmaller 
Veſſel than the Cornwall, an 80 Gun Ship, could have 
taken Poſſeſſion of her. If we ſuppoſe the Cornwa!! 
ſo much damaged in Fact, and not b 

it was impoſſible for her to keep tne Line, ſhe might 
have been conducted on the Errand of ſhifting Priſon- 
ers, by a Perſon of leſs Conſequence to a Fleet hotly 


engaged than their Commander in Chief: The loweſt 


of his Lieutenants could have cut her Rigging and ſe- 
eur'd her from eſcaping, whilſt the Rear-Admiral 
might have gone to his Squadron, to which he was 
ſufficiently directed by the Flaſhes and Reports of the 
Guns of his Squadron, fighting with the Enemy till 
after 1o at Night. . 
hut it ſeems the Rear- Admiral ſhewed no Defire of 
continuing his Majeſty's Flag in Action; for if he had, 
there were many Opportunities of doing ſo: He might 
have gone aboard any other of the Ships near him, the 
Water being ſmooth, and his Boats paſſing and re- 
paſſing with Orders. Afterwards, when he lay by the 
Conguiſt ador, either the Boat that order*d the Warwick 
to chace, or any other of the Boats, might have car- 
ried him to the Squadron, Perhaps it would have been 
too adventurous. to have truſted himſelf with a Flag 
| | upon 


Pretence, that 


him up, in caſe he had none of his own with him. 
With Submiſſion to the Court, we apprehend the 
Rear-Admiral's Evidence, Captain Brod, has very 
honeſtly adjuſted this Point. He poſitively ſays, that 
if the Rear-Admiral had ſtopped the Canterbury, in 
order to put his Flag on board her, the Strafford would 
have been beat to Pieces; in which Caſe the Rear-Ad- 
miral would have had two diſabled Ships. for one of 
the Enemy. From hence its plain the Enemy at this 
Time had only one Ship diſabled ;. and was fo far from 
being routed, that they were actually maintaining a 
ſtour fight: But the Rear-Admiral, in hopes of find- 
ing ſome Excuſe for not ſhifting his Flag, has moſt 
unluckily brought Truth to Daylight. 
We cannot help making one ſmall Obſervation 
more, on the Rear-Admiral's Conduct at this critical 
Time; which is, that although it is proved by Cap- 


tain Taylor, the Cornwall was fit for Action, yet the 
Rear-Admiral, in the Condition he pretends ſhe was 


in, could run her to the Northward from the Enemy,, 
even to the Diſtance of three Leagues, according to 
the Evidence of Mr. Wickliſfe, {then a Midſhipman 
on board the Admiral's Ship) whilſt his Majeſty's 
+ mga was engaging the Enemy to Leeward of 
Wie conceive any Argument inſinuating, that his 
Preſence was unneceſſary in the Action, in regard the 
Officers did their Duty without him, would prove too 
much; for then it might be ſaid, all Commanders 
in Chief were needleſs, Either therefore it was 
his Duty to have conducted the Action while it 


laſted, or the Rear-Admiral's Commiſſion was a 
'vain Thing. | & 
But the ſtrongeſt Proof of all for the Crown is, what 


the Rear-Admiral himſelf admits; viz. That he did 
not endeavour to ſhift his Flag. Here then we ſub- 
mit it to the Court, in what Light they will view 
this Part of the Rear- Admiral's Conduct; who wilfully 
kept himſelf from the Aſſiſtance of his Majeſty's 
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Fleet, then hotly engaged, and the Event of the Bat. 


tle doubtful, when he ought by his Preſence to have 


' ſet an Example of Glory and-Valour, to all the Officers 
and Seamen of the wy ns . 8 | 


We will now beg leave to make a few general Re- 
marks upon the Caſe and Evidence before you, and 
Cloſe what we have to ſay. . 
© Moſt of the Rear-Admiral's Witneſſes are not only 
contradictory to one another, but inconſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, and very frequently giving Matter of Opinion 


for Facts, which at beſt cannot wipe off even the 


Imputation of a Crime. Some of them in particular, 
are a little poetical, where they recite his valorous 
Atchievements, and ſeem to touch that Subject very 
ſenſibly. But we remain ſatisfied the Judgment of 


this Court cannot be miſguided by deluſive Argu- 


ments, tending to ſet up a Character, far from being 
generally eſtabliſn'd, againſt Facts fully proved; or 
that the Court will not ſuffer the Juſtification of one 
Man's Miſbehaviour to ariſe by the Ruin of another's, 
eſpecially where no Opportunities may have been given 
to enter upon a V indication. 

Upon the whole, therefore, if this Court ſhall be 


of Opinion we have made out our Charge, we thereby 


prove the Account tranſmitted by the Rear-Admiral 
to the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, to be a 
falſe and injurious one; and we ſubmit it to the Court 
to make ſuch Sentence herein as is juſt, _ 
BED _ Charles Powlett, 
| E. Toll. | | 
RR Thomas Innes. 


All Parties withdrew, and the Court proceeded to a 
Conſideration of the Evidence, and continued thereon 


till 5 o'Clock. i 


Then adjourned till | 7 0-morrow Morning, 9 o 


| Wi edneſaday, 


Cloct. 
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I/ednefday, 20 December, 1749. 


JOUR T met according to Adjournment; and 
C proceeded to a farther Conſideration of the Evi- 
dence; and the following Queſtions were agreed to, 


and put 5 VIZ, 


Has it appeared to the Court, that Rear-Admiral 
Knowles, upon Sight of the Enemy's Squadron, on the 
Morning of the 1ſt ef October, 1748, did act properly, 
and like a good Officer, in forming his Squadron into a 
Line of Battle to the Northward; and that he then 
tack*d to the Southward, and ſtood in a good- con- 
nected, and well-formed Line, towards the Enemy ? 

| | | Tes, unanimouſly. 


Has it appeared to the Court, that about 3 O 
Clock in the Afternoon, when the Tilbury and Straf- 
ford were near a- breaſt of the Van of the Enemy. there 
was a Space of about a Mile, between the Strafford and 
Cornwall; that the Lenox was cloſe a-ſtern of the Corn- 


wall; and that there was a Space of about two Miles 


between the Lenox and the Warwick ; and that the Cau- 
terbury was cloſe a- ſtern of the Warwick » And there- 
fore, that his Majeſty's Squadron, inſtead of continu- 
ing in the good- connected Line, with which he began 
to ſtand towards the Enemy, were much ſeparated and 
extended at the Beginning of the Action? 

| Yes, unanimoully. 


Has it appeared to the Court, that the Spaniſh 
Squadron went under an eaſy Sail, and continued in a 
good- connected, well. formed Line, from the Time of 


their forming in the Morning till the Action began? 


Yes, unanimouſly. 


Has it appeared to the Court, that the Separa- 
tion of the Van of his Majeſty's Squadron from the 
1 | Fx | Center 


* 
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Center was occaſioned, *partly by the two Ships in the 
Van making fail a-head, in Conſequence of the Rear- 
Admiral's Orders ſignified by Signal and Hailing, and 
by his not contradicting thoſe Orders afterwards; and 
partly by the Lenox's falling a- tern of the Cornwall, 
by Order of the Rr Am, and that the Separa- 
tion of the Rear was occaſioned by the Warwick's not 
keeping up with the Center, and by the Canterbury's 
carrying only ſo much Sail as was ſufficient to keep in 
the Station albgned her a- ſtern of the Warwick ? 

| Yes, upanimouſly. 


Does it appear to the Court, that the Enemy be- 
gan to fire at the Tilbury and Strafford about 3 Clock, 
and that the Tilbury returned their Fire; that Mr. 
Knowles thereupon made the Signal to bear down, and 
quickly afterwards made the Signal for Battle; upon 
which the Strafford began to engage; and in about 
halfan Hour after, Mr. Knowles came up with and en- 
gaged the Spaniſh Vice-Admiral, and that the Lenox 
began to engage about the ſame Time? 

Yes, unanimouſly 


Does it appear to the Court, that between two 
and three o* Clock, the Rear-Admiral ſent a Boat to 
the Oxford, which was wide on his Weather-quarter, 
with Orders to proceed to the Van and aſſiſt the Til- 
bury ; and that ſhe got the Length of the T; ubury by 
about 4 0? Clock ? 

. Tes, unanimouſly. 
Does it appear to the Court, that the Rear-Ad- 
miral ſent Orders by a Boat, about 3 o* Clock to the 
Canterbury to make fail a-head ; and that, in Conſe- 
quence of thoſe Orders, ſhe got up to the Van of our 
* and engiged the Enemy about 5 O. Clock ? 
| - Yes, unanimoully. 


Is it therefore the Opinion of the Court, that i! 
the Rear-Admiral, when he found the Warwick could 
not 
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not keep up with the Center, had order'd the Canter 
Bury to make ſail a-head of ber, and continued the Ox- 
ford in the Line, he 780 have began the Attack 
upon the Enemy with LF Ps, as early as four of his 6 


YI were A | 
Yes, nnanimouſly. 


Has it ap peared to the Court, that Rear-Admi- 
ral Knowles, 15 * Conduct in bringing up his Squa- 
dron, and attacking the Enemy with a leſs Force = 
it was in his Power to have attacked them with, gave the 
Enemy a manifeſt Advantage? 

Yes, unanimoully, 


Is it the 989 af the Court, that conſidering 
the Situation the Squadron was in, at the Time the Til- 
bury returned the Enemy's Fire, the .Rear-Admiral 
ſeems to have acted properly in making the Signal for 
Battle, and beginning t the Engagement as he did? 

© Yes, unanimoully. 


Does it appear to the Court, that Rear-Admiral 
Knowles made any falſe Signals? | 


No, unanimouſly, 


1 long does it appear to the Court, that his 
Majeſty Ship the Cornwall continue in cloſe and ſmart 
Action ? ? 

Unanumouſly—betger chow an Hour. 


F Hes it appeared to the Court, that Rear- Admi- | 
ral Knowles remained with his Flag on board the Corn- 
wall, after ſhe was diſabled from continuing the 


Yes, unanimouſly. 


. Has it appeared to the Court, that it was in his 
Power, on the Cornwall's being diſabled, to have 
ſhifted his F ck on board another Ship ? 

Yes, unanimouſly. 
Is 
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Is it the Opinion ef the Court, that Mr. Knowles 
ought to have ſhifted his Flag at that Time on board 
another Ship, in order to have conducted and directed, 
during the whole Action, the Motions of the Squadron 
entruſted to his Care and Conduct? 


Yes, unanimouſly. 


Does it appear to the Court, that Rear-Admiral 


Knowles expreſſed. great Earneſtneſs and Zeal to ger 


into Action ; and that while the Cornwall was engaged, 
* ſhewed great perſonal Courage? 
Yes, unanimouſly. 


And does the enn therefore think, that his not 
removing his Flag aroſe from Miſtake, and not from 
Backwardneſs to bring his Perſon into Action? 

| Yes, unanimouſly, 


What Article or Articles of War, Goes Rear- 
Admiral Knowles fall unde 


1 Part of the 14th Ar- 


ticle, namely, the Word Negligence, and 
no other; and alſo under the 33d Article. 


What Puniſhment do the Court think fit to 
inflict ? 
Unanimouſly—To be Reprimanded. 


Sentence drawn up and_figned ; all Parties admitted, 
and the Sentence read 45 the Judge- Advocate, 45 
follows; | 
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At a Court-Martial held on board his Majeſty's 
Yatch the Charlotte, at Deptford, on the 11th, 12th, 
x 3th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 18th, 19th and 20th Days of 

December, 1749... e 


PRE SEN T. 
William Rowley, Eſq; Rear-Admiral of 


Great-Britain, and Admiral of the White Preſident, 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet. | 


Sir Edward Hawke, Vice- | Hon. Fohn Forbes, Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue. Admiral of the bite. 
Capt. Merrick De P Angle, Capt. Thomas Sturton, 
William Parry, |. Richard Haddock. 
Matthew Buckle, | 8 2 


YE Court, purſuant to an Order from the Right 
Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty to Mil- 

liam Rowley, Eſq; dated the 1ſt Inſtant, proceeded to en- 
quire into the Conduct and Behaviour of Charles Knowles 
Eſq; a Rear-Admiral of his Majeſty's Fleet, in and re- 
lating to an Action which happened on the 1ſt of O- 
ber, 1748, between a Britiſh Squadron, under his Com- 
mand, and a Squadron of Spain; and having heard the 
Witneſſes, as well for the Crown as the Priſoner, and 
alſo what the Prifoner had to ſay in his Defence, and 
thoroughly conſidered the ſame, the Court do unani- 
mouſly agree, that it has appeared, that Mr. Knowles, - 
by forming the Line to the Northward, upon ſeeing 
the Enemy in the Morning, acted properly, and like 
an Officer ; but, while he was ſtanding for the Enemy, 
he might, by a different Diſpoſition of his Squadron, 
have begun the Attack with ſix Ships as early in the 
Day as four of them were engaged; and that therefore, 


by his neglecting to do ſo, he gave the Enemy a mani- 


feſt Advantage; but, in the Situation the Squadron 
was, at the Time the Tz/bary returned the Enemy's 
Fire, the Rear-Admiral ſeems to have acted properly _ 
in making the Signal for Battle, and beginning the En- 

; gagement 
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ement then, as he did: That it appeats; the Corn- 
wall continued in cloſe and ſmart Action better than 
an Hour ; and that Mr. Knowles remairied on board 
her, with his Flag, after ſhe was diſabled from con- 
tinuing the Action; tho' he might, upon her being 
diſabled, have ſhifted his Flag on beard another Ship ; 
and the Court are unanimouſly of Opinion, that he 
ought to have done fo, in order to have conducted and 
directed, during the whole Action, the Motions of 
the Squadron entruſted to his Care and Conduct; but 
as it appears, that Mr. Knowles expreſſed great Earneſt- 
neſs and Zeal to get into Action, and while the Corn- 
wall was engaged ſhewed great perſonal Courage; 
therefore the Court do unanimouſly think, that his not 
removing his Flag aroſe from Miſtake, and not from 
Backwardneſs to bring his Perſan into Action : And 
upon Conſideration of Mr. Knowles's whole Conduct 
relating to the ſaid Action, the Court do unanimouſly 
agree, that he falls under Part of the 14th Article of the 
Articles of War, namely the Word Negligence, and no 
other; and alſo under the 33d Article; and the Court 
doc therefore unanimouſly adjudge, that he be repri- 
manded, for not bringing up the Squadron in cloſer Or- 
der than he did, and not beginning the Artack with as 
great Force as he might have done; and alſo for not 
ſhifring his Flag, upon the Cormwalls being diſabled ; 
* he is hereby reprimanded accordingly, 


rde, Will. Rowley. 
EX» - Ed. Hawke. 
pp wm 
— 2 --: M. de L' Angle; 
Ju. Ad. | Tho. Sturton. 
I 1 Will. Parry. 
Rd. Haddock: 
Matt. Buckle. 


FINIS. 


